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OHIO CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBLE ENERCY, INC.

: 8275 MUNSON RGAD  MENTOR, OHIO 44060
' (216) 255-3158

April 18, 1%92

Mr. James K. Hall, Sr. Project Manager
Project Directorate 111-3

Division of Reactor Projects I111/1IV/V
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
wWashington, DC 20555

Re: Perry Nuclear Power Plant, Unit 1, Docket MNc. 50-440
Dear Mr. Hall:

I am writing to inform you of the recent decisicn of the John
Carroll University to close its seismology lahoratory. °s
outlined on the following pages, this action will have a)
adverse effect on nuclear safety by reducing our ability to
accurately monitor seismic activity in Nertheast Ohioc.

It i OCRE's position that the Perry license¢es should be
required to fund seismic monitoring, and additional geophysical
research, to ensure that the public health and safety are not
threatened by earthquake-induced nuclear accidents.

OCRE also believes there should be increased federal funding
for such research. OCRE is aware of the unfortunate impact of
budget cuts over the past decade on NRC-sponsored research and
is willing to provide assistance in urging Congress to restore
this vital funding.

Please let me know if OCRE can be of service in this or other
matters promoting nuclear safety.

Sincerely,

N o e «-{
M B A {.({.(_1«_4"

Susan L. Hiatt
OCRE QRepresentative
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OHIO CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBLE ENERGY

P.O. BOX 22 + GRAND RIVER, OHIO 44045
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Lcantace:

John Carroll close‘s,department,
Lake, Geanga seismology stations

By Robin L. Daugherty

Reews Hedaid Staft Wiilsr

The clostag of John Carroll Univer-
sity's sesmology dopartment and fub-
oatory witl put an end 10 operanons
at five network stations 1o Lake and
Crénuga Counties,

The Rev. Witliam Ot1, department
direcior, saig tracking statiens in Wil
loughby/Meator,  Leroy Township,
Chester Township and East Claridon
Township wili close with the depart-
ment this sut uner.

Ot said closng the statons will

miake it dufficult 1o track seismic ae-

wvity in Northeast Ohio.
“Small quakes won't even be de-

qected at all excepl by those who feel

thee " Ot sind.

University officials plan 1o shut
down seismology ope.ations over the
swmmer becavse fundiog has run oul
and O will be leaving the noivenity
for work in La Paz, Bolivia.

SGinee there §5 no rvady  fuoding
avinlible, the university hind to make
the decision whether © keep the b
open of close 1, Ot sid. “Aler
thought and because 1 was leaving,
they deciged 1o shut it down.”

Ot said the Perry Nudlear Power
Plant will continue o have o few
sersmic tracking anstoiments 1h opei-
atiate - Oiher thun that, the nearest
station will be i New York State, be
sangl

There have bon fucilities in West-
ern Ohio operated by the University
of Michigan al Ann Arbor, but the
federal an funding the project will
eapise in September, O said. The
university has decided against seehing
aliernate funding.

John Carroll opened s netwark
stations in 1986 following sn carth-
quake 10 Lake and Geauga that regis-
tered 5.0 on the Richier Scale.

Funding lor the project came Do
the upiveisdy and one-time dona-
tions from CED through the Perty Nu-
clear Power Plant end ICT Amernicas
Ing. in Perry. Funding tolaled aboul
$120,000 over the past six years, Ou
said, The wmversity had w cut the
program lunding foliowing recent, se-
vere brdgets cats from the state,

Ot said he suggested a proposal
that would keep several stations open
and supaevised by a renred seismol-
ogy deparument durector for about
$12.000 10 $15.000, 50 there would
still be some sewsmic tracking. The
university declingd the proposal, he
said,

The impact of closiag the stalions is
hard 1o predict, Ou sawd, but the
stations have been belpiul in tracking
sevsmic me vement. He sud reseasch
has proven that a fauhi or weakness
— valled the Akror Magaeuc Bound-
aries by researchers -~ hes below the
surfuce ol Northean Ohio
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Susar L. Hiatt, Ulcectal
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