) UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

' (w WASHINGTON D C 20886
‘\ - March 5, 1902

ST
Docket Nos. 50-282
and 50-306

Mr. T. M. Parker, Manager
Nuclear Support Services
Morthern States Power Company
414 Nicollet Mal)
Minneapolis, Minnesota §540)

Dear Mr. Parker:

SUBJECT: PRAIRIE ISLAND NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT, UNIT NOS. ] AND 2 -
INSERVICE TESTING PROGRAM - RELIEF REQUEST NUMBER 70 (TAC NOS.
MB2B70 AND MB2871)

By letter dated March 2, 1992, Northern States Power Com:any submitted Relief
Request No. 70 to the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant Inservice
Testing (IST) Program. The relief request related to extension of the
setpoint tosting of the Unit 2 safety injection/residual heat removal (S1/RHR)
Code Class 2 relief valve 2-51-26-1 from orce in a five year period as
required in the ASME Code, Section X1, 1980 Edition, Winter 1981 Addenda,
Table 1WV-3510-1, to once in a ten year interval as required by OM-1-198),
"Requirements for Inservice Performance Testing of Nuclear Power Plant
Pressure Relief Devices," as referenced by INV-351]1 of the 1986 Edition of
ASME Code, Section XI.

The 1icensee believes 1t would be imprudent to test the valve during refueling
outa?e conditions which require residual heat removal (RHR) to be in service.
Testing this valve with fuel in the vessel requires removal of one train of
RHR from service. With the increased awareness of the need for RHR
reliability, the plant does not feel testing the set point of relief valve 2-
$1-26-1 during conditions with fuel in the core is warranted. The valve could
be tested when the core is off-loaded. The set point testing was performed
during the last core off-load in September 1985. The next core oif-load for
Unit 2 is scheduled for 1995.

The WRC does have concerns relating to the potential loss of RHR and
recommends increased ro11:bilit‘ of the system when required to be in service,
as evidenced by Generic Letter 87-12, "Loss of Residual Heat Removal (RHR)
While the Reactor Coolant System (RCS) is Partially Filled,* and Generic
Letter B8-17, "lLoss of Decay Heat Removal.* The licensee indicated in their
response to Generic Letter 87-12 that grocodures for operating with the RCS in
mid-loop draindown conditions require both trains of RHR to be operable.

The extension of the set point testing appears to be justified to prevent

romovin? one train of RHR from service when fuel is in the core and to ensure
availability or the system for mid-loop operations. However, the staff has
determined that NRC approval of Relief Request No. 70 is not required for the
reasons explained below., Therefore, the licensee may extend the testing

interval as documented in Relief Request No. 70 in accordance with the U\
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