% UNITED STATES
‘ % NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
et j WASHINGTON, D € 20886

Marcn 18 5 186G

The Honorable Christopher Shays
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-0704

Dear Congressman Shays:

I am responding to your letter of February 24, 1992, requesting a review of a
arogosal by one of your constituents, Mr. Timpson, to give the Shoreham
uclear Power Station to the Commonwealth of Independent States,

The owner of the Shoreham Nuclear Power Station, Long Island Power Authority
(LIPA), is currently decommissioning the facility. Oecommissioning a nuclear
plant results in radiation and nuclear contamination being reduced to levels
that allow for the unrestricted use of the site and remaining structures.
LIPA 1s not required to dismantle all structures and return the site to a
reconstruction state. The decomissioning plan for the Shoreham Nuc'ear
ower Station submitted by LIPA does not include complete cismantlement,

Technical considerations preclude the possibility of dismantling the entire
facility and reassembling it in one of the indepundent countries of the former
Soviet Union., Nuclear power stations in this country are site-specific
installations that are designed to take into account Jocal seismology,
geclogy, hydrology, meteorology, local environmenta)l considerations, and the
risk of hazards such as nearby airports, rail lines, and industrial uses. The
chances of finding a site in one of the members of the Commonwealth with the
same environmental conditions, for which the Shoreham Nuclear Power Station
was designed, would be highly unlikely. "

JDFel
Al



The Wonerable Cheistopher Shays « 8-

Most of the structural components of the Shoreham station are constructed of
reinforced concrete, The nuclear steam supply system, which provid s steam to
the turbine to generate the electricity, is enclosed in several reinforced
corcrete structures that could not be dismantled and reassembled, These
structures are too massive to be moved, and dismantiing destroys their
structural into?rity. This Vimitation alone precludes the possibility of
moving the facility. Etveiw 1f some major components, which could be trans-
ported from New York to the Commonwealth of Independent States, were uti)ized
in *he Commonwealth, the cost of dismantling, re-siting, and building a
facility with Shorehan components would be very high.

I hope this information 1s useful to your office and My, Timpson,

Sincerely,

:‘" "'1\ “‘_ ": L‘Jn:
foinas M, Taylor
James M. Taylor

Executive Director
for Operations
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