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Contlement

SUBJECT IIL&P REQUEST POR RECONSIDERATION OP $50,000 CIVIL PENALTY

This is in reply to llL&P's January 7, 1992 letter regarding NRC's
Decembor 12, 1991 proposed imposition of $50,000 civil penalty
(EA 91-055). NRC's proposed penalty was based on two examples of
safety-rolated maintenanco records at the South Texas Project
Electric Generating Station (STP) having boon falsified.

IIL&P indicated in its letter that it agreed that tho violations had
occurred and stated that it would submit payment of the civil
penalty under separato cover. Payment of the penalty was
subsequently received on January 10, 1992, llowever, llL&P also
requested that NRC reconsider the penalty in light of the
violations having boon identifiod by HL&P and promptly reported to
the NRC, strong corrective actions having been taken, and past
performance having boon good at STP in the area of personnel
integrity.

Although one could argue whether HL&P would have di novered those
violations had not an aggrieved contract employoo brought one of
these incidents to the attention of IIL&P personnel in January 1990,
NRC does not disagree with the points that itL&P makes in requesting
reconsideration. NRC does not agroo, however, that those points
warrant any mitigation of NRC's proposed penalty.

The assessment of a penalty in this case does not imply that IIL&P's
thorough and appropriato actions in response to those issues were
not recognized by NRC. NRC was aware of those factors and credit
was given to liL&P for its identification of those matters and its
corrective actions. Those considerations, however, were balanced
against the fact that thoro were two examples, each of which was
utgnificant. As noted in our December 12th letter, the second
examplo gave indication of an attitude that may havo been becoming
ingrained in a portion of your contractor's organization.,

Therefore, the base penalty was assessed.
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With regard to past perfor.mance, NRC does not consider the lack of
past integrity issues a basis for mitigation since integrity in the
conduct of NRC-licensed activities is always expected. As NRC's
Enforcement Policy states, civil penalties will normally be i
assessed for any wil3ful violation of requirements, regardicas of
the severity level.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's " Rules of Practice", ,

a copy of this letter will be placed in the NRC's Public Document :

Room.

Sincerely,

f

bk.p%
amos Lieberman, Director
ffice of Enforcement
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Houston Lighting & Power Company
ATTH: William J. Jump, Manager

Nuclear Licensing
P.O. Box 289 ;

Wadsworth, Texas 77483
'

City of Austin
Electric Utility Department
ATTH: J.C. Lanier/M.D. Lee #

P.O. Box 1088
Austin, Texas 78767

City Public Service Board
i ATTN! R.J. Costello/M.T. Hardt
| P.O. Box 1771

San Antonio, Texas 78296

Howman & Holtzinger, P.C.
ATTN! Jack R. Newman, Esq.
1615 L Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Central Power and Light Company
ATTH: D.E. Ward /T.H. Puckett
P.O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, Texas 78403

INPO
Records Center
1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339-3064

|-



- - _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ -. - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ .

*
.

.

.

Ilouston Lighting & Power Company -3-

|
|

Mr. Joseph M. llendrie ;

50 Bellport Lana '

Be11 port, New York 11713

Bureau of Radiation Control
State of Texas
1101 West 49th Street
Austin, Texas 78756

Judge, Matagorda County
Matagorda County Courthouse i

1700 Seventh Street |

Bay City, Texas 77414 |

Licensing Representative
llouston Lighting & Power Company
Suite 610

'Three Metro Center
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

llouston Lighting & Power Company
ATTH: Rufus S. Scott, Associate

General Counsel
P.O. Box 61867
Houston, Texas 77208
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