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ST-ilL- AE-4 000
File No.* G26
10CFR50.73

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

South Texas Project
Unit 1

Docket No. STN 50-490
Licennoo Event Report 92-002 Regarding a

Containment .Inkgrity TechDiGALJpocificat_ ion ViolatiQD

Pursuant to 10CFR50.73, liouston Lighting & Power (llL&P)
submits the attached Liccitsoo Event Report 92-002 regarding i.

containment integrity Technical Specification violation. This
event did not have adverso impact on the health and safety of the
public.

If you should have any questions on this matter, pleano'

contact Mr. C. A. Ayala at (512) 972-8628 or mo at (512) 972-7205.
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Jumh.William J.
Managor,
Nuclear Licensing
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Regional Administrator, Regio 1 IV Rufus S. Scott (
lluclear Regulatory Commission Associato General Counsol t

611 Ryan Plaza Drivo, Suito 400 llouston Lighting & Power Company :
!

Arlington, TX 76011 P. O. Box 61867
Houston, TX 77208 !

George Dick, Project 14anagor
U.S. 11uclear Rogulatory Commission IllPO

'Washington, DC 20555 Records contor
1100 circle 75 Parkway

J. I. Tapia Atlanta, GA 30339-3064
Senior Resident Inspector
c/o U. S.14uclear Regulatory Dr. Joseph 14. Hendrio

Commission- 50 Dc11 port Lano
P. O. .Dox 910 Bollport, llY 11713 i

Day City, TX -77414 i

D. K. Lacker :
'

J. R. llowman, Esquiro Dureau of Radiation Control
llowman & Holtzinger, P.C. Texas Department of Iloalth ,

1615 L-Street, ll . W . 1100 West 49th Stroot i

Washington,.DC 20036 Austin, TX 78756-3189

D. E. Ward /T.14. Puckett
Contral Power and Light Company
P. O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, TX 78403 j

J. C. Lanior/14._ D. Loo
City of Austin .

Electric Utility Department
P.O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767

K. J. Fiodlor/14. T. Hardt
iCity Public Servico Board

P. O. Box 1771-
San Antonio, TX 78296

Revised 10/11/91
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On January 24, 1992, Unit 1 was in Mode 1 at 100% when it was discovered
that containment integrity requirements were violated beginning on
October 18, 1991, and lasting approximately 47 hours. Repairs were made
to a leaking handholo cover on the secondary side of steam generator IC,
while the unit was in Mode 4, in violation of the containment integrity
Technical Specification. This event was caused by a misinterpretation
of the requirements of the containment integrity Technical
Specifications. Corrective actions include dissemination of information
regarding this event to plant management and appropriate Operations,
Licensing, and Scheduling personnel. This event will also be reviewed
with appropriate plant personnel during Licensed Operator Requalification
training and througn a Management and Technical staff training bulletin.
Additionally, Maintenance will add guidance to appropriate procedures,
that containment integrity is required in Modes 1 through 4 and that
opening secondary steam generator covers breaches containment integrity.
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DESCRIPTION Of_.EyfdiT:

On January 04, 1992, while Unit I was in Mode 1 at 100% power, it
was discovered that, on October 18, 1991, repairs to a leaking
handhole cover on the secondary side of Steam Generator 1C were
performed while the unit was in Mode 4, in violation of the
containment integrity Technical Specification.

On October 18, 1991, Unit I was in Mode 4. A leaking handhole
cover on the secondary side of Steam Generator 1C was discovered
and a work package was written ta rework the cover to stop the
leakage. As work was_c1 ready scheduled to replace the packing on
all four Main Steam Isolation Valves (MSIV), the work package was
reviewed by the Shift Supervisor and other management personnel in
order to avoid any scheouling problems or violations of Technical
Specifications. The determination-was made that the MSXV could be
used as a Containment Isolation valve for integrity purposes and
the work on the repacking of the Train C MSIV was rescheduled to
be performed at a different time than the work to repair the
handhole leak on Steam Generator 1C, to prevent having the valves
inoperable at the same timo the Steam Generator was open. Work to
repair the leak began at appro::imately 033n hours, when the cover
was removed and lasted approximately 47 hout s, until the cover was
replaced and the nuts retorqued to design loads. In Modes 1-4,
containment integrity is required by Technical Specification
3.6.1.1. The Technical Specifications definition of integrity
requires that leakage rates be within the limits of specification
3.6.1.2. Since the removal of the handhole cover resulted in
containment atmosphere being in contact with the MSIV, and the
MSIVs are not leak rate tested per Technical Specification 3.6.1.2,
this event represented a viole.cion of Technical Specification
3.6.1.1, as compliance with the leak rate limits could not be
demonstrated.

During this event, the handhole cover was in place over the
handhole orifice for most of the 47 hours, although with no gasket
in place and only 1 stud (with nut) and 2 guidepins loosely
securing the cover to maintain cleanliness requirements. The
safety significance of this event is minimal, since the MSIV
remained closed throughout this event and the cover was in place
for the majority of the time as well, providing additional boundary
airflow restriction.

LER\92038001.01 |

h1C ,orm 366A 1649l



_.. - .-. ._ .- - - . -

v. .,un... m u u ,o m u,M.m .xx.

.

-~,.g o g m . , , , , , _ , _ ,
- , ,m , .m

LlCENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) |,5,'|*''',%'J"|M *J'," "'00;'u'iff"*J| ,*J,"J"'8 i,

|TEXT CONTINUATION !O;"Ja'n'J;'fo'"nMr"f',$'s**,'Nf M' ""f,"f'
?!:",'';o';;s~:,#2,' ",'.nt?N'h? Mt *:? '108 MANAGt ME N, ANO tto(At t W A9m4G10% M N%C)

P&C6Ll1Y h4Mt Of WL R t 1 hvM84 m di Lim huMbtll 16) PAG 8 tai

"Cti? M*,0""

South Texas, Unit 1 0 p | 0 | 0 | 0 |4 [9 |8 q2 - 0| 0( 2 0] O 0|3 of 0|4-

rext <n .-. . w . =-. uc , x4.om

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT: (CONT'D)

A review of the work document, performed prior to the event by
management personnel, f ailed to disclose that removing the handhole
cover in Mode 4 is a Technical Specifications violation.
Discussions with the involved personnel indicated that they were ,

not aware that the MSIVs are not leak rate tested end therefore,
could not be used as containment isolation valves.

This event was recognized to be a reportable event after a similar
: situation arose during forced outage activities in Unit 2 in

January, 1992. During this January, 1992, event, plant management
and personnel recognized that repairs to a leaking handhole of the
Steam Generator would be a violation of Technical Specifications
and the unit was brought to Mode 5 to perforin the repairs.

CAUSE OF THE EVENT:

This event was caused by a misinterpretation of the requirements
of Technical Specification 3.6.1.1. Station personnel responsible
for decisicnt regarding Technical Specification applicability made
an incorrect assumption based on the misconception that the MSIV
could be used as a Containment Isolation Valve.

Al!ALYSIS OF THE EVENT:

Technical Specification 3.6.1.1 requires that if containment
integrity is lost, it.must be restored within I hour or the Unit
must be in Mode 5 within 30 hours. Since the handhole cover was
loose for approximately 47 hours, this event represents a Technical
Specifications violation and is reportable, pursuant to

10CFR50.73 (a) (2) (1) (b) . Since the MSIVs are not leak tested per
10CFR50 Appendix J requirements, it could not be ensured that
containment leakage rates were within the limits set by Technical
Specifications. This event did not result in an increased risk to
the safe operation of the plant. -

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

1. Dissemination of this LER to plant management has stressed that
the steam Generators are part of the containment boundary and
that credit cannot be taken for the MSIVs to maintain
containment integrity. This information was also disseminated
to appropriate Operations, Licensing, and Scheduling personnel.
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: (CONT'D)

2. This event will be reviewed with appropriate plant personnel in
Licensed Operators Requalification training and through a
Management and Technical Staff training bulletin. Guidance on
the necessity of performing thorough reviews of applicable
Technical Specifications before author zing work will
be provided. This training will be completed by May 22, 1992.

3. The Maintenance Department will add guidance to appropriate
procedures, that containment integrity is required in Modes 1-4
and that opening secondary side steem generator covers breaches
containment integrity. The procedures will be revised by
April 15, 1992.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

TLere have been no previous events at STP involving a containment
integrity Technical Specification violetion.
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