UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WABHINGTON © C 2068

April 8. 1992

Docket Nos. 50-413
and 50-414

Mr. M, S. Tuckman, Vice President
Catawba Site

Duke Power Company

4800 Concord Road

York, South Carolina 29745

Dear Mr. Tuckman:

SUBJECT: ACCUMULATOn TANK INSIRUMENTATION I1SSUE - CATAWBA NUCLEAR STATION,
UMITS | AND 2

Section 6.2 of Generic Letter 82-33 requested )icensees t. srovide a report on
their implementation of Regulatory Guide 1.97 (Revision 2),  ‘udint methods
for compiying with the Commission's regulations and supporting cech~ _a)
Justification for any proposed alternatives or deviations. A large number of
exception requests were received from PWR licensees asking that the
environmental qualification requirement for accumulator leve!l and pressure
monitoring instrumentation be \elaxed from Category 2 to Catogor;‘ , WRich
would allow commercial grade instruments to be used. Prior to 1987, these
requests were denfed by the staff. Since then, the exception requests have
been considered as open items unti] a generic resolution could be tound.

The staff has now reviewed the bases for these exceptions and has contluded
that no operator action is hased on this post-accident instrumentatice end
that 1t does not perform a safety function. In addition, successful
performance of core ccoling systems can be inferred from other environmentally
qualified instrumentation. Since the instrumentation does not perform ary
post-accident ¢-€ety function, its qualification requirements can be revucad
to Category 3. copy of the Safety Evaluation is enclosed,

This issue hag been addressed for the Catawba Nuclear Station by the inclusine
of condition R.c(12)(a) in License No. NPF-35 and condition 2.c(8)(a) in
License No. NPF-52 as discussed in Supplement Nos. 4 and § to the Catawhe
Safety Evaluation Report. it was also addressed on June 4, 1991, by the
issuance of an amendment to the licenses extending the schedule for reso'u ion
of this issue. The Final Safety Analysis Report, Section 1.8.1.29, indicates
that this instrumentation meets the requirements for Regulatory Guide 1.97,
Rev. 2, Category 3 instrumentation. un this basis, which is discussed in
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Mr. M. S. Tuckman

further detail in the enclosecd afety evaluation, the NRC staff finds that the
requirements of cthe license conuitions 2.c(12)
Accordingly, the Duke Power Compan
from the licenses for the Catawba

Enclocture:
As stated

cc w/enclosure:
See next page
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Sincerely,

/5]

Robert £. Martin, Senior Project Manager

Project Directorate 11-3

Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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sl) and 2.c(8)(a) have been met.
‘ may apply for removal of these conditions
uclear Station, Units 1 and 2.



Mr. M, S. Tuckman
Duke Powar Company

ee!
Mr. R, C. Futrell

Regulatory Compliance Manager
Duke Power Company

4800 Concord Road

York, South Carolina 29745

Mr. A. V. Curr, Esquire

Duke Power Company

422 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 28242-0001

J. Michael McGarry, 111, Esquire
Winston and Strawn

1400 L Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

North Carolina MPA-]

Suite 600

P. 0. Box 29513

Raleigh, Norun Carolina 27626-0513

Mr. Frank Modrak

Project Manager, Mid-South Area
ESSD Projects

Westinghouse Electric Corporation

MNC West Tower - Bay 241

P. 0. Box 355

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230

County Manager of York County
York County Courth -use
York, South Carolina 29745

Rirhard P. Wilsgn, Esquire

Assistant Attorney General

South Carolina Attorney General's
Office

P. 0. Box 11549

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Piedmont Municipal Power Agency
121 +illage Drive
Greer, South Carolina 29651

Catawba Nuclear Station

Mr. Alan R. Herdt, Chief

Project Branch #3

U. §. Nuclear Regulatcry Commission
10] Marietta Street, NW. Suite 290U
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

North Carolina Electric Membership
Corporation

P. 0. Box 27306

Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

Senfor Resident Inspector
Koute 2, Box 179 N
York, South Carolina 29745

Regional Administrator, Region 11
U. 5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
10] Marietta Street, NW. Sufte 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

Mr. Heyward G. Shealy, Chief

Bureau of Radiological Health

South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental Control

2600 Bull Street

Columbia, South Carclina 27602

Mr. R. L. Gil}, Jr.

Licensing

Duke Power Company

P. 0. Box 1007

Charlotte, North Carolina 28201-1007

Saluda River Electric
P. 0. Box 929
Laurens, South Carolina29360

Ms. Karen E. Long

Assistant Attorney General

North Carolina Department of Justice
P. 0. Box 629

Raleigh, North Cariina 27602




