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Both RHR Trains Placed in Recirculation Mode
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This report is being submitted as a result of re-evaluation on 9-20-84 of the
reportability of an incident which occurred on 2-11-84,

At 1135 on 2-11-84, during cooldown (Mode 3) of Unit 1 for the cvycle V=VI
refueling outage, the Shift Supervisor placed both trains of the Residual Heat
Removal (RHR) system in the recirculation mode in preparation for placing RHR
in service. The procedural guidance did not prohibit this action and the Shift
Supervisor and Plant Operator did not recognize that this action made both trains
of RHR inoperable from a Technical Specification standpoint. The "A" and "B"
trains were returned to a normal lineup at 1718 and 1850, respectively, on
2-11-84, Health/safety of the public was not affected.
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Unit 1 was shut down for the cycle V-VI refueling outage on 2-10-84. In
preparation for entering Mode 4, the Shift Supervisor placed the Residual Heat
Removal (RHR) system in the recirculation mode of operation in accordance with
plant procedures to ensure that the boron concentration in the RHR system was
greater than or equal to the boron concentration in the Reactor Coolant System
(RCS). This requires shutting of the RHR to RCS cold leg motor operated valve
for each train thus preventing automatic low head safety injection flow without
operator action. The Shift Supervisor and the Plant Operator discussed these
actions and decided to place both trains of RHR in the rccirculation mode.
Normally, this procedure is performed one train at a time. The RHR trains were
placed in the recirculation mode at 1135 on 2-11-84 while the unit was in Mode 3.

The condition of the RHR system was discussed with the oncoming evening shift
Shift Supervisor during shift turnover. Subsequently, the evening shift Shift
Supervisor questioned the fact that both trains of RHR were in the recirculation
mode. He recognized that having both trains of RHR in the recirculation mode
placed the Unit under paragraph 3.0.3 of the Technical Specifications. The "A"
train was returned to normal service at 1718 and the "B" train was returned to
normal service at 1850 on 2-11-84.

The unit was already in the condition required by paragraph 3.0.3 and no
Technical Specification action statements were exceeded. Further, the condition
of the RHR system was known by operating personnel and they recognized that, if
a safety injection occurred, they would have to open the RHR to RCS cold leg
valves using the main control board handswitches.

The day shift Shift Supervisor and Plant Operater were re-instructed
concerning their not realizing that their voluntary actions had placed them
under paragraph 3.0.3 of the Technical Specifications. To help prevent
recurrence of this event, the governing procedure has been revised to state
specifically that only one train at a time should be prepared for cooldown
until the unit is below Mode 3.
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Alabama Power Company

600 North 18th Street

Post Oftice Box 2641 & v
Birmingham, Alabama 35291

Telephone 205 783-6090
A. P. McDonald
Senior Vice President

Flintridge Building Alabama Power

September 26, 1984

Docket No. 348

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Reaulatory Commission
Washinaton, D.C. 20555

Dear Sir:
Joseph M, Farley Nuclear Plant, Unit 1, Licensee Event Report
No. LER 84-018-00 is forwarded in accordance with 10CFR50.73 to provide 30

day written notification of the occurrence. This report is beina submitted
as a result of re-evaluation on 9-20-84 of the reportability of an incident

which occurred on 2-11-84,
If vou have any questions, please advise.
v [é !
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