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1.0 INTRODUCTION

By letter dated August 1, 1991, the Yicensee requested revitions to Technica)
“pecification (78] 3/4.7.8, "Snubbers,” and associated Bases to chongo the
snubber visual inspection intervals and corrective actions, 71§ 3/4.7.8
imposes surve’ ilance requirements for visual irspec 10t un 2 safety-relatec
snubbers. The preposed change provides a'ternative requirements for snubbers
based on the guidance contained in NRC Generic Letter (GL) 90-09, "Alternative
Fequirements for Snubber Visua)l Inspection Interveals and Corrective Actions,'
dated December 11, 1590, Fased on discussions with the NRl staff, the
licensee revised 1ts request by letter cated February 19, 1992, to more
closely conform with the recommendations of GL 90-09, As thigs revision is
more conservative in defining snubber visual ingpection acceptance criteria
than the origina) proposal, the staff's proposed no significant hazara:
determingtior, cated September 4, 1941, remains valid,

2.0 EVALUATION

The current requirements *n TS 3/4.7.8 specify a scheduls for snubber visual
ingpections that is based on the number of inoperable snubbers foung durirg

the previous visua) inspection, A visua) inspection 1 the observation of

the conditien of installed snubbers to identify those that ere damaged, degraded,
or inoperable as caused by physical means, leakage, corrosion or environmental
exposure, Yo verify snubber opersbility, & functiona) test is performed

that involves removing the snubber and performing a bench test. A visual
inspection complements the functiona! test and provides additional confidence

in snubber operability, The schedules for visual inspection and for functional
testing assume that refueling intervals will not exceed 18 months, Because

the current visua) inspection schedule 15 based only on the number of inoperable
snubbers found during the last visual fnspection irrespective of the size of the
snubber population, plants with large numbers of -ubbers find that the visual
inspection schedule 15 excessively restrictive,

A1) safety-related snubbers are required to be operable to ersure that the
structurs) integrity of &1 safety-related systems s maintained during and
following a seismic or other event inftiating dynamic loads. The visua)
inspection frequency is based on maintaining a constant leve! of snubber
protection during a sefsmic or severe transient event, In order to establish
the inspection frequency for each type of snubber on a safety-related system,
1t was assumed that the frequency of snubber Tailure and the inftiating
event 15 constant with time, and that the failure of any snubber could cause
the system to be unprotected, The alternate inspection schedule contained

in GL 90-0% is based on the rumber of unacceptable snubbers found during the
previous intpection in proportion to the sizes of the snubber populations or






