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Re: 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)
May 1,1992
MP '2-461

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
\"ashington, D.C. 20555

Reference: Facility Operating License No. NPF-49
Docket No. 50-423
Licensee Event Raport 02-010-00

1 Gentlemen:

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 92-010-00 required to be suunit. , u.o

thirtv_(30) days pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i), any operation or condition prenibited
by the plant's Technical Specification.

Very truly yours,

NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

FOR; Stephen E. Scace
Director, Millstone Station

/Cf&r'^ [
j --

BY: Cart H.Ye nent
Millstone Unit 3 Director

SES/RJM:1is

- Attachment: LER 92-010-00

cc: T. T. Martin, Region 1 Administrator
W. J. Raymond, Senior Resident inspector, Millstone Unit Nos.1, 2 and 3
V. L. Rooney, NRC Project Manager, Millstone Ur t No. 3t
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;On April 1,1992, with the plant in Mode 1, at 100~c power, it was discovered that some surveillance
requirements were not being met in terms of tesung of atmosphere cleanup fiher units potentially affected by
construction / maintenance activities. Subsequent to the performance of an activity which could have adversely _

jaffected 'a fiher unit, the Technical Specifications require that the following tests be performed: 1) in-place
,'

penetration or b3 pass leakage, 2) charcoal sample, and 3) system flow rate. The in-place penetration or bypass
leakage and system flow rate tests have not been performed as required following recent maintenance actwities.

: The cause of the' event is 'a faihire to identify the required surveillance procedures to be performed following
pamung fire or chemical release in a zone communicating with the filter system.

..

:Im~1ediate corrective action was to venfy that the required surveillance tests have since been performed on
-filtration ur.its that were exposed to painting, fire, or chemical releasc. To prevent recurrence the applicable
operating and surveillance procedures will be revised to provide amphfied direction as to the required
surveillance tests followmg painting, fire or chemical release in a zone communicating with an atmosphere

. cleanup filter system.

_

NAC Form 366 ~
(6-891



.NRn s rA a66A U,S. NUOLE A4 RE GA AToR V CoMMSSION APPROW D oW NO. 3150-0 4 4o
46-891 E WRC S 4:30:92

Estimated becen per response to ccmply wtm tms

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) g*,*g geg g5LSyf,8,M*L,
,

TEXT CONTINUATION av Reyts uanagement ew #43m u s Nueev
Regulatry Comm sson W ash. cyton De 205Ls ano to
the Faorwont Recucts peo,e:t r315>0% ottee ct
Managev1 a% Brpet wasmoton De 20603

F Ach,.lTY N AME (11 DOCKET NJMBER i2) tFA NU5 H D T> F1"U6 f 3)

s, g q - sexmm. nrwacu
PLNtim DAMER

Millstone Nuclear Power Station
Unit 3 o| 5 0) o| 0 4 2|3 9|2 0 | 1|0 0|0 0| 2 OF 0|3

TE AT 01 more space is requved use add tena! NRO Form 366 A'si 117)

1. Description of Event

On April 1,199' it was discovered that filter surveillance test procedures were not being perforrned
consistently after painting and/or welding. These surveillances involved the Auxihar) Building and
Supplementary Leakage Collection and Release System (SLCRS) Filtration Units. The Technical.

4 ,~ Specificauons require that the filtration units be surveillei (a) at least once per 18 months (b) after
structurat maintenance on the filter or charcoal housings or (c) after paintmg. fire, or chemical release m

y any ventilation zone communicatmg with these systems. The specibe surseillance requirements fo!!owing -

_~ painung, fire, or chemical release are as follows: 1) m-place penetration and bypass leakage test, 2)
'

charcoal sample test, and 3) system flow rate test. An mvesugation mto past pamting, fire, or chemicals
- . release events uncovered five documented mcidents, in all cases the charcoal sample tests were

performed to verify charcoal penetration was within the acceptance enteria. The flow tests are performed
on a continual 30 day surveillarce schedule. Tne in-place penetrauon and hypass tests were not o

performed until the next scheduled surveillance which in the worst case was approximately one year later,
This is interpreted as a violation of the intent of the sub ect Technical Specificanons.*'

11 Cauce of Event

The root cause of this event is a failure to identify the proper surveillance test requirements following
painting, fue, or chemical release in an area communicanng with the subject fihranon umts. At some
point in time, following one of these acuvities, it became common practice to perform only the charcoal
sample test. The retest requirements were not specified in the filter system operating procedure. This
single test did not meet the surveillance equirements as stated in the Technical Specifications.

1[L AnMvtic of Event

The event is being reported m accordance with 10CFR50.73(aH2)(i), as a cond tion prohibited by the
planfs Techrucal Specificatiors. The Technical Specificauons for the Auxihar) Building and SLCRS
Filtration Systems require surveillance tests be performed after pamting, fire or chemical release in a
zone which communicates with the fiher unit. The surveillance tests required are filter bypass and -

penetration tests, system flow tests and charcoal sample tests. A review of past acuvities showed that not
all required surveillances were performed as a direct resuh of painting, fire, or chemical release.
Although smquent survetllance tests showed the filter units met all apphcable acceptance enteria, the
intent of the Technical Specifications is interpreted to require a more umely performance of the
surveillance requirements.

These surveillance tests are performed to ensure the rehabilit, of the filter umts after they have been
exposed to potentially harmful environments. The results of these tests can he used to trend the
performance of the filters and determine the effect of specific adverse exposures on the hfe expectancy
of the filter unit components

An mvestigation was undertaken to determine which filter units were affected by the chsconunuity m
required surveillante tesung. The identified fiher units were then senfied to have been satisfactorily tested
m subsequent surveillance tests. The flow test is part of the monthly surveillance test and the
bypass /ptnetration test is performed every 18 months for these fiher units

in all cases the acceptance criteria of subsequent surveillance tests was met and the filter units were
operable at all umes. Therefore, this evem posed no significant safety consequences.

LE fnrreslirt Action

As immediatc correcuve action, the affected hlter units were verified to have passed the required
surseillance tests since the patraing, hre or chenucal rebase was idenuhed aher the most r, cent
exposure,

gwm xts
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To prevent resurrence of this event, the Operations Dep itment will resise the apphcable operatmg and
suncillance procedures to amphfy the surveillance requirements ir the esent of pamune, fire or chemical
release which may afiect the filter uruts. In addiuon the Operations Department personnel responsible for
implementation of the surveillance program have been sensitized to these surveillance requirements.
Further guidance is also bemg provided to the shift supervisors to track these nems on the Shift Turnover
Log.

\. Additiorgi information

Licensee Event Repons submitted which discuss related events are ac follows:

LER Number Inle

87-042-01 .\hssed intermediate Rance/ Power Range Surveillance Due to Procedural
Inadequacy

89-015-00 Inoperable Emergency AC Distribunon-450 VAC Load Center
Cross-Tied Due to Personnel Error

91-013-00 Inoperable B Train Emergency Diesel Generator Due to
inadequate Requirements Review

LER 57-042-01 discusses an event where it was discosered that a sunetllance test to measure detector
plateau cunes of lmermediate Rance and Power Range Neutron Detectors had not been performed. The
root cause was inadequate admmistrative review of the surveillance procedures. Conecuve action was to
review Technical Specification requirements and the correspondmg surveiHance procedures to ensure full
implementation. A review of the apphcable Techmcal Specifications for this event determmed that the
surveillances fully implement the requirements.

LER 89-015-00 documents an event where an Emercency Load Center was not in its norma! abgnment
and did not meet the requirements of the Technical Specificanons. The root cause was inadequate review
of the plant electncal hneup to ensure Techrucal

Specification requirements were met. conectise acuan was to revise the apphcable procedures to
dehneete the required electrical plant hneup condiuons.

LER 91-013-00 discusses an esent where a mamtennnce valve hneup on the Emergency Diesel
Generator air start system caused only one air receiver to be available to start the engine. The root cause
of this esent was iraproper work practices m that a senior hcensed operator failed to senly the Techruca
Specification requirements. correcuve acuon was to counsel the operator intohed and reemphasize the
reqwrements to refer to the Technical Specificauons with all operations persound

These events are sufficiently different in root cause so that their correnne actions vould not hase
prevented this event.

EflS CODES

Systems Commnents

Auxiliary Buildmg Filter-FLT
Fiher System-VF

Su,;plen;entary Leakage
Collection and Release
System-BD
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