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U, S, NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

REGION |
Report Nos, 30-170/92-01
Docket Nos, 50-1720
License Nos. R84
Licensee: Defense Nuclear Agency
Bethesda, Maryland 20814-5145
Facility Name:

Inspection At Bethesda, Maryland
Inspection Conducted:  February 26 28, 1992

Inspector: »
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Effluents Rad ationm Protection Section
(ERPS), Facilities Radiological Safety

and Safeguards Branch (FRSASB)
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Approved By:

/ Division of R muon Safety md Safeguards

Arcas lnspected: Routine, announced inspection of radioanalytical laboratory upgrades, and
operations. Areas reviewed included: organization and staffing, requalificaton program,
surveillances, and audits and oversight,

Results: While the observed operational activities were condu ted in a generally excellent
manner, the licensee's system for surveillance records made comparisons to Technical
Specification requirements difficult. Weaknesses in the radioanalysis laboratory were being
addressed. No safety concerns or violations were identified.
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Individuals Contacted

Licensee Personnel

M. Forsbacka, RSDR Executive Officer

*C. Galley, Head, Radiation Sources Department
*K. McCarty, Health Physicist

*M. Moore, Reactor Facility Director

*T. O'Brien, Division Manager, Op. H. P. Division
*C. Owens, RSDR Staff

*H. Spence, Senior Reactor Operator

NRC Personnel
*M. Mendonca, Sr. Project Manager

. Attended the Exit Interview on February 28, 1992, Additional personnel were
contacted or interviewed,

Status of Previously Identified Hems

(Closed) Unresolved Item (50-170/90-03-01): Determine the source of alpha
contamination detected during routing surveys. The alpha activity has been attributed
to spurious behavior of laboratory counting equipment caused by voltage fluctuatior.s
on the electric power supplies. "Conditioning" devices have been installed on the
power supplies. No alpha activity has been reported since these devices were
installed, This matier is resolved.

(Closed) Followup Item (50-170/90-03-02): Update personnel exposure records

guarterly, The exposure files are now current, This matter is closed,

Radicanalytical Laboratory

During an inspection in April 1991, the NRC identified several weaknesses in the
radioanalytical laboratory. Action on these items was determined from a tour of the
laboratory, a review of records and procedures, and discussions with personnel.
Status was noied as follows,

Laboratory Procedures

Changes were made to specific procedures based on comments made durirg the April
1991 inspection. The percent vield factors for the gross alpha and beta analysis of
evaporated liquid samples have been deleted since the data didn’t support their use.
Rather than canbrating the iodine carrier solution for the chemical separation process,
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