May 22, 1995
NOTE TO: Brian W. Sheron, Director, DE, NRR

FROM: Carl H. Berlinger, Chief, EELB, DE, NRR
SUBJECT: MEMORANDUM OF RECORD

On May 18, 1995, members of the NKRC staff (B. Sheron, C. Berlinger, P. €il,
M. Gamberoni and R. Jenkins) held a telephone conference call with

Mr. Alex Marion and Mr. Biff Bradley of the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) on
ampacity derating issues for Thermo-Lag fire barriers. Mr. Marion contacted
the staff rogerd!ng two topics: (1) Status of the Safety Evaluation (SE) on
the Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station (CPSES), Unit 2 Ampacity Derating
Test Program; and (2) Staff Acceptance of the IEEE Standard P848, "Procedure
for the Determination of the Ampacity Derating of Fire Protected Cables.*

Or. Berlinger stated that the subject SE for CPSES 2 had been completed and we
expected that it will be transmitted to the licensee within the next

two weeks. Dr. Berlinger agreed to notify Mr. Marion by phone after the SE
had been issued by the staff. Due to potential generic applications the staff

will provide a copy of the CPSES, Unit 2 Sf to ) censees with Thermo-Lag fire
barriers.

The staff has been interfacing with the IEEE Task Force responsible for

IEEE PBA8 over the last 2 years to improve the subject procedure. This effort
has resulted in recent revisions to the subject procedure which addressed the
majority of the concerns raised by EELB (reference: Letter dated 10/13/94
from C. Berlinger to A. K. Gwal). Although not all of the concerns were
addressed by the IEEE Task Force Dr. Ber) nger indicated that the latest IEEE
P848 draft procedure can be used by licensees or NEI as the basis for an
ampacity derating test program. The latest procedure revision (Draf:. 16)
addresses the major test concerns regarding inductive heating and conduit
surface emissivities effects.

The staff emphasized that licensees should submit the actual test procedures
or plans to the staff for comment. After discussion of the various options to
develop a generic test program NEI agreed to review the CPSES 2 SE and then
contact the staff as necessary for further discussions or questions on this
matter,
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