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Gentlemen: '

Pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR 50. 5 5a (a) (3) , Wolf Creek Nuclear
Operating Corporation (WCNOC) requests approval for use of ASME Section XI,
Code Case N-498-2, " Alternative Requirements for 10-Year System Hydrostatic
Testing for Class 1, 2, and 3 Systems," at Wolf Creek Generating Station
(WCGS). Code Case N-498-2 was approved by ASME on June 9, 1995, and will be
published in the 1995 Code Case Supplement No. 1. Code Case N-498-2 has not
yet been incorporated into Regulatory Guide 1.147 " Inservice Inspection Code
Case Acceptability - ASME Section XI Division 1." A pre-published copy of
Code Case N-498-2 is attached for your convenience.

The NRC previously approved Code Case N-498-1 " Alternative Requirements for
10-Year System Hydrostatic Testing for Class 1, 2, and 3 Systems," for use at
WCGS. Code Case N-498-1 provides for use of a system leakage test as an
alternative for the required Section XI ten year system hydrostatic test.
Code Case N-498-2 eliminates the required four hour hold time for insulated
systems and the ten minute hold time for non-insulated systems, which is
required by Code Case N-498-1. The revision to eliminate the hold times was
approved by the ASME consensus process indicating the technical acceptability
of Code Case N-498-2.

Approval of Code Case N-498-2 will reduce hardships during the eighth
refueling outage and subsequent refueling outages. WCNOC estimates the

. critica.1. . path . outage schedulo. would be reduced approximately two days. In.

addition, running the Emergency Core Cooling System (ECCS) pumps for four
hours, in recirculation, would be detrimental to the pumps. Installation of
temporary pumps to maintain pressure for four hours would result in additional
costs and additional radiological exposure and defeats part of the intent of
Code Case N-498-1. Code Case N-498-1 was written to eliminate the hardships
associated with the performance of hydrostatic tests, part of which was the
installation of temporary pumps.

9511060068 951031
PDR ADOCK 05000482
O PDR

P.O Box 411/ Burhngton. KS 66839 / Phone. (316) 364 8831 -/
(An Equal Oppodunity Ernployer M.F'HC' VET 4

i0



3T 95-0117
o

Page 2 of 2

Removal of' the insulation from insulated components would reduce the necessary
hold' time to ten minutes. However, removal of insulation would also result in
unnecessary costs and additional adiological exposure. With approval of codec
Case N-498-2, insulation will not have to be removed and utilization of
temporary pumps, to meet the four hour hold time, would not be required.

Approval for use of Code Case N-4 98-2 is requested by January 12, 1996, to
support the refueling outage scheduled to begin in early March 1996..

If you have any questions concerning this matter, pleae.3 contact me at
(316) 364-8831, extension 4553, or Mr. Richard D. Flannigan at extension 4500.

; Very truly yours,

!

* k

Robert C. Hag n,
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cc: L. J. Callan (NRC), w/a |
D. F. Kirsch (NRC), w/a
J. F. Ringwald (NRC), w/a |

'

J. C. Stone (NRC), w/a
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