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and 50-306 FEe § 1973

Northern States Power Company

ATTN: Mr. A, V. Diemhart

. Vice President - Engineering
414 Nicolle' Avenue

Minneapolis , Minnesota 55401

Gentlemen:

Our preliminary review of Amendment 28 to the Final Safety Analyeis Report
for the Prairie Isl ind Nuclear Cenerating Plant, Units 1 and 2 indicates

that additional information 1s needed to complete our review of a poatu-
lated rupture, outside of ccntainment, of a pipe carrying high energy fluid.
Avendment 28 provides part of the information requested in our letter of
Decembar 12, 1972, but it does not respond to all applicable requests

(e.g., Request Nos. 9.29.13, 9.29.14, 9.29,15, 9.29.16, 9.29.18, and 9.22,20).
"esponses to all requer # and a description of proposed modifications as
indicated in the enclos e are required for our review.

We understand, based on conversations with Mr. %, C. Ward, that modificatious
for Unit 1 are expected to be coupleted by July 1, 1973, end that you

desire to begin startup tests leading to power operation shortly thereafter,
There are several remaining licensing milestones to be achieved before
issuvance of an operating license can be considered for the Prairie Island
plant. These milestones are a report by the ACRS, supplements to the
staff's Safety Evaluation Report, a Final Environmental Statement, and

in the event of a public hearing, an initial decisicn by an Atomic Safety
and Licensing Board rcgarding radiological and environmental matters.

‘The AEC will take aprropriate measures to expedite the decision-making

process with respect to your application, consistent with satisfaction

of the public { *erest considerations involved !n that process. Ve
expect your Company to do the same. Your response to the requects tor
information and the evaluations by the staff and ACRS of proposed plant
modifications to cope with a postulatad high energy pipe rupture is on
the critical path to the prospective licensing decision date. Your
complete and early response to these requests for information is required
to achieve an early prospective decision date regarding an operating
license.
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