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U. S. Nuciear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Gentlemen:

YOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT
RHR VALVE INTERLOCKS OUT QOF CALIBRATION

QUE TO PROCEDURE INADEQUACY

in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73, Georgia Power Company (GPC) hereby submits the
enclosed report rerated to an event which was discovered on April 2, 1992.
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On April 2, 1992, with the unit defueled, it was discovered that Unit 2 had
operated in a condition prohibited by the Technical Specifications (TS). A
procedure writer had found that the procedures used for calibrating the open
permissive interlock bistables for the residual heat removal system (RHRS)
suction isolation valves specified voltage values which could allow the RHRS
suction isolation valves to be opened with reactor coolant system pressure
slightly above the TS required maximum of 277 psig. A review of the interlock
calibrations on April 2, 1992 found a Unit 2 bistable that had been calibrated
in February 1989 with values which established the open permissive interlock for
valve 2HV-8702A at approximately 380 psig. However, since this calibration
setpoint had been lowered during a subsequent calibration, there was no effect
on unit operations,

The cause of this event was incorrect calibration procedures which caused the
upper end of the range of acceptable setpoints for the open permissive
interlock for valve 2HV-8702A to be higher than the maximum value specified by
the TS, The appropriate preocedures have been revised.
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VOCTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT - UNIT 2 05000425

A.

REQUIREMENT FOR REPORT

This report is required per 10 CFR 50.73 (a)(2)(1) because the unit had
operated in a cond.tion prohibited by the Technical Specifications (T§). A
residual heat removal system (RHRS) suction i{solation valve was found to have
had its open permissive interlock incorrectly set, placing the interlock
outside of TS recuirements.

. UNIT STATUS AT TIME OF EVENT

At the time of the discovery of this event, Unit 2 was defueled at 0 percent
of rated thermal power. Other than that describud herein, there was no
inope ‘ble equipment which contributed to the occurrence of this event.

. DESCas »TICSH OF EVENT

On March 25, 1992, a procedure writer was preparing revisions to procedures
used to calibrate the RHRS suction {solation valve open permissive
interlocks, due to TS changes which revised the open permissive setpoint from
377 to 365 psig. These interlocks ensure that the suction isolation valves
between the RHRS and the reactor coolant system (RCS) cannot be opened until
RCS pressure drops below 377 psig, as required by T8 4.5.2.d.1.a. The
procedure writer found that the procedures called for callbrating the
bistables with voltage values which were high enough to allow the valves to
open with RCS pressure above 377 psig. After review of existing calibration
data, it was found that on two occasions, the as-left voltage values would
have allowed the valves to be opened with RCS pressure at approximately

379 psig. However, when the static head pressure of 4.77 psi was taken into
account, the calibrated setpoint was found to be less than 377 psig.

On April 2, 1992, further review of the previous interlock calibration data
was performed and it was found that a Unit 2 bistable had been calibrated in
February 1989 with a value whicl. would have allowed valve 2HV-87024 to be
opened with RCS pressure at approximately 380 psig, even when taking statlic
head pressure into account. However, there was no effect on unit operations
since this setpoint had been lowered during a subsequent calibration. No
other incorrect calibrations were found.

. CAUSE OF EVENT

The cause of this event was incorrect calibration rocedures which cauced the
open prrmissive interlock setpoint for valve 2HV-8702A to be higher than the
maximum value specified by the TS. A review of the procedures and instrument
scaling sheets used to prepare the procedures revealed that the procedure
writer applied a tolerance band above the expected setpoint. In this case,
the upper end of the band fur the setpoint tolerance should have prohibited
calibration values corresponding to pressures greater than 377 sig.
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