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1 DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENT:

On December 7, 1990 at 0940 hours, the Unit 2 CGaseous Effluent Monitoring
sampling pump for lodine and Particulate was found unplugged. The sample pump
was estimated to have been without power for about 40 minutes., While the sample
pump wies not operating, no gaseous effluent releases were in progress other than
a routine purge of Unit 2 containment, which did not involve a significant level
of radioactivity. For the duration of this event, Unit 2 was defueled, at
atmospheric pressure (Reactor Vessel Head removed) and ambient temperature.

Continuous monitoring and the alarm function for radioactive releases to the
environment via the Plant Main Vent are provided by the Main Vent Caseous Monitor
which was not affected by this event. The equipment affected, the lodine and
Particulate Samplers, collect samples which are counted weekly and the
information is used to calculate cumulative Offsite Dose for inclusion in the
Semi-annual Effluent Release Report. The lodine and Particulate Samplers do not
provide alarms or continuous indication of release rates. This event is
reportable under 10 CFR 50G.73(a)(2)(1)(B) because Technical Specification (T8)
3.3.3.9, Radioactive Gaseous Effluent Monitoring System, reguires the lodine and
Particulate Samplers to be operated at all times.

lodine and Particulate Sampling is performed using portable skid mounted
equipment located in a fan room on the 69 foot level of the Auxiliary Building.
Both samples are collected using a common pump. The sample pump receives power
from a receptacle which is part of a lighting (general service) cirecuit. This
cireuit &lso inc)ades 4 other receptacles. All 5 receptacles are labeled, "Do
not use this receptacle. This circuit pewers TS 3.3.3.9 equipment. Contact
Chemistry." Proper operation of the sample pump is verified daily by a chemistry
technicien but there is no alarm if power is lost.

On December 7, 1990, an operator doing log checks found the sampling equipment
unplugged. The pump motor housing was still warm, indicating that the pump had
not been incapacitated long. The circuit had been connected to the receptacle
via a Cround Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI). The GFCI had become unplugged.
The operator reconnected the circuit and notified the Control Room.

An Investigation was made into the cause of this event. The operator who
discovered the unplugged equipment noted that contract laburers were erecting
scaffolding in the area. He theorized that one of these workers may have
inadvertently stepped on or bumped the cord, disconnecting it. The laborers were
interviewed, but could not recall disconnecting the cord either on purpose or
accidentally,
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V. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

A Affected Components:
1EEE 804 IEEE 803
Component System 1D Component 1D
lodine and Particulate N/A 1L
Sample Pump
B, Previous Similar Events:

As noted above, LER 90:25, Docket 50-317, detalled a similar event in which
an inexperienced Health Physics techniclian mistakenly disconnected an
extension cord being used to power the pump temporarily while maintenance
was being performed in the area,




