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REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION

MAIN STEAM LINE HIGH FLOW SETPOINT

Upon review of the Vermont Yankee request of March 26, 1984, to modify the
plant Technical Specifications for the high main steam line flow trip
setting, it was noticed that the satety evaluation supported a value of
140% of the rated steam flow for the trip. Since this was the value
requested for the trip setpoint, it would appear that there is no margin
for instrumentation uncertainties. This would also be the case for the
instrumentation provided to detect small and medium steam line breaks. A
telephone coriference with two of the Vermont Yankee staff ensued whereupon
it was stated that this was generally true for all setpoints.

Please 1ist those .eactor protection system and engineered safety features
trip setpoints for which tnere is no explicit margin for instrument
uncertainties. Please provide justification as to why this is to be
considered acceptable and why it can be ensured that the plant will always
be operated within the analyzed bounds. Include, but do not 1imit the
discussion to, the high main steam line flow trip setpoint. Please also
describe how analytical uncertainties are treated.



