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‘lote to Wiilfam J. Olmstead , Assistant Chief Hearina Counsel

SUBJECT:

MIDLAND DEPOSITION WITHESS

'!a plan to take the depositions of several 3echiel employzes in Ann Arbor
baginning on Tuesday, Occember 9, 1930. One of the witnosses 'he Staff

would 1ike to depose is Mr. P, A, Martinez, formar Midland Firof:ct Manager
for Zechtel, I have bccn told that 'r. "artinez is now erpl.v .4 by
Jochtel in !laxico and that they have no intention of Sringiang hiia back
for a deposition,

L}

Ya were initially motivated to take i'r. "lartinez's dcposition Lecause

of his position as project ranager.

as anyone with respect to the errors made in soil placezent.

Wie thoucht he 1auld be as knowledccable

Mur interest in Mr, Martinez increased after ue took the deposition of Dr.

Sherif Afifi, Chief feotechnical (scils) Eagincer for Sechtel.

Hith respect

to a nurber of subjects on which we thougit 3¢, Afifi should have answers,
he told us that project management would !ncw that., Examples of this

1.

‘ith respect to tne appropriate compaction criteria 2 be
applied in placing fill, the Pegion III Inspection ":port
shows a 3-ycar period of mass confusion in Bechtel as to
the appropriate criteria. At the beginnina of this 2-yaar

are:

period, Dr, AFifi advised jrojecti i2naccrent what he thought

the appropriate criteria should be, Lut hen questiorad as
to why it was not followed, we were rcofcirred to project
management.

Dr, Afiff testified that he rzde an cstirata of shear wave
velocity of 700 feet per sacond. ‘2 know that the shear
wave velocity usad in the seismic design of Category I
strictures was 1350 feet per second. This higher value is
in some respects non-conservative. Later information re-
vealed that Dr. Afifi's original 700 feet per second esti-
mate was more accurate than the 1350 feet per second used
in desfon., !When asked why the wrong value was used, Or.
Afifi referred us to project managerent.

In the PSAR, Consurers cormitted to removing loose ratural
sands with relative density less than 75%. Licensee never
carried throuch on this cormitrent. ‘hen we inquired of
Dr. Afifi about this, he referred us to nrojzct ranacement.
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Darl llood (Progect Manager) and John Gilray (Y:2lity A:surance Sranch

Midland (Soils) revicwer) participated in a i 2iing wich Zcchiel in early
1979 in which they were told that Bechtel was considering r-.oving Mre.,
"wwrtinez from the Midland Project because thors waere problems with his

i .lationship with Consumers. At dbout the tine of this wucting, John
Cilray was told that Martinez was not a strong owmagar and that Dechtel
cxpected improvement because !Martinez's pros, cctive riplacecat (John
Nuicers) had the qualities of technical corp-i-nc2 asd <'o2ia mapagenent
abilities with respect to day-to-day probl. s,

I cannot make a strong recormendatfon on v hie 2 o0l lre taking
Mr. "airtinez's depositfon., He was in a pociiiza in ' 0 't 2il the pribe-
le:'s wore, but our experience to date in the (. siil 5 I3 t witno-ces

who should know answers frequently do not know,

William D, Paton, ~it.r

ey
Office of the Exccutive Lecal Director

i f’(/ﬂ/

WDPaton:eat
11/19/80



