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¢lready decided issues could begin to run as of that date without causing
hardship to any party. Thus, while 2 consolidated appeal briefing
schedule could be accomplisted by further stay of about one month, the
absence of hardship, and the fact that the great majority of issues has
already been decided, result in there being no compelling reason for

continuing the stay beyond October 19, 1984.

I1. DISCUSSICN

The stey in the briefing schedule granted by the Appeal Board on
July 20, 1984 was supported primerily on two bases: (1) the expectation
that ot least two partial initial decisions, in addition to thet issued
on June 27, 1984, would be forthcominé and be the subject of appeals and
(2) the burden on the parties of pending hearing obligations on the
late-filed Catawba-specific diesel generator contention. Since that
time, @ supplemental Partial Iritial Decision (PID) has been issued on
the emeruency plarning contentions, the diesel generztor contenticn has
beer dismissed, and hearings have been held on October 3-11, 19€4, on
the "Welder os/foreman override" quality assurance issue. In addition,
Intervenor Palmetto Alliance has, on behalf of itself and Carolina
Environmental Study Group, filed 2 notice of appeal of the supplemental
PID on emergency plenning issues. Neither Applicants ror the NRC Staff
have filed notices of appeal with respect to either PID. Finally,
completion of party hearing obligations with respect to the lone
remaining hearing issue is expected on October 19, 1984 (whern proposed
findings are due) under the current schedule for hearing of the "foreman

override" issue established by the Licensing Board heiering that matter.
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I11. CONCLUSION

While further stay of the appeal Liiefing schedule urtil ten days
following the anticipated Licensing Board “foreman override" decision
would pernit a fully consolidated appeal, there are no compelling reasons
for further stay of the pending appeals. The Staff does not oppose
lifting of the stay of appellate briefing schedules, particularly after

the parties' hearing obligations have been satisfied as of Cctober 19,

Respectfully submitted, /

Geo}ge E. Johnsen
Counsel for NRC Staff

1984,

Dated at Bethesda, Marylard
this 11th day of October, 1984
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