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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Mail Station F1-137
Washington, D.C. 20555

SUBJECT: DOCKET NO. 50-333
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT: 92-006-00 - Inadequate

Performance by Fire Watch

-Dear Sir:

This report is submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (1) (B)
and 10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (v) .

Quastions concerning this report may be addressed to
Mr. W. Verne Childs at (315) 349-6071.

Very truly ypurs,
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RADdORD J. CONVERSE c
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|
Enclosure

cc: USNRC, Region I
USNRC Resident Inspector
INPO Records Center
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EIIS Codes are in []
The plant was shutdown and in the cold condition for maintenance and
refuel. On January 22, 1992 a continuous fire wate.. required by
Technical Specification 3.12.F in an area with fire barrier
penetration 2eal deficiencies and ventilation ductwork damper
deficiencies was observed to be less than fully attentive to the
assigned fire watch duties. The fire watch was relieved by another
fire watch person and disciplined. The fire watch was assigned duties
in an' area with ventilation system. fire damper and/or fire barrier

i . penetration seal deficiencies. Tne fire areas of concern contain
portions of systems required for accident mitigation and for safe
shutdown in the event of postulated fires. LER-92-001 describes
related events concerning inadequate performance of fire watch duties.
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Descrintion

The plant was shutdown and in the cold condition for maintenance and
~

refuel, A fire barrier penetration seal base line inspection, which
was started in November 1991, was ongoi'ng. A number of fire watches
were posted (as required by Technical Specification 3.12.F) in several
plant areas as compensatory actions for fire barrier penetration seal
and/or fire. damper deficiencies. LERs 91-010 and 91-024 provide

,

additional details concerning the nature of deficiencies which result
in the posting of fire watches.

On January 22, 1992 at 1120 hours a continuous fire watch posted in a
portion of the turbine building [NM) near the miscellaneous oil
storage room and the north end of the east and west electric bays was
observed to be less than fully attentive to the assigned fire watch ,

duties ~. The fire watch was relieved by another individual and was
disciplined.

Cause

The apparent less than adequate performance of fire watch duties was
caused by inattention of the assigned fire watch person. The.
Individual had been' trained and understood the fire watch s

responsibilities.

. Analysis

The_ fire watch-was assigned to provide compensatory action for
potential fire damper binding in ventilation ductwork which penetrates-
the north wall of the east-and west electric bays, and the
miscellaneous oil storage room (see LER-91-030). In addition, the
fire, watch was assigned compensatory action duties for fire seal
deficiencies in fire barriers between the turbine-building, the west
electric bay' tunnel, and the fire protection system [KP) foam room
~(see LER-91-024).

The. miscellaneous oil storage room contains approximately 15-full or
. partially full 55-gallon drums of various-lubricating oils for routine
use'throughout the plant. The oil storage room doors are normally
locked, the doorways are iiked, and the room is protected by a wet i

pipe sprinkler-system [KP] with a flow alarm in the main control ro m. '

The east and west electric bays contain portions of non-safety-related
.and-Safety Division l'and 2 safety-related medium voltage (4160 VAC)
- and-low voltage-(600 VAC) power distribution systems [EA, EB, EC, and-

.

ED). Both electric bays are provided with automatic fire detection
and fire suppression equipment. The west electric bay tunnel-contains
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Safety Division 1 cablon to and from the equipment in the went
(Diviaion 1) electric bay an well as cablen for emergency core cooling
equipment provided with power from the Division 1 emerger.cy dienol
generatorn (EK] and numeroun control and instrumentation cablen.

Since the primary purpone of a fire watch in to provide early fire
detection and wcrning, an ineffective or inadequate performance of
fire watch dution in the aree could result in pontulated firen in any
cf the arean being more nevere due to delayed iire detection and/or
delayed Iire fighting actionn by the fire brigade. Becauce the arean
involved contain equipment hanociated with both nafety divisions,

_

damage an a result of postulated Iiren could cause more impairment of
nyntema and components required for 3) mitigation of accidento
diccunned in the Final Safety Analynia Report (FSAR) and/or 14HC Branch
Technical ponition 9.5-1, Appendix A, or 2) achieving nafe shutdown
than was assumtd to meet the requirements of 10 CFR 50, Appendix R.

An a renult, the event in counidered reportable under 10 CFR
S0.73 (a) (2) (i) (B) due to the inadequate performance of fire watch
dutien required by Technical Specification ar.d under 10 CFR
50.73 (a) (2) (v) an a conditior, that could have potentially prevented
fulfillment of nafety functions of nyutema needed to maintain tne
reactor in a safe shutdown condition, remove residual heat, and
mitigate the consequences of an accident.

C2rIftc.11yJLAg11on

1. The fire watch was relieved by another individual and
disciplined. Completed January 22, 1992.

2. Each fire watch and fire watch supervicor will be required to
read thin LER to reinforce the employee'n understanding of plant
management expectationo concerning fire watch dution. Due date
March 20, 1992. )
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Failed Components: lione

Previous Similar Events: LER-92-001 noted thren (3) other inntances
where f Are ntchatanding requirements were not met.
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