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In the Matter of
DUKE POWER COMPANY, ET AL.

(Catawba Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2)
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Dear Administrative Judges:

In its Partial Initial Decision issued on June 22,1984,(LBP-84-24,19
NRC 1418), the Licensing Board rejected a contention on hydrogen control
for the Catawba facility on the ground that iinal Connission action on a,

generic rule addressing the same hydrogen control concerns was expected
before the anticipated date of full power op9 ration of Catawba. LBP-84-24,
19 NRC 1418, 1425 at n.3. The Board's ruling in this regard was based
on the NRC Staff's expectation that a final hydrogen control rule would
be submitted to, and acted upon by, the Commission well before a full
power operating license would be needed for Catawba.

This is to advise you of the current status of the hydrogen control rule-
making. As of this date, the Staff expects to submit a final hydrogen
control rule to the Commission in this month of November but cannot pre-
dict a date for Connission action on the rule. It is the Staff's under-
standing that Catawba Unit I will be ready for initial criticality by
early December 1984, for exceeding 5% of full power by mid-December 1984,
and for reaching full power several months later.

Sin erely,
.!,-

f"
*

,

W*
,

orge . J hnson
Counse for NRC Staff

cc: Service List

8411060404 841101
PDR ADOCK 05000413
Q PDR

- . . - - . _ .--- - - -


