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U. §. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

| INTERVIEW OF:

HARVEY HANDFINGER

Main Conference Room
Administration Building

Vogtle Electric uenz2rating Plant
Waynesboro, Georgia

Tuesday, March 27, 1890

The interview commenced at 4:01 p.m.

APPEAPANCES

On _behalf of the Nuciea: Regulatory Commission:

WILLIAM LAZARUS
GENE TRAGER
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| PROCEEDINGS

MR. LAZARUS: 1I.'s March 27, 4:01 p.m., we're
intevviewing Mr. Harvey Handfinger.

THE WITNESS: Correct.

Mk. LAZARUS: Regarding his purticipation in the
' losn of power incident on Tuesday, March 20,
Whereupon,

HARVEY HANDFINGER

appeared as a witness herein, and was examined and testified

as followet

EXAMINATION
BY MR. LAZARUS:
Q Mr. Handfinger, would you tell us .7 name and
position is please?
A My name is Harvey Handfinger, 1'm the Maintenance

Marager. At the time of the incident, 1 was the Operaticns
Support Center Manager,

Q Okay. Would you teil us how you were involved in
the incident on Tuesday in just a narrative form, where you
were, how you responded, what your duties were, what yc: saw
and observed during that time.

A Okay. At the time the incident was declared, I

| responded to the OSC and assumed my position as the 08C
| Manager. We activated the 0SC, contacted the Technical

| Support Center for direction. In addition, at that time we
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knew there had been people dispatched in other areas,
specifically to do some thinge in containment. We tried to
establish who those people were and what they were doing at

that point in time., We dicpatched our teams consistent with

. procedures, One of the first things you do is -« is it all

right {f I use my log a little bit?
MR. LAZARUS: Absolutely.

13 Okay, once the site area is declared, one of the
thinge we do is get fileld monitoring teams preparad and we
get the HP to go to the HP control point. Parallel with
that, we had a request for some people to go to the MET
tower to support some MET tower data, so we briefed them.
Did you want me to go how we do some of this activity
consistent with some of the HP concerns?

MR. LAZARUS: Yes.

A We have HP support in the Operational Suppust
Center. We get from them what the radiological conditions
are. At the time we dispatch any team, we brief each team
before they leave. We brief them &s to what the
radiological conditions are, what the plant conditions are,
whether we're in a site area, whatever kind of event we're
in., We give them radi> communication, we verify radio

communication, we give them on-site and off-site telephone

| numbers to contact and we require them to call us when they

reach the location and we require them to call us every 30
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minutes thereafter, 8o that's the way we basically brief
each team.

We assembled the team to go to the HP control point

| where people going into the piant -- the first thing they do

is go to the HP control point fur briefing for health

physics requiremente inside the plant., 1In parallel with

| that, 1 validate -~ I verify with the HP people that people

in containmenc, working on sone of the activities in
containment, had full HP coverage. The HP supervisor

informed me that was correct, that everybocy had HP coverage

' and that those activities were in fact goiny on.

Q 8o all of the normal health physice piractices were
covered with no emergency radiation work?

A That's right. With no dose release at that point in

| time, the only thing we did was send two off-site field

- monitoring teams at the request of the Technical Support

Center, we dispatched two off-site teums.

Q How many teame d'd you dispatch to the containment

te work there?

A There were already people there, there were people -

= to the best of my recollection, we had & team working,

| getting the steam generator manways on, the pressuri .- °

:manwayl, verifying we had two valves, the cumulator

| discharge valve on the D-cumulator and the alternate

j.charqinq check valve cover on, which were all points that we

e e s,
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- knew were open at that point in time. Those were primarily

the people who were in containment. We got the names of

| “hosa individuales who were performing those activities. We

- contacted TSC and gave that information and we also

contacted TEC when they were out of containment,

We also dispatched a number of other teame to check
elevators to make sure people weren’'t stuck on elevators.
We had some air compressort running, we dispatched a team to
assure that we shut down all those temporary air
compressors., We also dispatched a team to bring up the
computer that needed to support some of the activities -« is
basically what we did.

Q Do you know what computer that was?

A It was one of our in-plant «- I think it was our
MPN18, just our in-plant computer for work ordere and
things.

Q S0 in your words, everything worked pretty smoothly
as far as baing able tu control teams, dispatch them, work
with Health Physics?

A Yeah, once we had the 0SC established, we had
maintained control of getting teame out. Teams were alays

dispatched as directed by the TSC, we dida't dispatch

. anybody until we had talked to the T8C and got their

concurrence to dispatch the team,

Q At what time was the 0SC eatablished or activated?
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A We got our first team 1 would say 9:20 because we

had activated ~-« it takes about 18 minutes to activate the

| OSC-

Q 50 you're talking Central Standard time 1 assume?
A Yeah, 1'm pretty sure that's correct. Ten o’‘clouk

is the site -« this war Eastern and then we corrented it to

| Central.
Q Or uncorrected it.
A Yes.

MR. TRAGER: That's a source of confusion [ guess
somet imes?

THE WITNESS: Once you get into it, really it isn't.
Operations is totally used to working on Central Standard
time. There's no confusion factor for them. There really
is a confusion factor only that you'we putting a different
time down. Once you get it established in your head, you
say yeah, 1'm going to log everything consistent with
Central Standard time.

DY MR. LAZARUS:
¢ The problems are in an emergency interfacing witn
those local communitier around a different time zone.

A Yes. We learn to live with it and it's not a real

- problem for us.

Q You just have to remember to shift gears and that’'s

a big human factors problem.
















