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s On March 3, 1992 a scaffold was erected on the 300 foot
elevation, west side of the Reactor Building. The scaffold was
to be used for fire barrier penetration seal inspection and, if
necessary, repair.

The scaffold was located directly under the east end of Fire
Curtain #3 [(KP). The horizontal scaffold planks partially
obstructed the flow pattern from the fire curtain sprinkler
heads. The fire curtain sprinkler heads are configured inside a
sheet metal heat collector-baffle arrangement in the overhead of
Reactor Building 300 foot elevation. Because of the sheet metal
baffle, piping and equipment in the area, the fire curtain
nozzles are not readily visible from the floor.

Ne.ther the job supervisor nor the craft workers who erected the
scaffeld were avare of the existence of the fire curtain
sprinklers. The scaffold was ingpected by a Techuiuvvl Services
Engineer for adequate seismic constraint. He did not notice
that the spray pattern was partially obstructed. ‘%ne scaffold
had also been inspected by an operator for operability.

On March &, 1992 at 0946 while inspecting another scaffold, an
operator observed that the wscaffcold planks would interfere with
the spray pattern of Fire Curtain #3. He notified the Shift
Supervisor who in turn notified the Fire Protection Supervisor
znd Construction Services. Construction Services remnved the
scaffeold planks which interfered with the spray pattern.

Fire Curtain #3 spray pattern was partially obstructed for
approximately two days.

Cause

In ezch instance supervision failed to adeguately instruct the craft
Jorkmen of cthe job requirements. 1n the case of Fire Door 76FDR-R~-
272-27 being obstruccted, the supervisor recognized the existence of
the fire door but did not ensure that the craft workers knew that the
clos.ng pat should not be obhstructed. In ¢the case of the Fire
Curtain #3 spray pattern obstruction, the supervisor did not
adequately walk the job down, did not see the fire curtain
sprinklers. Therefore, the superv.sor did not instruct the craft
workers of requirements to leave the spray path unobstructed.

Analysis

Neither of the two events resulted in significant safety concerns by
themselves due to the existence of operable automatic fire detection
and suppression equipment in trhe atrea, and/or low combustible loading
in the area of concern.
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The potential for more serious instances of scaffolding interfering
with installed plant equipment dve to insufficient attention to
detail by supervision and fail“re to adequat~ly instruct craft
workers is potentially the mos. significant aspect of these events.

The obscruction of fire door 76FDR-R-272-27 and the obstruction of
Fire Curtain #3 are events reportable under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B).
That is, the impairment of the fire protection features installed to
meet the requirements of NRC Branch Technical Position 9.5-1,
Appendix A or 10CFR50, Appendix R resulted in conditions that were
outside of the design basis of the plant.

Corrective Action

1. Supervisor and craft foremen who are involved with the erection
of scaf:olding have been retrained on the reguirements of Plant
Standing Order 51, "Erection of Scaffolds Near Safety Related
Equipment." Particular emphasis was placed on thorough
inspection of the work site for potential interferences prior to
and subsequent to scaffold erection. Supervisors and foremen
were counseled on the requirement tu provide detailed
instructions to the craft workers and to peint out the
underlying reason for the job requirements. Completed on March
19, 199%2,

Additional Information
Failed Components: None

Similar Events: LER-85-004 describes a similar event during which
scaffolding interfered with safety related equipment.
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