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AllSTRACT

| During normal operations on 7/13/84, at approximately 0750 hrs, there was a
short loss of the plant process computer. When the computer went down, it caused
each Acurex channel to become inoperabic. Each channel was disconnected from the
computer, and manually restored to an operable status approximately 15 minutes
after the event occurred. Software changes have been implemented to prevent this
type of event from recurring.
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TEXT

During normal operations on 7/13/84, at approximately 0750 hrs, there was
a short loss of the plant procers computer. At the time the computer went down,
both channels of the Acurex Fuci Zone Water Level Monitoring System were linked
to the computer to allow special troubleshooting and diagnosis activitics on the
data communication link to be performed which began on 7/12/84. Normally only
one channel of Acurex is linked to the computer. These activities were all per-
formed in compliance with the plant's Technical Specifications. Since the data
link was operating in a remote enable mode, a halt comand was sent by the computer
to each channel in preparation for data collection; however, the command to have
c ch channel transmit its data to the computer was not sent before the computer
w;nt down. As a direct result of this computer loss, each channel remained
locked up in the halt state, making each channel inoperabic simultaneously.

1

ASSESSMENT OF POTENTI AL SAFETY CONSEQUUNCES

With each channel of the Fuel Zone Water Level Monitoring System inoperable,
there was no longer any way to monitor the parameters which are monitored by the
Acurex. llowever, other accurate water level indicators in the plant were available
end operable. These indicators could have been used as a backup to accurately
monitor these parameters. In this incident, the Acurex channels were inoperable
for approximately 15 minutes. During this event, there were no transients or
actuations of any of the plant's Engineered Safety Features, 1ho Acurex is designed
to be used during post-accident conditions; therefore, there was no immediate need
for its post-accident monitoring capabilities. Therefore, the potential safe y
consequences arising out of this event were minimal.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

Each channel was disconnected from the computer, and was manually restored
to an operabic status approximately 15 minutes after the event occurred. A data
flow modo for the data link was substituted in place of the remote command enable
mode. This substitute mode allows cach Acurex channel to operate independently
of the computer. In this mode, the Acurex channels do not receive any commands from
the computer. As a result, if the computer were to go down.In the future, it
could not directly cause cach channel of Acurex to halt or become inoperable, as
it did in this incident,
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NfAGARA MOHAWK POWER CORPORATION

NIAGAMA 'MOHAWM

300 trit BOULtvARD. Wtst

syR ACust, N. Y. t 3308

August 13, 1984

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission
Occument Contrat Vesk
Washington, DC 20555

ret Docket No. 50-220
LER 84-09

Gentlement

in accordance salth 10 CFR 50.73, we herebej submLt the following
Licensee Event Reports

LER 84-09 which is being subaltted in accordance salth
10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (vll) (0), "Antj cuent nitete
a single cause or candLtion caused at least one
independent train or channel to become inoperable
in multiple stjstens or two independent trains
or channels to become knoperable in a single
stjstem designed to mLtigate the consequences
of an accident."

The report was completed in the format designated in NUREG-lett,
dated September 1983.

Vert) Ltute) tjours,
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C. V. Llangan
Vice President

Nutteitt Engineering & Licensing.

Attachments (3 copies)
ces Dr. Thomas E. Sturlet)
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