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NEILL AUSTIN BRITTON,
the witness hereinbefore named, having been first
duly ceutioned and sworn to tell the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth, testified on
his cath as follows:

MR. DOWNEY: This deposition is being
taken as part of the licensing proceeding for the
Comanche Peak &team Electric Station, which
proceeding is now pending before the ASLB. Fursuant
to the order of the ASLB, this deposition is being
taken upon direct examination. Cross-exemination of
the witness hes been deferred until the hearing
before the Board, which is now scheduled for
sSeptember 10, 19564.

EXAMINATION

BY MR. DOWHNEY:

e Mr. Britton, will you please state your
full name for the record.

A Neill Austin Britton.

U And by whom are you employed?

A Brown & Root.

e And in what capacity are you employed by
Prown & Root?

Ao At the present I aw a Level III guality

engineer in the Protective Coatings Department.

FEDERAL COURT REPOURTERS
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Q. Is your employment at the Cowmanche Peak
Steam Llectric Station?

A YeB.

G Mr. Britton, did you first ~-- when did you
first begin work at Cowanche Peak?

A March 1976.

G In what capacity were you employed at that
time?
A i came in as an inspector, and later on 1

was promotec to lead inspector.
Qe In what discipline did you initielly work?
A Civil.
We in what position was your principal job
function, to inspect concrete?
A Yes.
U How long did you stay in the civil area?

A Until approximately June 1978.

Ao At that time were you transferred t0o a new
discipline?

A, Yes, sir.

Ge Te which discipline were you transferred?

Ae Protective coatings.

Ue And in what capacity did you begin working
in the protective coatings area?

A As an inspector Level 11.
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position?

Ao 1 supervised the day~to-day activities of
the protective cvatings inspectors on the site. 1
alsc hed administrative responsibility for all of
the enployees in the department,

Ue You testified that you remained in that
position until November of 198l; is that right?

Ao Yesn.

Ue And at that time what position cid you

assume?

A 1 returned tc Comanche Peak te work on the

backfit program in the coatings area.

e And what wes the status of the backfit
program at the time you returned to Comanche Peak?

A The backfit program had just begun a few
weeks warlier.

Q. What responsibilities did you assume for
that program?

Me I assumed responsibility for iAwmplementing
the bachfit procedures, performing backfit tests,
preparing and reviewing backfit inspection
documentation an?d ‘nterfacing with en engineer for
resolution of unsatisfactory items.

e Approximately how many persons did you

supervise in that position?

B e
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A

Qe

Approximately six.

Who was your supervisor when you first took

responsibility for the backfit program?

A
Qe
coatings

A

e

Kon Michaels.

Was Mr. Michaels assoclated with ongoing
Anspection efforts?

No. Just the backfit program.

What i1s the difference between the backfit

inspection program and the ongoing inspection

program?

A

Dackfiit inspectors conduct special

destructive tests on coatings that had been applied

several wonths ©or even years before. The congoing

inspectors conduct inspections of peinting

activities thaet are being performed at the time.

Qe

coatings

pid there come a time when the backfit

inspection program was conscolideted with

the ongoing coatings inspecticon program?

date?
A

coatings

Yes,
When did that occur?
March Bth, 19%62.

What position did you assume as of that

UC supervisor for ongoing protective

inspection work and the backfit program.
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Q.

for the entire inspection effort in the coatings

area;

A

G

yOour supervision at that time?

A

e

backfit area?

A

e

inspection activities?

A

Ue

Ao

Houston Gunn and a clerk,

G
day
N
e
night
A
U
A

e

shife?

§0 at that time you assumed responsibility

is that right?

Yes. .

Approximately how many employees were under ‘

12.

How many of those were assigned to the

Six.

Were the rest assigned to ongoing

Yes.

Who were the ongoing inspectors?
Joe Krelak, sherman Sheldon, Bob Hamilton, !
Cordella Birdwell.

Were all of these people assigned vo the

Yes.

Did you have any responsibilities for any
shift inspectors?

Yes, I did.
Who worked on the night shift?
Biil Dunham and Joe Fazi.

Did they do ongoing inspections or backfit

FEDERAL COURT REPORTERS
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o PRI T ey X
1 A All cother inspection activities in the i
" 2 coatings aresa required inspectors teo work in high 3
3 . places on & regular basis. ;
4 | Ue ¥Was he required to do any climbing in the ?
5 ﬁ peaint shop?
o A Ne, sir, he wasn't.
7 Q. low long had Mr. Gunn been assigned to the
& paint shop?
9 | A For several years. |
10 | Q. Was he assigned there when you first became i
11 | a coatings inspector in July 19787 ?
i2 A Yes, sir. 5
' 13 e Te your knowledge, did Mr. Gunn perform any |
14 field inspections?
15% A Kot to my knowledge, i
ie Qs Was working in the paint shop a full-time |
17 activity? ;
le A Yes, it was.
19 Qe Mr. Britton, do you recall the events that i
200 | led to the termination of the employment of Bob '
21 Hamilton, Joe Krolak and Sherman Shelton?
22 Ao Yes, sir.
23 i e On what dete wele they terminated?
24 A March 9, 1962.
. 25 Qe What's your first recellection of the
| |
| |
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events that led to their termination?

A The first recollection I have is & phone
call I received that morning from a superviscr in
the paint department.

Ue Do you recall who made that call?

A I believe it was either Charles COxley or
Jim brackin.

Ue what Jdid the paint supervisor tell you?

A lie said construction had en inspection
ready on the CARP.

Qe What is the CARPT

Ao The Containwment Access Rotat.ag Platform.
He said they had an inspection on the liner plate.

e Lid the peint supervisor indicate there was
any preblem?

Ao Yes, he did., He said the inspectors would |
not come up to perform the inspection because they
thought it was unsafe.

Je Wwhen you say they thought it was unsafe, do
you mean the inspectors?

Ao Yes. 1 mean Mr, Hamilton, Mr. Krolak and
Mr. Shelton.

e What Jid you say to the paint supervisor to

whom you spoke?

A 1 teld him I would look into it and get

g
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back with him,

Qe Mre. Britton, do you know where this
particular inspection was to be performed?

A, Yes, sir, I do,

Qe Where was the inspection to be performed?

A On the liner plate at approximately e
thousand feet elevation, I do not recollect the
agziwuth, but it was around aziwmuth 20,

[ 20 percent, around?

A Foughly 20 percent.

e How does one get to this particuler
lecation to make an Inspection?

As At that time you would take the elevator
from elevation 808 to elevation 905, At that point
you would a send a scaffold in a series of ladders
to the CARP rail, which is located at elevation 1006,
At the top of the last liedder there was a rest
platform. When you got off the rest platform, there
was a4 safety cable mounted approximately four feet
above the rail, The cable and the rail run 360
degrees around the entire Containment Building.

From the rest platform, the inspector would
hook his lanyard to the cable and step onto the rail,

Ve How fatr from the linetr plate is the CARP

rail?

FEDERAL CUURT REFPORTERE
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A The liner plate is approximately six reet
from the center of the rail.

Q. And how wide is the CARP rail?

A Approximately two feet.

G I vant to understand this correctly. On
the CARP rail was 2 track that is two feet wide that

you can use tec walk around the entire Containment

Building?
A. Correct.
Ge What safety apparatus is used when you walk

on this track?

A Safety ~=- the safety apparatus on this
track is &2 life line which is composed of
three=~eighths inch cable attached permanently to the
liner plate. You attach one end of your lanyard to
your safety belt and one into the cable. You then
walk around to the area of your inspection work
activity.

Ve Now, you said this particular inspection
activity was approximately 60 degrees?

Ao Right .

Ue When you arrived at the work area, from
what base do you work?

A You work from a swing estage, which is a

platform with rails that is hunyg between the CARP

FEDERAL COURT REPORTERS
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rail supports.

Qe S0 there is & scaffolding that is placed
between ==

A between the two supports.

' -« betveen the two supports.

60 you get off of the rail at this point

and into the scaffolding?

A Yes.

Ge when working in this area, painters and

paint inspectors worked off of scaffolding that's

between the rail and the liner plate; is that right?

A That's correct,

U What safety apparatus is attached to the
scaffolad from which you work?

A There is & rope binder. You unhook yeour
lanyard and rehovk ‘t in the rope binder before
entering the basket.

Ue 50 that's the process an inspector would
have to Jdo ==~

Ao Yes.

Ce = tO get to his assigned work, this

particular work that was belng requested?

A Yes, sir.
g 50 at any time does the inspector work off
the rail?

FELERAL COURT REPORTERS
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A No.

Qe The rail .s simply used to get to the place
of worky is that right?

e That's correct.,

Qe in vhe backifit program that ycu had been
supervising, had you worked off the CARP rail?

b Yes, 1 had.

Qe And have your inspectors worked off the
CARP rail?

A Yes.

Qe 1 say “"worked off." They used it tc gst tc
the work arca; is that right?

A Yes .

Q. S0 you were famillar with this area?
A Yes, 1 was.

Q. And you were at the time?

Lo Yes.

U You testified that you received this calil
from Mr. Brackin or ¥Mr. Oxley reporting toc you
exactly where the inspection was. What did you say
to Mr. Brackin or Mr. Oxley in response to their
report to you?

A That J weculd check into the situation and
get back to theun.

Ue Fellowing this phone call, what did you do

FEDERAL COURT REPORTERS
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bid you accompany them?
A Yes,
Qe When did you go to the rail?

Aa Right after Mr, Williams returned from Mr.

Brandt's vffice,

Ue What did you find when you arrived there?

A, The life lines were up, There was no

debris or oil or grease on the rail. The rail

provided adeqguate footing, and that the inspection

wae accessible.

Qe Mr, Britton, did you walk around the rail

to the point of the inspection?

A, Yes, I did,.

Ce Did you hoosn your lanyaid Lo the safety

A Yes, 1 did,

Ue Was the safety line tauct?

A, Yes, it was.

Qe How high about the rail was the safety line?

Ao Approximately four feet.,

e How long is the safety line?

A Eix feet.,

Ue if one were to fall while walking along the

rail, how far could you fall below the rail itself?

A From the point of the safety line to the

FEDERAL COURT REPCORTERS
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} vioclation or unsafe working conditjons, and that Mr.
E Williams and 1 had inspected the area and we thought :
} it was safe.,
i Ge Pid Mr. Brandt again ask them to perform :
j the inspection? |
A Yes, he did.
U Did Mr. Purdy join in that request?
Ao Yes. |
Ge wWhat was the response to this request? ;
A They said they wouldn't do it because it i
was unsafe. |
z
Qe And what happened at this point? i
Ae At this point there was no alternative. |
Mr. Purdy and Mr. Brandt terminated the individuals.
Qe Ppo you know the basis for the termination? |
A Yes. For failure to perform assigned |
duties end failure to follow instructions. f
U Following the termination of Mr. Hamilton |
and Mr. Krolak and Mr. Shelton, did you continue to ‘
be supervisor of the coatings group? |
A Yes, I did.
Ue pased or your observations, did the
termination of those three gentlemen in any way
deter the remaining inspectors from writing up
non-conforming conditions? |
|
PTTER S =
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area and it was safe, Pozens of craftemen and octher

inspectors repeatedly walked the rail to their work

area without incident. On the basis of these facts,

1 believe Mr. Purdy and Mr. Brandt made the right
decision on the basis of these facts.

MR. DOWHNEY: NoO more guestions.
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DAVID B. JACKSON, €672, KPR, CSE
- ' IN AND POR THE STATE OF TEXAS
1226 Commerce, Suite 411l
5 DPellas, Texas 75202
(214) 742-3035

7 . My commission expires December 31, 1985

10
i1
12
" 13
14
13
ie

17

19
20
.
22
23
24

25

R omaisitimhsronats oy pscmmes ot

FEDERAL COURT REPORTERS




~.

S E0Ts soteting Platiorm & Rail secembly & £1, 1002+ T:ziel) Lspects

r20v: Leill Britton, (54

ttarch 17, 1482
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Lot P, i " s aasiori Lsalw ang Yayl =ity l_\. L o ineneltI0h w320 ge of Lhge aL0VE
.

¢ bi harry Killiams, Hike Fortie znd myself, | observeg ine following:

re 37 D)5' & scaifold leads to the  tov ¢ ine glevator shzft with 2 sign
retied requiring notification of ine rigaer before asienting tne coafinlc
wilh s2cire anc hendrails at the top of the elevetor snaft which ¢ ong 1oced

v ith kendrails. A ladder leads to the polar Crane rail at wrich lhoere 15 an
. .n lazdder with a vertical safety line with a rope binder wnich is uvsed 10
~-en¢ this ladder up to a rest pletform. From this point,” the ladder is

 soee 1o Lhe next rest platiorm. At this point, the rest platform is even
vitn tne rotating pletform rail and beam essembly, 8 person must be hocked
v safety belt lanyard before stepping On 10 the rail and beam essembly

v ich i 2' wide. The safety line is 3/8" cable running horizontel eround

e resctor containment o, 2 @ approximately 5' above elevation of beam

ve veil ernembly.  Yhen 1 was observing all items above, also, | found the
rsil and teen acembly te be free of debris, furthermore, ] scuffed my fcet

i if beam was ory and clean, this producing favorable recults, At
his point, 1 walied eppro>imately 60 f1. on the rail to the point the in-

L SR AL
4

coection would take place. At this point, a hanging scaffold had been placed
with handrails, kickrails, elc. ] caw no unsafe conditions. The above

jiems are correct to the best of iy rnowledoe, also, these conditions observec
on 3/9/62.
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