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Gentletten:

In accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, the enclosed
Licensee Event Report is submitted. This report fulfills the requirement for a
written report within thirty (30) days of a reportable occurrence and is
submitted in accordance with the format set forth in NUREG 1022, September 1983.
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J. J. Spencer Wneral Manager
nswick Nuclear Project
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Enclosure

cc: Mr, S. D. Ebneter
Mr. N. B. Le
BSEP NP,C Resident Office
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TiTLtm Automatic ESF Actuation of the Control Building Emergency Air Filtration System Due to
Simultaneous Fire Alarms in Two Zones of the Control Room.
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On January 17, 1992, Unit 1 and Unit 2 were operating at 100% and 85% power,
respectively. At 0215 simultaneous fire alarms in two zones of the control room
resulted in an automatic initiation of the Control Building Emergency Air Filtration

i

(CBEAF) system. The alarms were caused by cooking in the control room kitchen and a
verson smoking in the Secondary Alarm Station for Security. The kitchen and the alarm
* stion are respectively located in the Unit 1 and Unit 2 electronic equipment roomi

use detection zones. At 0219, after verification that an actual fire did not exist,
the alarms were reset and the Control Building lleating, Ventilating, and Air
Conditioning and CBEAF systems were restored to normal line up. An investigation
revealed that prior to the actuation, one of the involved fire detection zones had
been placed in a condition requiring a limiting condition for operation (LCO), but the'

responsible group had not been notified to initiate the LCO. llovever, the fire
protection annunciators are in the main control room and the affected fire detection
zone is located in a frequently traveled area. Additionally, the area is in close
proximity to and environmentally communicates with the control room proper. It is
therefore reasonable that a fire would have readily been detected within the same time
frame as that provided by a fire watch. An investigation vill be conducted into the
failure to notify the responsible personnel of the condition. This event vill be
reviewed with shift operations personnel. This event had minimal safety significance;
the systems functioned as designed. Similar events were reported in LERs 1-85-012 and
1-86-007.
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HU2: Automatic ESF Actuation of the Control Building Emergency Air Filtration System
Due to Simultaneous Fire Alarms in Two Zones of the control Room.

INITIAL CONDITIONS

On January 17, 1992, Unit 1 and Unit 2 were operating at 100 and 85% power, respectively.
The common Control Building llenting Ventilating and Air Conditioning (CBilVAC) system was
operating in normal line up; the Control Building Emergency Air Filtration (CBEAF) system was
in standby.

EVENT MARRATIVI

At 0215, the CBilVAC system supply dampers positioned to the emergency supply and tho 2B CBEAF
system in.* tiated automatically. The initiation resulted from siaultaneous fire alarms in two
fire detection zones of the control room, as designed. The alarms were caused by cooking in
the control room kitchen and a person smoking in the Secondary Alarm Station for Security.
The kitchen and the alarm station are respectively located in the Unit 1 and Unit 2
electronic equipment room fire detection zones. At 0219, after verification that an actual
fire did not exist, the alarms were reset and the CBilVAC and CBEAT systems were restored to
normal line up.

Ths fire alarm in the control room kitchen was activated earlier in the shif t when cooking
began. Interviews indicate that the time was between 2100 and 2230 on January 16, 1992. At
that time the alarm reset. The alarm was activated a second time between 0100 and 0215 on
January 17, again due to cooking. The second alarm did not reset and the control building
local fire alarm panel was placed in " silence" until the cooking was completed. The time the
panel was actually placed in " silence" was not logged. Placing the panel " silence"
prevents the remaining detectors in the affected fire detection zone from initiating an alarm
end requires that a limiting condition for operation (LCO) be initiated.
LCOs artociet M vith fire protection are the responsibility of the Pedioactive Waste / Fire
Protection (RV/FP) staff of Operations. Site personnel are responsible for informing the
RV/FP personnel of problems associated with fire protection equipment. Although fire
protection personnel were not notified that the panel had been placed in " silence" and no LCO
was initiated, the fire protection annunciators are in the main control room and the affected
fire detection zone is located in a frequently traveled area. Additionally, the area is in
close proximity to and environmentally communicates with the control room proper. It is
therefore reasonable that a fire would have readily been detected within the same time frame
as that provided by a fire watch.

CAUSE OF EVENT

The initiation resulted from simultaneous fire alarms in two fire detection zones of the
control room.

The reason the placing of the fire detection panel in " silence" was not logged and the reason
RV/FP was not notified to initiate an LCO has not been determined. At - investigation will be
conducted,
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f&RRECTIVE ACTIONS

After verification that en actual fire did not exist, the alarms were reset and the
CBilVAC and CBEAF systems were restored to normal line up. Fire protection personnel
subsequently cleaned the detectors to help prevent spurious alarms.

Until further notice, smoking has been banned at the Secondary Alarm Station by order of
the Plant General Manager.

An investigation w!.11 be conducted into the failure to log the placing of the fire
detection panel in " silence" and failure to inform RW/FP of the condition.

This event will be reviewed with shift Operations personnel. The requirement to log
plant status and events in chronological order and to inform RV/FP personnel of problems
associated with fire protection equlpment will be stressed.

SAFETY ASSESSMENT

This event had minimal safety significance; the systems functioned as designed. The
fire protection zone which was disabled by placing the local control panel in " silence"
is located in a frequently traveled area. Additionally, the area is in close proximity
to and environmentally communicates with the control room proper. It is therefore
reasonable that a fire vould have been detected in the same time frame as that provided
by a fire watch.

EM;VIOUS SIMILAR EVENTS

Similar events were reported in LERs 1-85-012 and 1-86 007.

EIIS COMPONENT IDENTIFICATION

Syst em/Cornponent EIIS coa
CBEAF V1


