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' We The People, Inc.

of ﬂ_le United ’Slales

g Chernobyvi Her

CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN
January 31. 1992 RECEIPT RRQUEFRTED

President Ga2orge Bush
The White House
Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush,

Enclosed are some materials 1 had intended to give you on January 15,
192, at the Portsmouth Rotary Club dinner in New Hampshire. Unfortu-
nately, even though 1 had a valid ticket and was acting with propriety,
Mr. 4olt. president [ the Rotary Club, had me arrested. As best as I
can tell, 1 was arrested simply because I am known in that area for my
concerns a2bout nuclear power plant safety.

1 had intended to give you the information in the packet enclosed here.
1 was unable tu do so because | was taken away in handcutts, leaving
behind my wife who was meeting me there, without opportunity to tell her
what had happened. | feel 1 was treated unfairly by your Secret Service
people, as well as by the Portsmouth Rotary Club and the Portsmouth
police.

It seems to me that certain domestic issues deserve your attention:

a——

eople of this country by their lax attitude toward nuclear power
plant SlfeE].

——

joblessness, homelessness, and the fact thAEASh;_gx§+¥*§i££§§§‘£2;y
q Commisa;?g is, according to the General Accountin : angering

1 hope you read the enclosed materials and consider them seriously.

I am asking you to persenally answer this letter and not pass it on to
the NRC. In all due respect, since the NRC is under investigation by
their own Inspector General, it is inappropriate for them to receivé and
ariswer my letter., I look forward to your response in this matter.

| ————

51nce{ely, ;
/o & (/)uz/?f

Stephen B. Comley
Executive Director

SBC/ca
enclosures

Main Office: Box 277, Rowley, NMA 01969, (505) 948 7959

30 Court St., Plymouth, MA 02361, (S0K) 736.9300
National Presy Bldg., 14 & F 816, NW., Washington D.C. 20045, (202) 62%-6611
Offices § & 6, 3 Pleasant St., Co=-ard, NH 03130], (603} 2780484

Bayberry Village, Route 9, Kenn.. .ok, ME 04043, (207) 967.5111
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NRC staft
lied about
Seabrook,
study says

By Rose Geltwpar
RE #TA)Y

The staff of the Ny
ry Commismon lLed

it inadequate safety documenta

ear Reguls

ngress

and other problems at the Sea
rook nuclear power plant as [ale &8
& month before the NRC gave the
plant final opersting approval i
Varch 1990, according 10 an inter
na report by the NRC ingpector

yenera
he report, & copy of which was
tainad by the 08, R .,.4.' }
g

RC staff members ignored poten

a o nrohlems that had
» '
\
ruar re CVEra na
v and ngressmer v r |
é { gafety at Seabrook Asked Lhe
NG idress gix sels of ques
fahich e L om e
{ f key welds In the plant a
shether L-Fays the welde ha
- " N nert
alil w» e 4 wing
4 ke nspecior
neti F vhother the
. ‘ (A ' >
! @ sl hed | KTeAR
™ 4 i
I hi Wiwclor s oM, sUmMmea

nang an [moenth probe that
idod interviews with 4X NRC and
ne urh"i‘: Lhat
(2]

AONCY Masea nEress 1ir vt

seabrook officials

X Wrens

»



 NRC staff lied about Seabrook, study says

[

et fron }'.-‘4( }

ihe report found, among other
things, that

® The NEC had no evidence that

seabrook s manager, Y ankee Atamie
l:l‘v»ﬁ.ﬂf Co, ever \‘Uﬂduﬂl'd PRI
peroent review of the Xorays of the
plant's 2060 safety-related welds
Hut the NRC tald Congress just be.
fore approving the plamt's operating
brense that Yankee had conduttod
such reviews since the beginning of
the plant's construction in 1979,

® The NRC had no factus) basis

for welling Congress that “it was not
dousunl” for 20 percent of the plant's
weld Xoravs 10 be rejected - espe
Aadly since some of those X-rayvs had
been previcusly approved by senior
examiners. Joseph Wampler, an in-
spector for & mayor Seabrook eon-
tractor, sadd that before he was fired
in 1484 he rejected 20 percent of the
Xorays either because of defects in
the welds themselves or because of
film defects which made it impossi-
ble to determine whethey the welds
wore safe

® Yankee routinely returned de
feetive weld radiographs 1o the con-
tractor, Pullman-Higgns, without
reporung the defects ~ efther in the
actual welds or the radiographs - to
the NRC. James Sniezek, an NRC
deputy exe. utive director, tald inves-
Lgators such “informal returns” vio-
luted NRC rules and “could result in
safety problems” When legslators
initiglly asked about the undoeu-
mented “informal returns,” NRC
staffery derued they had ocourred.

8 The NEC misied Sen Edward
Kenneay on Mareh 15, 1960, by tell-
ing him that Wampler's settlement
agreement with the contractar, Pull-
man-Higipins, did not prevent him
from discussing safety prablems at
Seahrook with the NRC. In a letter
1o Wampler the previous day, an
NRC official directly contradicted
that statement, saying the agree-
ment did, in fact, prohibit Wampler
from discussing those sues.

® The NRC failed to act on 14
reports of defective weld documenta-
ton that were being written up by
Wampler #t the time of his termina.
von. Imitiwlly the NRC implied to
Congresa Lhat the reports were re-
viewed, but subsequently the inspec.
tor learned the NRC never reviewed
those specific reports. An NRC offy
cial Wid the inspector he decided not
10 pursue those reports in order o
protect Wampler's anonymity

The report quotes one of the au-
thom of & fawed February 1990
memarandum to Congress on weld
safoty venfication as saying that he

and other NRC sl members felt
pressure 1o respond 1o Congress as
quickly as possible in order not to
delay the plant's final licensing.

“In hundsight, If we knew that ev.
eryhody was going 10 go over each
waord of the [memorandum| with «
magnifying glass . we would have
probably spent a whole lot more
tine putting it together,” the staff
member old investigators

NRC spokesman Joe Fouchard
said yesterday that the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission has directed
the staff to “do follow-up work on is-
sues amsing out of the report.” NRC
afficiuls declined further camment,
gaying the repor, which was not in.
tended for public distribytion, would
have o speak for itsell. The officials
stressed that, as @ result of NRC
and Seabrook reviews last summer,
they have no current concerns about
weld safety st the plant They noted
the NRC recently fined Seabrook
$100,000 for defective weld docu-
mentation

Actions termed unaceeptable

Rep. Peter Kostmayer (D-Pa),
chairman of 8 House subeommitiee
that oversees the NRC, swd through
wh alde:

“Either the NRC staff didn't

know what they were talking about
when they answered Congresa or
else they were lying to us. Either of
those possibilities 18 unacceptable
We've made that very elear to the
NRC commissioners.”

Kastmayer aide John O'Donnell
declined to comment on the inspec-
tor's failure to identify staff mem.
bers who provided the fal  nforma-
uon, saying the ball is now in the
commission's court.

“It i incumbent on the NRC
commiissioners to ensure that the
agency never again provides false in-
furmation to the Congress of the
United States,” he said, adding
“We've made our feelings known w
them very clearly.”

The inspector's report follows
the tortuous sage of wald safety at
the plant, which has been at the cen
ter of numerous
both Congress anc. the NRC.

In April 1990, & month after the
plany received the MRC's approval
to start oporations, Kostmayer,
along with Sens. and John
Kerry (D-Mass ), and Repe. Edward
Markey (D-Mass ), Nicholas Mav
roules (L-Mass ), and Morns Udall
(D-Ang ), aaked the NRC's inapector
general to determine whether or not
NRC officials e 1o Congerean piror

P S S S pr—  f— P ——— R — —

to heensing the plant

The riport stopped short of g
sgming blame o specific NIRC offi.
clals, saving, in several cascs, that
investigators could not ascertan how
the misleading statemonts came to
he made or who was repansible for
them. Nor dul ® recommend tmmn
nal or civil action agauinst any NI
staff members

Author of change & mysten

The inupector found in & ur
ton of the February 180 memoran
dum that “the author's draft wus al
tored without i knowledge,” add
ing that inspectors could not deter
rine who made the change

Fallowing receipt of that memo.
tandum, Kostmayer, chairmar of the
subcommittza on erergy and envh
ronment of the House Commiltiee an
Interior and Insular Affuirs, asked
the agency W verify the existence of
a 100 percent review program of
weld X-rays.

NRC officlals responded that s
1984 inspection report proved the
program existed,

But the inspector general found
that the report “did not support the
NRC's representation to Kost-
mayer” about the review program.
The repart added, “Contrary to the
NRC's response to Kostmayer,” dur-
Ing & 198 inspection Yankee “did
not have & written procedure” re
quiring such & rediograph review
program.

Moreover, the leader of an NRC
team that inspected the plant in 1984
told investigators he believed Sea-
hrook's management was reviewing
unly & 10 percent sample of the X-
rays at that time,

The investigation also cancluded
that the NRC had no busts for telling
(Congress that the 20 percent rejec-

tion rate of radiographs reviewed by
W “was not unusual”
NRC officals who reviewed

this statement provided . . . little far
tual support for their concurvence.”
sccording to the inspector . The re-
port added that “the lack of knowl.
edge [about] who wrote the state
ment s indicative of & vulnerabuity”
in the NRC's internal review pro-
)

Rut the inspector sud there was
no evi” nee that speeific statement
was deliberately intended 1o mislead
(‘ongress

Severul sources on Capital Hill
familar with the history of Sew
bpook's problems emticzedihe re
port's falluty Lo wesiigh Sgucue Fe-
spwinmbility for the misstatene i s



Y The People, Inc.

Stop Chernchyl Here

January 1%, 1992

President Gecrge Bush
The White House
Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 2000!

Dear Mr. Bush,

This is not the first time I have approached you about a problem which
both endangers the Ameir.ican pecple and threatens to undermine the
democratic prineciple upon which this country was founded. 1In August,
1988, at the Republican Convention, 1 presented your staff with
information about counterfeit, substandard materials built into the
safety systems of nuclear power plants in this country and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commissicn (NRC) was covering up those facts. I never
recaived a responze from you about my concerns,

The otgani.ation | head, We The Pecple, staged a demonstration near
your home li Malne on September 2, 1991 (AP story enclosed) to try once
again to bring this 1ssue to your attention. In a speech about the
Baltics you gave that day you said you didn't know what the
demonstration was about, but that you favor nuclear power because we
have good science on it. You also said you valued your privacy at yout
home and you didn't think demonstrations were necesrary.

Uufortunately, you did not hear our message which is: protect U.S.
democracy, investigate the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. I know you
have been busy ensuring that the democratic rights of pecple in other
countries are protected, but if you were to loock at the actions of the
NRC, an agency under your control, you wouid find it is violating the
rights of the people of thig country. As regards the Seabrook nuclear
power plant in New Hampshire, the NRC ignored the fact that people
cannot be evacualed from the area in the event of a serious nuclear
1ccident. The agency overrode the states of Massachusettz and Maine
and the people of the New Hampshire seacoast by changing the
teguiation: on svacuation plans when it became clear the people could
not be adeguately protected. The NRE then gave the plant a full
cperating license despite information 1! had abuout dosumentation
prublems willi safety welds., This action was contrary to law and
further endangeted the people living neat the plant.

These are just two examples of a pattern of behavior carvied on by the
NRT, & pattern which clearly shows it protects industry profits ove:
the calely of the American public. We The People ig 2iiculating a
petition calling on you to investigate the NRC. It is our hope that
you will listen to the will of the people who are, in all due respect,

yout bosses, and undertake such an investigation.

A i profit, tAS ewemipt Biganisatun

Main Office: Box 277, Rowley, MA 01969, (50K) 948.70%9
80 Court St.. Plymouth, MA 02361, (508) 746-9300
Nationy' Press Bldg., 14 & F Sts., N'W,, Washington D.C. 20045, (202) 62846611
Offices 5 & 6, 3 Pleasant St., Concord, NH 03301, (603) 228-94%4
Bavberry Village., Route 9, Kennebunk, ME 04041, (207) 967-5111

et .
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Your comment about your support of nuclear power leads me to believe

that perhaps you do not have all the facts. It may be you have been

misled by Mr. Sununu who has been a staunch supporter of nuclear power

a3 was his father before him. One of your own agencies, the Ceneral ‘
Accounting Office, produced a report last year which said that the tens |
of thousands of counterfeit, substandard valves, circuit breakers, ‘
piping materials, fasteners and other parts, could cause injury or |
death to the public. That report also chastised the NRC for knowing |
about the problem for a long time and doing nothing to correct it. ‘
Instead of requiring the nuclear utilities to find and replace the

substandard parts, the NRC lowered safety standards for those parts,.

I am a buginessman and run a nursing home twelve miles from the
Seabrook nuclear power plant, 1 have been under attack from the NRC
tor many years hHecause ] believe the people deserve to know the truth
thout nuclear §owa: lLagt year FPedaral Court Judge Pratt for the
Pretrict of Columbia found Viector Stelle, the former Executive Directon
¢f the NRC a.d your former nominee for Assistant Secretary of Energy,
along with Lando Zech, former Chairman of Commissioners and Ivan Smith,
a NRC Law Judge, had violated my constitutional right to freedom of
expression simply because, in his words, "they did not like the
message." (News story enclosed)

Currently 1 face more than $200,000 in fines and indefinite
imprisonment for refusing to cooperate with an internal NRC invesliga-
tion which has been termed by several Congressiconal committees as a
witch hunt and a personal vendetta. Personally, I believe in the law
and always try to obey 1t. However, in this case the NRC 1s abusing
its power in orde:r ‘o silence my organization and others liks 1t.

We The People protects nuclear whistleblrwers who have satety
iuformaticn they are afraid o take directly tc the NRC. Too often
whistleblowers who have trusted the NRC find their careers in ruins.
If 1 lose my freedom because I am standing up for my rights, 1t wiil
hace 1 chilling effect on all those qroups which seek to exercise theit
sediing Ly plutf;tlua whistleblowe:s 4ud bringing their ilnlvimation (o
puhiic, Fersonally, I feel the *a tivs being 4se.] against me, a
e tied C1lizen, would have been mure appropriate L9 the USEBR in Lhe
19502, not the U.8, in the 198803,

nderatand youts aved [op privacy and your wish the! demonstrativue
not ocour Perhaps 1f you responded 1o the concerns thie demunstrators
are raising, there would not be a need for the peop e to hold them, 7
hope you will agree that ensuring the safety of the American public i:
an important part of your job, as 1s the protection of gur democratic
tights. 1 urge you to look into this matter and tev cider an
invesgtigation of the NRC, Ultimately ap the President, you are




Page 3.

respongibie for the agencies ~ctions., 1 would also like to remind you
that your home in Maine {3 quite close to the Seabrock nuclear power
plant, a facility which nas counterfeit parts built into it. None of
us 2 live on the seacoast want to lose our homes because of a nuclear
13 .ol a4l it.

Thank you for taking Lhe tine to consider these matters,
Sincerely

-
g.s""ul‘.. | T
Executive Dirvesteg
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HERE IS NOTHING SO POWERF - DANIEL WEBS

The Union Leader]
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Court: Anti-Nuke Activist
Must Surrender Tapes
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Activist ordered
to vield S
= THE S

A federal judge yescerday af-

A firmed an order to an antinucle-
ar activist to hand over recordings of
conversations with a Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission official. Ernest
H.sd]e\ attorn~y for activist Ste-
phen Comley, said he would appeal
the ruling by US District Judge
Robert Keeton. If Comley’s appeal is
denied, he could face an indefinite
prison sentence and fines of up to
$180,000. The subpoena against
Comley, a Rowley, Mass., nursing
home owner and an opponent of the
Seabrook, N.H., nuclear power

plant, stems from telephone conver- _ L
sations he apparently taped with M ¢
Roger Forwna, former head of the = =~ ,-Nel

NRC’s Office of Investigations. The
NRC savs the tapes could contain
safety-related informati . Comley
mAIntairs the subpoena imposes a |
chill on nuclear whistiebiowers. (AP)
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THE DALLY NEWS

Newburyport, Massachusetts

Judge upholds oraer
on release of tapes

NALD BRICHTA

COMLEY: Judge upholds order on tapes
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT glig TN W
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Petitioner

QIVIL ACTION
NO, 91-11556-K

v.

STEPHEN V. COMLeY,
' respondent

Order
January 6, 1592

The court having received written gubziesions 1in suppers
of and in coppesition teo respondent comley's motion fOF stay of
enforcement of this <ov -, Order of October 31, 1981, and having
heard oral arguments on this date, the court finds and Jeternines
esasntiailiy for the sane reasons slaced i ehiz mourt's 2indinge
and conclusions of Se,.tenber 19, 1991 and October 31, 1981
1) that Respondent has failed to show a 1ikelihood of success on
she merits, much less a 6IISN3 Likelinocd, and (2) that tre balance
of likely harm weighs against Respcndent, espacially in view of his
advising the cours «rrough his csunsel that he was ynwilling, as
a condition of a stay, TO© deliver the subpoenaed marerials under

seal into court custody. 1t is therefore GRODERED:

nespondent's motion tor a etay gpockot No. 21) 48 denied.

. A 5
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THE VALLEY'S @i/S & ARTS WEEKLY - December 12—

BRIEF

M Sunuru's Vendetta

Ling, dong, the wicked chief
gone! Bul outgoing White House
Chuef of Siwff John Sununu's five

year vendetia against anti-nuclear

whistlebic wer Steve Comley contin
y haunt Comley 1Ie couns
niey first wr s Sununu. ther

Governor of Nev F wmpshire, in
786, telling him that patents in his
Rowley, MA narsing home could
not be e acuated In case of & nuciess
accident gt Sununa's pet nuke, Seab-
ook
Ahen Sunvmu ran for re-election
that ye.r, Comiey purchased tickets
) OOF fundrasers and haunted
3 une on the camnpagn trail, ask-
N questions abou! the evacuaiion
plar 21 New Hampahme

Channe! 2 |
med one conversation in which

-Decembiet 48,991

MINUNY appeared visibh

niey s quesuon
Wwiardous waste conference hecause
O Comiey s presence

in 1987, Sununo had Comiey ar
rested and removed from s iInaugu
ration, even though Comiey had »
press pess. Immedisaly efier rhas
evord, Senues 's wefY lasued & policy
that reguired photo ideno ficahoe by
all reporterc. Comley repeatedly
criticized Sununu in letiers to New
Hampshire newspapery.

Comiey heaped lead the charge in
1989 10 swop the pomunstion of U.S.
Nuclear Reguiatory Commision
chair and Sununu crony Victor
Stwello to e job of Assistamt Secre-
tary of Enevgy. Stelio snd the NRC
put Comiey under court order 10 e
icase anes he aliegediy has of con
versations with NRC employ=es
about {alsified docaments and faulry
welds at the Seabrook nuke. Comiey
wus fined 31000 a duy

months fog Sfanne in hand nusre the

for six

apes or even At e ex
sterw.e. Comley has not paid any
fines and is facing prison time
Mroughout these vears, Comiey
has continued 1© dog Sununu at Re
publican fundrasers and in Wash
ington, In April 199! Comiey
handed Sununu 2 packe! about coun
terfeit materials in 72 U3, nucleas
power plants. Sununu threw the
packet on the floor and kicked
under 2 table. Steve Cunley repest
edly exposes ne (act that Sununy
a vindictive S.OB --a uth «
which even the Republican party has
suddenly awakened Ame &
should be thanking Comley
prosecuting um

AR
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NRC suspects that Roger pay the fines? Moreove

tions remain about why

ernment wants the tapes
first piace
Some peopie, lixe

olate Senator Nick Costello. fe

IU's to quash dissent. “Obvious
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on Fortuna's advice — suddenly
decided not to take Ellison to the
Justice Department. It appears
Comley changed his mind Se-
cause he learned Ellison had a
slight credibility problem, owing
to the fact that Ellison had
pleaded grilty to attempted sex-
ual abuse of a 13 year-old gir!

Upset by Comley's reversal,
Ellison surreptitiously recorded
two conversaticns between Com-
ley and Fortuna, and gave them
to NRC in exchange for $6 200 in
“consulting” fees.

The tapes were then used to
launch an investigation of Yortu-
na by the NRC's execLtive diree-
tor Victor Steilo. NRC investiga-
tors Later admitted in aMdavits
that they feared Fortuna was
conspiring with antinuclear ac-
Livists tc “topple the agency.”

A U.S. Senate committee, how-
ever, concluded that the investi
gation of Fortuna was the result
of an internal feud. The commit-
lee said the investization wasted
tarpayers' money, and was un-
fair to Fortuna.

Yet the NRC persists, two
vears later, in demanding the
«apes from Comiey. Their offi-
cial reason remains that they
were never able to complete the
Fortuna investigation without
the tapes. The NRC suspects that
Forltuna might not have been
passing on to other NRC officials
safety information brought to his
attention. Not following that pro-
wcol could have violated NRC
regulations

l

But Comisy-watchers like
Costello and Henry Bedford,
who's authored a book about
Seabrook, remain petplexed
about why the NRC is still pursu-
ing the tapes.

“I'm at a loss, trying o figure
out why," Bedford says.

“Even if the NRC ware to find
(Fortuna) uad misbehaved, that
wrongdoing would merit no
more than a slap on the wrist.
Yet the NRC is persecuting a
civilian unmercfully becaage it
thinks he might have such evi-
dence.” Costello says.

Comley — who has some rea-
son to feel paranoid - wonders
if the orders to clamp down on
him come from the White House
and his old friend John Sununu
(Comley s as once arrested for
disrupting Governor Sununu's
‘nauguration with an anti-
Seabrook harangue )

It sounds outrageous, but ¢o
sider the recent revelation that &
Department of Energy honcho
sent a memo to Ene
James Watkins propozing the!
Sununu could pressure NRC
chairman Ivan Selin to reverse
his oppnsition to ¢ plan that
would permit the licensing of

public hearings.

!

.

nuclesr power plants wi* - ?

The memo from Willia
Young, assistant secretary for
nuclear energy outlines five
ways to coerce Selin to change
his mind about so-called “one-
stop licensing,” which the Bush
Administration supperts in its
new nuclear energy strategy.

Four of the suggestions in-

volve getting Sununy to exert his
influence on Selin. (Selin is
hired and fired by the White
House.)

Comley vows, however, that he
won't cave into the pressure. “if
I give up one (whistie blower), |
give up all of them ... “ He plans
to seek a stay of Judge Keeton's
order and appeal his case o a
higher court.

As for forking over $172,500,
Comley says ' it's a helluva price
to pay for trying to provide truth
to the public.”

“I haven't committed anv
crime. And look at Seatrook —
nobody fined them for providing
false information o the NR(
about weld safety documenta-
tion (Congress discovered —
thanks, in part, to Comiey — that
Seibrook was licensed with in-
mfficient weld safety records —
a viclation of NRC rules.)

ANUCUER it sallows humor,
Comley is stil' resilient enough
to poke fun at the fines,

“We all know thc sconomy is
bad. Masbe the government
needs the money for weapons.
Personaily, I'd like to see itgoto
extending unemployment bene-
fits.” he says.

It's that spirit the government
seems intent on breaking And
whether you support or oppose
nuclear power, it seems we're ali
better off having Steve Comley
looking out for our safety

Boo Young tn a reporter for Mer-
nmack Valley Sunday.
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ANT! NUKERS "ih-g:?w"w.-’. omiey, left, of Ruwley, Mass,, executive or of “We The |

hold up a banner Monday near President Bush's summer home in Ke. .webunkport, Maine, which
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Nuclear h)e s present letter to Bush staff

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine (A! faver, executive durector of the referendun

foromise
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hers of several groups opposed o nuclear power nmitiee, saxd Fitzwater couldn

felivered a petition asking President Bush to mn liver a letter the group had for Barbara Bust

rstigate allegations of Tup int suclea would alert the White House staft
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Several members of the
ferendum Commitize camed
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he White House staff wonld
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Mr. Stephen B. Comlcy

‘or distinction and achievement in helping to promote
ad perpetuate *he ideals and principles
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Comley from engaging in protected
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Court says
\RC eritie
wronged

- \¢

. 4% o a |
g y wiht
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- FLpbel E 0
man and iongume NRC eritie, on
everal occasions when it barred or

Jected tum from NRC meetings.
e commigsisn “prevented

The court held that Comlev's dis-
piay of posters and b "._'—" suckers
neas 2 the messaze ﬂ‘";f"‘.&""»

—" =

{1ere .‘]l“:‘ on -pe

2a0roox and Plgmm nuclear power

nt protected speech under
ikt Ao e

it appears that
\RU officials
reated Comley
difierently from
other meeting
attendees, and that
tiis difference in
tepatment was
el on nml('\
VIeW s , ..

N A

The NRC's rules as'z;.'*s'. disglay |
{ “visually disruptive” posters or
sifns at its put if meeungs are a
reasonable restmction, but it failed to
« that the actions against Com-
¢ were “viewpoint neutral," Pratt

The court said NRC officials sin-
Jomley oul, assigned secun
s to monitor him at commis
n meetings, and at one |

barred him from a meetng because

¢ Was -.L-“: ing & small bag, &
though ouher members of the publ
were all w.ev Into the Ipem CaITY .ng

briefeases, purses and similar items.

“It appears that NRC officials
treated Comley differently from oth-
er meeting attendees, and that this
difference in treatment was based on
Comley’s views, which no doubt were
irritating and annoy'ng,* the sourt
said.

Ernest Hadley, Comley’s attor-
ney, observed: “The First Amend-
ment is not based on what govern-
ment officials find distressing. Mr.
Comley's conduct was not. disruptive,
and 1o one comphained.”

Hadley said the decision bolsters
arguments that the NRC treats its |
critics more harshly than industry
representatves.

Robert A. Backus, & Manchester,
N.H., attorney who has represered
Seabrook opponents for more than a
fozen vears, said the decision
showed the NRC has been less than
evenhanded

bt
than NRC staff or license spplicants
ever thought they got a fair hear-
g he said, compimning of what he
sseribed as the agency's “barely
disguised contempt for intervenors.”

Joseph J. Fouchard, the NRU's

rector of public affairs, saud the
agency | wing Lhe gedisior
“We don't permil sigms Or DRANES iN

N RO mesungs, but we do nol single
it individuais,” he sad

|

|
i

| don’t think anvbody other |
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