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Docket Nos. 50-498 ,

50-499
License Nos. NPF-76

NPF-80

Houston Lighting & Power Company
ATTH: Donald P. Hall, Group

Vice President, Nuclear
P.O. Box 1700
Houston, Texas 77251

Gentlemen:

This is in regard to your letter of January 16,1992(ST-HL-AE-3980),

providing the basis for a request for a temporary waiver of compliance from

the provisions of Technical Specification (TS) 3.7.14 to continue

troubleshooting and performing repairs on the Unit 1 Train B 150-ton and

300-ton chiller differential pressure flow switches with the plant in Mode 1.

As discussed with Mr. Wisenburg of your staff, it was subsequently determined

that the Train B essential chilled water system was returned to operable status

prior to the expiration of the TS action requirenent. Therefore, there was no

need for the proposed temporary waiver of compliance.

Sincerely,
'

Original Sl;;ued by -

//.T. //o wc//
A. Bill Beach.-Director
Division of Reactor Projects

cc:
Houston Lighting & Power Company
ATTN: William J.. Jump, Manager

Nuclear Licensing
P.O. Box 289
Wadsworth, Texas 77483
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City of Austin
Electric Utility Department
ATTN: J. C. Lanf er/M. B. Lee
P.O. Box 1088
Austin, Texas 78767

City Public Service Board
ATTN: R. J. Costello/M. T. Hardt

l'P.O. Box 1771
San Antonio, Texas 78296 {

Newman & Holtzinger, P. C. ;

ATTN: Jack R. Newman, Esq. i
1615 L Street, NW

'

Washington, D.C. 20036

Central Power and Light Company
ATTN: D. E. Ward /T. M. Puckett
P.O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, Texas 78403

INPO-
Records Center
1100 circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339-3064

Mr. Joseph M. Hendrie
50 Be11 port Lane
Bellport, New York 11713

Bureau of Radiation Control
1State of Texas

1101 West 49th Street
Austin, Texas 78756

Judge, Matagorda County
Matagorda County Courthouse
1700 Seventh Street
Day City. Texas 77414.

Licensing Representative
Houston Lighting & Power Company
Suite 610
Three Metro Center
Bethesda, Maryland 20814-

Houston Lighting & Power Company
ATTH: Rufus S. Scott, Associate.

General Counsel
P.O. Box 61867-
Houston, Texas 77208
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Houston Lighting & Power Company -3

Abccito!DMB(IC51)1'*

bec distrib by RIV:
R. D. Martin Resident inspector
DRP SectionChief(DRP/0)
ORS MIS System
DRSS-RPEPS Lisa Shea, RM/ALF
RIV File R. Bachmann. 0GC
RSTS Operator Project Engineer (DRP/0)
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Houston Lighting & Power Company -3-

bectoDMB(IE51)

bec distrib. by RIV:
R. D. Martin Resident inspector - *

DRP SectionChief(DRP/D)
DRS MIS System
DRSS RPEPS Lisa Shea, RM/ALF
RIV File R. Bachmann. 0GC
RSTS Operator ProjectEngineer_(DRP/D)
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c o mp a ny South Ton Pndu unuit omrating si iionP.o. an m Wad *onh.Tnn 77mllouston Lighting & Power
i ,s !

^l January 16. 1992
i. ST ItL AE 3980

9 92 O file 14o. : c21.01
c21.02
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U. S. !?uclear Regulatory Comrnission
Attention: Document Control Desh
Washington, I;J 20555

South Texas Project
Unit 1

Docket IJo. ST!1 50 498
Request for a Testporary Waiver of Cornpliance

II.nUL.the Proviciens of Technical .,S.p1gification 3.7.14

Reference: Correspondence from G. E. Vaughn to Docurnent Control Desk
dated February 1,1990 (ST ilt AE 3283)

llouston Lighting & Power Company (H14P) requests a ternporary waiver of
compliance from the provisions of Technical r.3cification 3.7.14.
Specifically, H14P requests the waiver so that the allowed outage time (A0T)
for one train of Essential Chilled Vater System can be extended by an
additional 72 hours. The Unit is presently in a limiting condition for
operation which expires at 0200 on January 17, 1992.

Unit 1 of the South Texas Project (STP) is presently in Mode 1 at 100%
power. The differential pressure flow switches for the Train B 150 ton and
300 ton Chillers are inoperable. Il14P is investigating the cause so that
repairs can be made as soon as possible. Per TS 3.7.14, with only two of the
three Essential Chilled Vater Systern Loops operabic, three loops are to be
restored to operable status within 72 hours or the affected unit should be in
at least hot standby within the next 6 hours and in cold shutdown within the
following 30 hours. The extension of an additional 72 hours is requested to
allow adequate time for troubleshooting and perfcr:Ang the necer.sary repairs
without the need to shutdown the unit.

Extending the Chilled Vater allowed outage time is addressed in a
j proposed amendment to the Unit 1 and Unit 2 Technical Specifications
; (referenced above). That request provides justification for extending the-
' allowed outage time for up to 10 days based on the STP Probabilistic Safety

L4\L1c\k

Ihk A Subsidiary of flouston Industries incorporated .
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llouston Lighting & Power Company
South Tesai Project Electric Generating Station ST.llL AE+3 g g,

g ;

G21.02
Page 2

Assessment (PSA). The referenced correspondence shows the extension to a 10
day A0T results in a change in core damage frequency of 0.7%, which is small
in comparison to the uncertainty in estimating core damage frequency. (Note
that the 0.7% change is based on a proposed permanent change.) In reviewing
the previously submitted change,111AP concluded that there are no significant
radiological or non radiological impacts associated with the proposed action.

This request for a temporary waiver of compliance is consistent with
protecting the health and safety of the public. Ill4P believes that continued
operation is a safer course of action than shutting down the plant and
imposing the accompanying stress cycles on equipment. Also, continued power
generation is in the interest of the public.

Granting the waiver will not involve a consideration of significant
hazards:

1) The proposed waiver results in a change in the STP core damage
frequency of less than 0.74. No alterations to equipment are
proposed, nor are there any changes in accident analysis
assumptions. Consequently, there'is no significant increase in
the probability or consequences of an accident previously
evaluated.

2) There are no alterations to equipment or different operating -
configurations being proposed, nor are accident analysis
assumptions being changed. Consequently, the request does not
create -the possibility of a new or different kind of accident.

3) Two other trains of Essential Chilled Water are still operable and-
only one is required to shutdown the plant. Consequently. the
request does not result-in a significant reduction in the margin
of safety.

The STPECS Plant Operations Review Committee has concurred with this
request for a temporary waiver of compliance.

If there a~re any questions, please contact Mr. A. W. Harrison at
(512) 972 7298 or me at (512) 972 7205.

bMk .
W..H, Kinsey.
Vice President,
Nuclear Generation

AVH/hg

L6)LICik
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ST HL AE 3980
Pile No.: C21.01, G21.02llouston Lighting & Power Company

South Texas Project Electric Generating Station Page 3

cc:

Regional Administrator, Region IV Rufus S. Scott
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Associate General Counsel
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400 Houston Lighting & Power Company
Arlington, TX 76011 P. O. Box 61867

Houston. TX 77208
George Dick, Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission INPO
Washington, DC 20555 Records Center

1100 circle 75 Parkway
J. I. Tapia Atlanta, CA 30339 3064
Senior Resident Inspector
c/o U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie

Commission 50 Be11 port Lane
P. O. Box 910 Be11 port, NY 11713
Bay City, TX 77414

D. K. Lacker
J . R. Newman, Esquire Bureau of Radiation Control
Newman & iloltzinger, P.C. Texas Department of llealth
1615 L Street, N.W. 1100 West 49th Street
Washington, DC 20036 Austin, TX 7875f 3189

D. E. Ward /T M. Puckett
Central Power and Light company
P. O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, TX 78403 '

J. C. Lanier/M. B. Lee
City of Austin
Electric Utility Department
P.O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767

K. J. Fie'ler/M. T, Hardtd
City Public Service Board
P. O. Box 1771
San Antonio, TX 78296
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