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Mr. W. G. Hairston, III

Senior Vice President

Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.

Post Office Box 1295

Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295

Dear Mr. Hairston:

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO USE ASME CODE CASE N-498 AT
JOSEPH M. FARLEY NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT Z (TAC NO. MB2836)

By letter dated February 24, 1992, you requested approval for the
implementation of the alternative rules of Section XI of the ASME
Code Case N-498, entitled "Alternative Rules for 10-Year
Hydrostatic Pressure Testing for Class 1 and 2 Systems, Section
XI, Division 1." Approval was requested to apply the Code
Case to Joseph M. Farley Nuclear Plant, Unit 2, during the outage
scneduled to begin on March 6, 1992.

ASME Code Case N-498 has been reviewed and found acceptable by
the staff and will be included in the next revision of Regulatory
Guide 1.147. If these alternate rules cannot be applied to a
Class 1 or 2 system or component, the normal rules for the 10~
year hydrostatic test must be followed. The staff has determined
that the granting of this relief is authorized by law and will
not endanger life or property or the common defense and security
and is otherwise in the public interest giving due consideraticn
to the burden upon the licensee that could result if the
requirements were imposed on the facility. Accordingly, pursuant
to 10 CFR 50.55(a)(3)(1), the relief is granted based on the
finding that the use of Code Case N-498 provides an acceptable
level of quality and safety.
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Your February 24, 1992, letter also discussed the steam generator
2C upper transition cone-to-shell weld indication found during
the Unit 2 seventh refueling outage. As indicated by your
letter, the steam generator 2C system leakage test should be
performed at a minimum temperature of 100°F,

Sincerely,

Elinor G. Adensam, Director

Project Directorate I1-1

Division of Reactor Projects - I/11

Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation

cc:  See next page
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Mr. W, G. Hairston, 111

Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc, Joseph M, Farley Nuclear Plant
cc:
Mr, R, P, Mchonald Claude Ear) Fox, M.D.
President State Health Officer
Southern Nuclear State Department of Public Health

Operating Company, Inc, State Office Building
P. 0. Box 129% Montgomery, Alabama 36130
Birmingham, Alabama 352011295

Chairman

Mr, J. D, Woodard Houston County Commission
Vice-President- P. 0. Box 6406

Farley Project Dothan, Alabama 3€302
Southern Nuclear Operating

Company, Inc, Regional Administrator, Region 11
P, 0. Box 129§ .S, Nuclea: Regulatory Commission
Eirmingham, Alabama 35201-129% 101 Marietta Street, Suite 290C

Atlanta, Georgia 30323

Mr. L. B, Long, Resident Inspector
Vice President-Technical Services U.,S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Southern Nuclear Operating P, 0, Box 24 - Route ?
Company, Inc. Columbia, Alabams 36319
P. 0. Box 1295
Birmingham, ~labama 35201-109%

Mr., D. N, Morey
General Mlna?er - Farley Nuclear Plant
Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc.
P. 0. Box 470
Ashford, Alabama 36312

Mr. B. L. Moore
Manager, Licensing
Southern Nuclear Operating
Company, Inc,
| P. 0, Box 1295
| Birmingham, Alabama 35201-1295%

| Mr. J. W. McGowan
Manager, Sefety Audit
and Engineering Review
| Southern Nuclear Operating Company, Inc.
| P, 0. Box 1295
| Birmingham, Alabama 35201-129%

James H, Miller, 111, Esq.
Balch and Bingham

P, 0. Box 306

1710 Sixth Avenue North
Birmingham, Alabama 35201



