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hh+ . UNITED STATES*.
y A g NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

.;. E ' W AGHINGTON, D. C. 20565
- April 6. 1992

.....

Docket No.-50-336

,

Mr. John F. Opeka
Executive Vice President, Nuclear
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company
Post Office Box 270
Hartford, Connecticut 06141-0270

Dear Mr._Opeka:

SUBJECT: INSTRUMENTATION TO FOLLOW THE COURSE OF AN ACCIDENT -
'

. REGULATORY GUIDE 1.97, MILLSTONE NUCLEAR POWER STATION, UNIT NO. 2

(TAC NO.-M75776)

Section 6.2'of Generic Letter 82-33 requested licensees-to provide a report on
their implementation of Regulatory Guide 1.97-(Revision 2), including methods
for complying with the Commission's regulitions.and supporting technical
justification'for any proposed alternatives or deviations. A large number of
exception-requests were received from PWR licensees asking that the
er.vironmental: qualification requirement for accumulator level and pressure

-monitoring instrumentation be relaxed from Category 2 to Category 3, which '

would allow commercial _ grade instruments to be used. Prior 10.1987 these
requests were denied by the staff. Since then, these exception requests have
been considered as open items until a generic resolution could be found.

The staff has now reviewed the bases for these exceptions and has concluded '

that no operator action is based on this' post-accident instrumentation and
that-it does not perform a safety function. In addition,-successful

performance of core cooling systems can be inferred from other environmentally
qualified instrumentation. Since this instrumentation does not perform any-
' post-accident safety function, its qualification requirements can be reduced

'

'

to Category 3. A copy of the Safety Evaluation is enclosed.
.

You have not finalized your commitment regarding installation of instrumenta--
,

. tion to monitor accumulator. level and pressure. You may now utilize Category '

3 instrumentation for accumulator level and pret.sure. Please notify me of the
actions you- plan to take and the schedule for implementation.
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Mr. John F. Opeka -2-
,

If you have any questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to
contact me at (301) 504-1441. {

Sincerely,

/s/

Guy S. Vissing, Sr. Project Manager
Project Directorate 1-4
Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
Safety Evaluation

cc w/ enclosure: See next page
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Mr. John F. Opeka Millstone Nuclear Power Station
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company Unit 2.

cc:

Gerald Garfield, Esquire R. M. Kacich, Director
Day, Berry and Howard Nuclear Licensing
Counselors at Law Northeast Utilities Service Company
City Place Post Office Box 270
Hartford, Connecticut 06103-3499 Hartford, Connecticut 06141-0273

W. D. Romberg, Vice President D. O. Nordquist
Nuclear, Operations Services Director of Quality Services
Northeast Utilities Service Company Northeast Utilities Service Company *
Post Office Box 270 Post Office Box 270
Hartford, Connecticut 06141-0270 Hartford, Connecticut 06141-0270

Kevin McCarthy, Director Regional Administrator
Radiation Control Unit Region 1
Department of Environmental Protection U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Connission
State Office Building 475 Allendale Road
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Bradford S. Chase, Under Secretary First Selectmen
Energy Division Town of Waterford
Office of Policy and Management Hall of Records
80 Washington Street 200 Boston Post Road
Hartford, Connecticut 06106 Waterford, Connecticut 06385

S. E. Scace, Nuclear Station Director W. J. Raymond, Resident inspector
Hillstone Nuclear Power Station Millstone Nuclear Power Station ,

Northcast Nuclear Energy Company c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Post Office Box 128 Post Office Box 376
Waterford, Connecticut 06385 Waterford, Connecticut 06385-0376

J. S. Keenan, Nuclear Unit Director Charles Brinkman, Manager
Millstone Unit No. 2 Washington Nuclear Operations
Northeast Nuclear Energy Company ABB Combustion Engineering
Post Office Box 128 Nuclear Power
Waterford, Connecticut 06385 12300 Twinbrook Pkwy, Suite 330

Rockville, Maryland 20852
Nicholas S. Reynolds
Winston & Strawn
1400 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005-3502
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