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RONALD D. MCcBEE,
the witness hereinbefore named, being first duly
cautioned and sworn to testify the truth, the whole
truth anéd nothing but the truth, testified on his
oath as follows:
MR, WATKINS: This is the prefiled
direct testimony of Ronald McBee. Mr, McBee is o
Brown & Root employee at Comanche Feak, He is
appearing as a witness in this proceeding
veluntarily and is not under subpoena.
My name is McMeill watkins, counsel for
Applicants in this licensing proceeding.,
EXAMINATION
BY MR, WATKINS;
Ge Woule you state your full name, please,
Ao Renald D. McBec,

Ue Ey whom are you employed?

A, 2rown & Root.
Qe where are you employed?
A Comanche Peak,

Q. What is your job title?

A Piping foreman,

Ce How long have you been & piping foreman at
Comanche Peak?

A Almost five years,

FEDERAL COURT REFORTEK
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KWould you briefly describe your duties as a

piping foreman? |

A

Supervise the installetion and welding of

the piping systems,

U

A

Qe
19847

A.

Qe

Ao
plant in

Qe

A

Ce

Aa

Ce

A

auxiliary feed valves,

January 19847

How many jpeople co you supervise?
13,

Po they consist of crews?

Yes, sir.

How many crews do you supervise?
1 have six. i

Do you remember working on January the 1l4th,

Yes, sir.

Why do you remember?
nine years,

what were you dolng on that day?

|
l
The most hours I put in in one dey at that 1
|
|
Supervising the installation of six~inch |

l

Was Jackie Ables one of your welders in

Yes.

was Richard Simpson one of your plpefitters

in January 19847 j

Yes,

FEUERAL CCURT REPURTERS
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Ce Would you describe their work on thet day?

A We had to install a six-inch auxiliary feed

valve into a six~inch system,

Ve How many welde were involved in that valve

installation?

A Three.

Ve has Saturday a normol workday for Mr, Ables
and Mr., Simpson?

A, No, sir.

Ce Did you, at some time on Saturday, request
another welder?

A, Yes, sir. HKe was there on another job anc
finished his job and we pulled him over to auxiliary

feed,

Qe Wi.at was that welder's name?

i 2o vanny WwWright,

Ue Puring this period, January of 1984, were
5 QC inspectors normally working on Saturdays?

! A No, sir.

i Ue Did you reguest that a (C inspector report
| to work in connection with the work that your crew
. was dolng on Saturday?

A Yes, sir.

Ve who ¢id you make the request to?

A. Al Justice.

TR
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i
: Ve Would you describe the work thet your crew
i did on Saturday morning in connection with this E
5 valve operation? !
: A. We prepared the plpe for QC inspection of f
| cleanliness, fit-up and preheat,
Ue Earlier you mentioned that there were three

welds involved. On what welds was your crew ﬁ

performing the cleanliness, fit-up and preheat?
A Filelu weld 35C and Flela welcd 40C.,

Qe What was the other weld assocliated with

. i
this valve? i

A wWeld 34a.

Qe Mr. McBee, what was the status of Weld 34A

on Saturday morning when your crew was working on
cleanliness and f[it-up of the other two welas?
A It had been welded 35 percent.

Qe Lo you recall when it wes welded 35 percent?

A The day before, Friday.

Qe Pid QC perform an inspection of the

cleanliness, fit-up eand prehest operations on
Saturday worning for Field whelds 239C and 4007 ‘
Ao Yes, sir. ‘
Qe wWho was the QC inspector performing those
inspections?

A Jack Stanford,




10

i1

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

<1

2

23

e

25

e

Qe

| s
Qe
As

Ce

A

U

A

Ve

Al

When dic¢ your c¢rew commence welding on

Saturday, January l4th?

As 1 recall, it was after lunch,
When did your crew complete the welding?
After midnight,

Did Mr., Stanford stey until the welding was

completed?

No, sir.

When did he leave?

3:30 in the afternoon,

How do you remember that he left at 3:307

Al Justice and myself had discussed whether

we were going to get finished and need the

4 inspections done by (C that day, and we cecided that
!

we would not finish the welds for some time, Al

1 decided to let Mr, Stanford go at 3:30, which was

. the neormal shift change,

M
| Ao
|
i e
A
| Qe
‘= A,
welder

e

Who is Fr, Justice?

lie 18 my general foreman,

When dlid you leave work that day’

After mionight,

Pid anyone leave with you?

The fitter, Richarad Simpson, and the extre
, Danny wright,

wWas anyone still working on this operation

FEDERAL COURT KEPORTERS
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|
|
;
|
l

when you left?

A Yes, sir. Jackie Ables was working, enad Al
Justice was supervising.

Ve What was Mr., Ables doing?

A The welding had been completed and Wr.
Ables was prepping the pipe for inspection,

Ve Coula you describe prepping, please?

A Yes, You get & power grinder with a
sanding disk on it, and y-u grind the rough part of
the weld down,

Ue You mentioned that they were preparing the
welds for inspection, Was thetez & CC inspector
thee to perform the iInspection?

A No, sir.

Qe Mr. McBee, is there any wey that your crew
of craftsmen could have presented any of the three
welds involved in this operation for & tinal visual
test or penetrant test to QC inspection on faturday,
January l4th?

A, No, sir.

Qe Why is that?

A The welds were not finished and pregppec
until after midnight, and there was no QC inspectors
on the job,

Ue Wes there any resson why you would want one

R S
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of the welds inspected for visual or penetrant test

on the l4th, and not the others?
A No, sir.

Ge Why 18 that?

|
|
|
|
A They 211 need to be cone at the same time,
The system was needed to turn the water on. As far

as our work was concerned, we needed to complete all

three welds and have them iInspected.,

Ce Did you reguest that any type of testing be
done on January the 1l4th?

A, On the 14th? KT,

Ve What s RT?

A Radiographic testing.

Ve How did you request that RT's be performed?

Ao Il had filled out a2 standard RT request the
morning of the l4th, anad 1 kept it with me all dry.

Qe Pid you t1l1]l out & request for each weld?

A Yes, sir.

Ge Mr. McBee, 1 show you & document that's
been marked for identificetion as McBee Exhibit 1.
Could you identify thaet form, please?

A It's an KT for Fleld weld 35C on
AF~1=-88~0C7,

Ce Pid you prepere that request?

As Yll. sir.

FEDERAL COURT REFPOUKRTERE
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Qe What
Ao The
Ue ol B

McBee Exhibit

please.
A, That
Weld 34a,
Qe Did
A Yes,
Ve What
A 1714
Ve Mr.

is the date on that form?

date is 1/14/84.

show you & document that's bLeen marked

2 and ask if you will identity that,

is and RT request for AF~1-5B-007,

YOou prepare that request?
sir.
is the date on 1t?

/84,

McBee, 1'l]l show you a document that's

been marked as McBee Exhibit 3 and ask you to

ildentify that

¢ Please,

Ao That's en RT request for Field Weld 40C for

AF-1-8B-00C7,
Qe Dia

N Yes,

you prepare that request?

sir.

Qs when 18 it deted?

A 1/14

Ue Mr.

regquest forms that we have,

stamps, “acce

2, and on Exhibit 3

/64,

McBee, on the coples of these RT

there appear to be

pted® and "accepted,” on Exhbibits 1 and

there when you prepared the requestc?

B+ — e et et e e =

FEDERAL COURT REPORTERS
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A, No, sir.

Ue Did you personelly submit these forms to
radiography requesting that the RT be performed?

A No, sir. I turned them over to Al Justice,

Ce When did you turn them over to Mr, Justice?

Ao before 1 left Satuicey night -= or Sunday
rorning.

Qe After you left the site on Suncay morming,
when dic you next report for work?

A Monday morning, 6:30,.

Ce What was the status of Fleld wWelds 29C ana
40C and weld J4A on Moncday morning?

A I went to Bob Reec's office first thing
Monday morning. That's where I found out the
results from the R71's, and I saw that Fleld wWeld 39C
wWas accepted, Weld 34A was accepted and Field welo
40C was rejected.

Qo How did you learn that?

Ao The sheets had been stamped by the QC which
reviews the [ilm,

Ve Are you referring to the acceptance stamps
on Exhibits 1 and 27

A Yes, the ecceptance stamps at the bottom
righthand=slide corner of the sheets,

U What action did you take with respect to

FELERAL COUKT REPCRTERE
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Fileld wel

Ao

to get QA/QC to come down and inspect & finel VT and

PT.

Ve
you've te
you take?

A
engineeri
RPE's.

e

Ae

Ve

A

Ce
RPE?

Ao

Ce
engineeri

A

Ve

Ao

e
repair?

A

FETEL ks A i B

d 319C and wWeld 34A7

I put my crew back onto them and told thew

with respect to Field welc 40C, which

stified had @ rejected RT, what action dia

I waited 'till seven o'clock when welding

ng was open, I went to Zeke, who prepares

who Is "2Zeke"?

James Zwahr.,

what is an RPE?

A Repair Frocess Sheet,

Lid you request Mr, Zwabr to prepare an

Yes, 1 did.

Did you receive the KPS from welding

ng?

Yes, in micé=morning.

Pid your crew work on the repalr that day?
Yes, sir.,

Do you recall when they completed their

That same cay.

FELERAL COURT REPORTERS
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Qe Did you request another KT on Field welda
40C?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. When did you do that?

A The same day. 1l prepared & request form
that morning.

Qe When did you submit the form teo the
radiographers?

A, When we finished the repair, It just so
happened that the group that shoots the welds were
in the same area doing another weld, and we just i
handed it to them in the area and they proceed to do ;
setup on |it,

Ve Mr. McBee, 1 show you a document marked as
McBee Exhibit 4 aned ask If you can identify it?

A Yes, This is the RT request that I
prepared for Field wWeld 4CC on Monday, January 16,

Ce bid you or your crew call for any other QC
inspections on Fielda wWeld 40C, other than the RT, on
Monday, January the 16th?
A No, sir.,
Ve Loes & plping foreman, such as yourseltl,
fill out any document that reports the progress on
work done by your crews?

A I fill out progress reports.
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e

Ve

Can

It's

you describe & progress report?

@ report which shows the size, the

system and the type of work done on thet system,

}
|
|

.
Ao

Ue

A

Ve

A

Ve
A

Ve

As

Ce

A

Ue

|

A

Ve

Ao

Qe

How
Lach

Mr.

Yes,
bidg

Yes,
Does

Yes,
hat

Janu

And is thet when you filled this report out?

Yes,

Did

Yes,
wWhic
Flel

Iin ¢t

o aesriorscas

often do you fill out those reports?
day.

Mcbee, 1'1]l show you & document that's

been marked as McBee Exhibit 5 and ask you if that

is a progress report that you have just dJescribed.

sir.
you prepare this report?
sir,
your signature appear on it?
sir,
is the date of that report?

ary 16th, ‘84,

sir.

you, in that report, record your crew's
progress with respect to any of the welds that were
involved in the valve operation that you have

discussed Iin your testimony?

sir.,
h welds does it report?
d Weld 39C and welcd 34A, 10C percent.

he column on the far righthand side of

FEDEREAL COURT REPURTERSE
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|
1 i this Fipe Lepartment fleld progress report, there .
‘ 2 ! appears in the line that's next to these two welds,
3 ; the legend NDE followed by & number. To what does
“ ; that NDE number refer? ;
- | Ao To & non~destructive examination report |
6 i chit,
7 ! Ve Can you describe that chit, please? :
3 i A It has the print number, the fleld weld
9 | number and the QC signature, and what type of work
10 was performed, |
11 Ve Who submits the chits to you, as a foreman?
12 | Ao The craftsmen, !
" 13 | Ue what is the purpose of the chit? ;
14 i Ao 0 my crews can report their progress to z
|
15 ' ne. |
|
16 : Qe Mr, McBee, 1'l]l show you & document that's
17 ; been marked as McBee Exhibit 6 and ask you to T
186 ; idencity ft. |
19 i Ae This 1s an NDE chit.
20 E Ce To what weld does that chit refer?
21 i A Fleld welda 38C.
22 : Q. What is the date of the chit? |
23 | Ae 1716784, |
24 | Ue Loes the chit number correspond to one of
‘ 25 the numbers on your progress report?

FEDERAL COURT REFURTERS




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
P
43
24

Wom el - sy

i

A Yes, sir. To Fileld wWeld 39C,

Qe 1'11 show you a document that's been markec
es McBee Exhibit 7 and ask you {f you cen identify
that, please,

A Yes, sir. That's an NDE chit for weld 34a,

Je What is the date on that chit?

A l/16/84,

Qo And does the NDE chit number correspond to
the daily progress report entry for Field Welad 34A7

A, Yes, sir.

Qe Ate these chits the partial basls on which
you fill out the entries in your daily progress
reports?

A Yes, sir.

Qe Your progress report for January the 1l6th
does not list sany progress for Fileld weld 40C; 1is
that correct?

A True, yes, sir.

Ce when did you learn the results of the
second RT that you earlier testiflied you had orcered
for Fileld weld 40C7

Ao Tuesday morning.

Qe How did you learn?

A I went to Bob Reed's office at 6:30, and

the KT regquest was there with an accept stamp on the

'
!

|

‘
|
|
‘
|
|

il



righthand~side corner,

' 2 Ue On the basis of that acceptance, did you |
3 | issue any Instructions to your crew regarding Field
4 ; Weld 40C? ;
S ; A 1 told them to go out and reguest FT and VT
6 i inspections on the weld as soon as possible.
7 ! Qe Mr. McBee, 1'1l]l show you & document that's
& i been marked as McBee Exhibit 8 and ask you to
9 E identify that, please.
10 i Ao I1t's a daily progress for January 17, ‘84,
ol Co Did you sign that document?
12 Ao Yes, sir.,
' 13 | Ve Pid you prepare that document? 1
14 | A Yes, sir. |
15 | Q. Does that document report your progress on
16 | Field weld 40C? |
17 A Yes, s8ir, 100 percent complete on 40C.,
18 Qo And does it list an NDE chit number for

19 Fleld wWeld 40C7

20 : A, Yes, sir.

21 : Ue ¥r, McBee, 1'll show you & document that's
22 been marked &8s FcBee Exhibit 9 and ask you {f that
23 ' 18 the chit for Filelo wWelc 40C that corresponds to

24 the entry in your dally progress report?

25 A. Yes, sirv, it 1s.

FEDERAL CUURT KEPORTERS
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Ce Wwas that chit the tasis for your entry in
your progress report of January the 17th?

A, Yes, sir,

Ve Wwhy did you and your crew work for so long
on Saturday on this valve coperation?

A, As 1 recall, brown & Root wanted to turn
the system over to TUGCO, the owner.

Ue When was the system turned over to the
owner?

A On Janvary l&, 19584,

Ve wWhen & system Is turned over, is the
turnover documented?

A Yes, sir. We have a startup work
authorization, SWA,

Ve Who prepares the SWA?

A The stertup test engineers for TUGCO.

Qe Lo you in any way participaete in the
preparsation of that cdocument?

A I have to sign completion of the work being
performed on the system,

Ce Pld you prepare or sign an EWA with respect
to the system of which Fileld Welus 39C and 40C and
Weld 34A welds weoere & parc?

A, Yes, sirt.,

(U When did you do so?

TS BT L I AR T
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A, January 18th, ‘84,

Q. Mr. McBee, after January 18, did you have
further conversations regarding these welds?
A Yes, sir.

Qs wWith whom did you have & conversation?
A Jack Stanford,

Qe Would you describe the substance of the
conversation?

A Some time later he come to me and was
asking me if 1 could help him jog his memory on
inspections and what took place.

G What was the basis for his concern?

A. ke sald that he had ~= somebody hed said he
had illegally changed the date on a card on
inspections, The review group up on the hill was
hitting him up about it., And we =- my fitter just
happened to be present at the time with me, and we
talked to him -- we all conversed between ourselves
on it and

about the dates, Saturday through Monday,

nelped jog his memory. All of us jogged our memory
on it,

And before he left the conversation, he was
remenbering pertially whet bad happened, took place.
He looked at the back of the cerd and saw the other

detes and just accidentally wrote down the same

FEDERAL COURT REPUORTEF
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1 f dates he was looking 2t, wrote down the other dates
. 2 E which was on the card, which was cleanliness and
3 i fit-up, which was March the l4th., &2nd he just
4 ; accidentally wrote down those dates because Le was
5 i looking at them.
6 % Qe Who wes the fitter thet wes present during
7 ! this conversation?
é g A Richard Simpson,
9 { Ce Joes that conclude your testimony?
10 g Ao Yes, it does,
11 i Qe Thank you, Mr. McBee, ;
12 E A You're welcome.,
". 13 i
|
15 I
16 |
18 | |
19 '
20
e
22 |
23 | ;
24 &
R g
AT RN, R R i . Tolan TED R
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I, RONALD D. McBEE, have read the foregoeing
deposition, and hereby affix my signature that same

is true and correct, except as noted herein.

RONALD D, MCBEE

SUBSCRIBED and sworn to before me this the

day of ¢ 1584,

NOTARY PUBLIC for the
btate of Texas

Ky Commission Expires:

FEDERAL COURT REFORTERS
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SIATE OF TER¥X»rS )

! l, Janet E, Echatfer, KPR, Certified Shorthand

, Reporter in ead for the Etate of Taxaes, do hereby
certify that there came before me on the l€th day of

% August, A, D,, 198¢, st the Clen Rose Motor Inn, é
i Glen Rose, Yexes, the tollowing named person, to-wit:

| Konald D, McBee, who was Ly me duly sworn to testify
.

l the truth and nothing but the truth of his knowledge
. touching and concerning the matters in controversy
in this cause; and thet he was thereupon examined

| upon his oath and his examination reduced to writing
under my supervigsion; same to be sworn and
subscrikted to by sald witness before any notary

publice.

I futther certii)y that 1 em nelthesr attorney ot
counsel tor, nor reles.ed to or employed by, any of
| the parties to the asction in which this deposition

is taken, and further that | am not a relative or
| employee of any ettorney or counsel employed by the |
partier hrreto, or “inancially interested in the l

actien. |

In witness whereotf, ] have hereunto set my hand

FEDLEAL CCUKRT REFPORTERSE
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!___.,ﬂ_w ST peaie ” . ~ -
|

. and effixed wy seal this _ day of August , A.D.,

| 1984,

JANET E. GCHAFFEK, 1543, KPR, CSR
IN AND FOR THE STATE OF TEXAS
1226 Commerce, Suite 411

Dallas, Texas 75202

(214) 742-3035%5

My commission expires December 31, 1985
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FILM TO: Oudity Assurance Date Joint deodj / ( 'Z ( ‘

REQUEST FOR RT

weovesteo sv__ /7] 800 owte_ [-L4-84_sincseo ov L1 _onve L-14-8

PRIORITY #-Z /407-
orawine 4 F - /- SB so___ QP07 LUINEQH-2002° 3 vwew[“"\g’C’ R

PREVIOUS RT LOG NUMBER IF A REPAIR

PIP DIAMETER Li: (IN.) JOINT DESIGN:

wawL THickness___ e/ (IN.) oren sutT B

MATERIAL TYPE C' /5 INSERT i

PIPING SYSTEM cLass_ 227 BacKNG RING [
WELD PROCEDURE /100 WELDER'S 5YMBAUSI -

LELD our - HFE. FHS

STAGE OF MANUFACTURING

1. INFORMATION ONLY

(A) REPAIR D
ROOT D INTERMEDIATE D COMPLETED g
aneas___ OO 2,

(8) ROOT D

2. RT BEFORE STRESS [:] . A ﬂ ¢

3. ROOT E] E[P l t ;

4. REPAIR D e ‘l: DEPOSITION

5. FINAL [:] ' "",) /
LOCATION @om 72 190 \'S) ’ [ ’ / e

LOG NUMBER: Acceptep_ 3O 765 BY é),ZéZ/;}__, oare. ) = 15-T

REJECTED




/
fF/cc No. 62069
FILM TO: Ou-ﬁtv,Auunnco Final Date Joint wm/'/4'g4

Welding Engineering < Information Only >
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Startup Work Authorization Page 17 of 17
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Unit No.: l Startup Systenm .No.: BZOZ Authorization No.: z fjé 53
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All Construction ﬁ c, .
Work Comple;ed; //'/4; //f-f’% RETURN THIS FORM TO TUGCO STARTUP

Construction Department/Date

Work Verified Complete:

Startup Engineer/Date

Retesting Required:
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Startup Engineer/Date

Required Retests and Retest Data Approved By: Date:
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