WOSLF CREEK

NUCLEAR OPERATING CORPORATION

Robert C. Hagari
Vice President Engineernng

October 31, 1995
ET 95-0117

U. §. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk

Mail Station P1-137

Washington, D. C. 20555

Subject: Docket 50-482: Request for Use of Code Case N-498-2

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3), Wolf Creek Nuclear
Operating Corporation (WCNOC) requests approval for use of ASME Section XI,
Code Case N-498-2, “Alternative Requirements for 10-Year System Hydrostatic
Testing for Class 1, 2, and 3 Systems,” at Wolf Creek Generating Station
(WCGS) . Code Case N-498-2 was approved by ASME on June 9, 1995, and will be
published in the 1995 Code Case Supplement No. 1. Code Case N-498-2 has not
yet been incorporated into Regulatory Guide 1.147 “Inservice Inspection Code
Case Acceptability - ASME Section XI Division 1.” A pre-published copy of
Code Case N-498-2 is attached for your convenience.

The NRC previously approved Code Case N-498-1 “Alternative Requirements for
10-Year System Hydrostatic Testing for Class 1, 2, and 3 Systems,” for use at
WCGS. Code Case N-498-1 provides for use of a system leakage test as an
alternative for the required Section XI ten year system hydrostatic test.
Code Case N-498-2 eliminates the required four hour hold time for insulated
systems and the ten minute hold time for non-insulated systems, which is
required by Code Case N-498-1. The revision to eliminate the hold times was
approved by the ASME consensus process indicating the technical acceptability
of Code Case N-498-2.

Approval of Code Case N-498-2 will reduce hardships during the eighth
refueling outage and subsequent refueling outages. WCNOC estimates the

+ ...€ritical path outage schedula? would be reduced approximately two days. In
addition, running the Emergency Core Cooling System (ECCS) pumps for four
hours, in recirculation, would be detrimental to the pumps. Installation of
temporary pumps to maintain pressure for four hours would result in additional
costs and additional radiological exposure and defeats part of the intent of
Code Case N-498-1. Code Case N-498-1 was written to eliminate the hardships
associated with the performance of hydrostatic tests, part of which was the
installation of temporary pumps.
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Removal of the insulation from insulated components would reduce the necessary
hold time to ten minutes. However, removal of insulation would also result in
unnecessary costs and additional iadiological exposure. With approval of Code
Case N-498-2, insulation will not have to be removed and utilization of
temporary pumps, to meet the four hour hold time, would not be required.

Approval for use of Code Case N-498-2 is requested by January 12, 1996, to
support the refueling outage scheduled to begin in early March 1996.

If you have any questions concerning chis matter, plea'® contact me at
(316) 364-8831, extension 4553, or Mr. Richard D. Flannigan &’ extension 4500.

Very truly yours,

l

. Robert C. Hag#n
RCH/jra
Attachment
ce: L. J. Callan (NRC), w/a
D. F. Kirsch (NRC), w/a
J. F. Ringwald (NRC), w/a
J. C. Stone (NRC), w/a
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Approval Dats: June §, 1995

See Nurmencal index for expiration
and any reaffirmation dates.

Case N4982

Alternative Requirements for 10-Yesr System
Hydrostatic Testing for Class 1, 2 s»¢ ? Systems
Section X1, Division 1

Inquiry: What altemative rules may be used in lieu
of those required by Section X1, Division 1, Table I'WB-
2500-1, Category B-P, Table IWC-2500-1, Lategary C-
H, and Table IWD-2500-1, Categories D-A, D-B, and D-
C. as applicable, for the 10-ycar sysicm hydrostatic test?

Reply:

(a) It is the optnion of the Commites that as an
alternative 1o the 10-year system hydrortatic test re-
quired by Table (WB-2500-1, Category O-P, the follow-
ing rules shall be used

(1) A system leakage test (TWB-5221) shall be
cnnducted at or near the end of cach nspection interval,
prior to reacior startup.

(2) The boundary subject to fest pressurczation
during the sysiem ieakage test shall extend to all Class
1 pressure retainiog componcats within the system
boundery

(3) Prior to performing the VT-2 visual examing-
tion, the system shall he pressurized to nominal op-
erating pressure. No bolding time is requived prior 10
penorming the VT-2 visual examination. The systam
shall be mamtained at nommal ope.ating pressure during
performance of the VT-2 visuzl examination.

(4) Test temperatures and peessures shall pot ex-
ceed fimiang conditions for the bydrostatic test curve
a contained in the plant Technical Specifications.

(5) The VT-2 visual examination shall inchude all
womponeats within the boundary identified in (a}7
wbove,

(6) Test instrumeniation requirements of [WA-
5260 are pot applicable.

(h) 1t is the apinion of the Committes that, at an
wliemutive to tbe 10-year system bydrostatic tesi re-
quired by Tsble IWC-2500-1, Category C-H. the fullow-
ing rules shall be used,

(I} A system pressure test shall be conducted at
or pear the end of each inspection interval or during
the same inspection period of each inspection interval
of Inspection Program B.

ves.
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(2) The boundary subject 1o test pressurization
during the system pressure test shall extzod (0 all Class
2 compovents incioded in those portions of systems
required o Operase Of SUPpONt the safety system funchos
up w and including the first pormally closed valve,
inchading 2 safety or relief valve, or valve capable of
sutomatic closure when the safety fuaction is required,

(3) Prior to performing the VT-2 visual examing-
tiq, the sysiem shall be pressurized % nominal op-
eratitig pressure. No holdmg time is required prios 1o
pertorming the V1-2 visual exmmination. The sysiem
shall be mamtained at sominal operatmg presswre during
performance of the VT-2 visual examination.

(4) The VT-2 visual examination shall inclnde all
conmoneats within the boundary idervfied in (b)2)
sbove.

(5) Test instrumentstion requirements of [WA-

5260 are not

(c) it is the opinion of the Commitiee thai, as an
altwrnative to the 10-year system hydrostatic test re-
quired by Table [WD-2500-1,Categories D-A, 1B, or
D-C(D-Bﬁlﬂ'l”!ﬁh'ﬁhﬂhl”lﬂ
subsequent Addenda), as applicabie, the following rules
shall bo used.

(1) A systen pressure tost shall be conducted at
or near the cod of each inspection interval or during
the same inspection penod of each inspection interval
of Inspection Progam B.

(2) The boumdary subject to test pressarization
during the system pressure test shall extend to all Class
3 components inciuded in those portions of systems
required to operate of support the safety system funcion
wp to :d including te first pormally closed valve,
including a safety or relief vaive, or valve capable of
automatic closurc when the safety function is required.

(3) Prior to performing the VT-2 visual examing-
tom, the system shall be pressurized to nominal op-
emsting pressure. No holding time is required peior 10
petfunig U VT-2 visual camuication, The system
shall be maintained st nominal operatiag pressure daring
performance of the VT-2 visual examination.

{4) The VT-2 visual exammation shall include all
mmmmmm«m

(J) Test instrumentstion requurements of WA
5260 are not applicable.
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