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PROCEEDINGS
MR. LAZARUS: Today is March 2%, 9154 a.m. We're

at the Vogtle Plant. My name is William Lazarus, we're

- interviewing Jimmy Cash,

Whereupon,
J1MMY PAUL CASH

| appearsd as a witnese herein and was examined and testified

| ae follows:

EXAMINATION

BY MR. LAZARUS:

we both held our breath, praying that Unit 2 hadn’t tripped.

Q For the record, would you state your name and your

title?

A My name ie Jimamy Paul Cash, I'm an Operations
Superintendent,

Q On Tuesday, March 20, during the loes of vital
power incident, will you describe your activities and what
part you played in the incident?

A Yes, sir. At the time of the beginning of the
incident when we lost power, I was in my boss’' office, Jim
Swartzwelder'’'s office, on the second floor of the service

building., The lights went out in the office and basically

There wae a page annoancement -- and I think the entire

- plant went quiet at that time -- there was a very quiet,

caln page announcement "Unit 2 reactor trip“.
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. up the high side of the RAT. Okay?

I informed Mr. Swartzwelder and Mr. Hopkins of

Mr. Hopkins was the Shift Superintendent that day.

1

was then directed to go out to the B RAT and give a physical

walkdown of it, make sure there was no grounding straps on

- it and that it did indeed appear to be intact. 1 proceeded

| through the Unit 2 turbine building to the B RAT.

When I walked

out of the back oi the turbine

building, I looked to my right and there was a truck -« the

truck in question that backed into the C-phaee of the 1-A

RAT ,

It appeared to have been pulled forward from the pole,

it was no longer right at the phase, and there were -- I

think at the time there was nnly one security guard out

there that 1 saw, but subsequently in the next minute or so,

quite a few more &r “urity guards appeared.

I walked towards the truck. When I got to the

truck, the guard stopped me., By this time, I could se¢ .re

phase where the insulator had broke off and there was a wire

on the ground,.

hot, we’'re keeping everybody out of the area until we verify

that .

I said okay.

He said we're not sure if the wire is still

And I walked on to the 1-B RAT.

I did a quick walkdown of it, looking at it with

~ one of the PEO's, I forget his name right now. I remember

~ who it was but I don't remember his name.

Q

What’'s a PEQ?
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Page 11
first announcement of the site area emergency did not
mention any evacuation at all, !s that correct?

A I know that for a fact now. 1 did not pick up that

- detail at the time. You know when you hear an announcement

-« any type of page announcement -« you tend to hear your
portion of it. 1 heard "emergency response people report to
your facilities" and I go. I really did not pick up that
there was an omission from it at that time, but it was not
something 1 was listening for.

Q How much later were the subsequent announcements
that were made and what do you recall they involved about
evacuation of personnel?

A Okay. 1 do not know -~ there is a nhronology «-
time reference -- that we put together. I do not know if it
has these time framee in it for the subsequent announcement.
1 do not remember the exact time frame.

Q Five minutes later, ten minutes later, something
like that.

A It was longer than that.

Q Longer than that.

A I would say that we're talking from the time -~
could 1 review this please? (Pause.) I would say it was 15

or 20 minutes after the site area page announcement was

- made, but T cannot tell you in detail for sure. I believe

it was about the time we downgraded to the alert, but 1
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Page 12
don’'t remember for sure.
Q S50 somewhere before 10:00 Eastern Standard Time, is
that about right?
A Ten o’clock central ~- let me get my times straight

«= no, sir, 10:00 is when we made the page announcement for

- the site area emergency.

Q Okay .

A It would have been 15«20 minutes after that and

- about 15 minutes after that is when we downgraded the site

area. 1 believe it was relatively shortly after that.

Q You downgraded tco the alert?

A After we docwngraded to the alert, that we were
still working on accountability.

Q Do you recall any of the detail of those
announcements that were made by Security apparently?

A Yes, sir. Because of the omission from the initial
announcement, there was some confusion by people who were
not emergency response team members as to whether they were
supposed to leave the protected area or not. Security
transmitted this confusion to me, and said hey we newed to
make an announcement that tells people that are not involved

in the event what to do. I said tell penple to report to

- their assembly areas. We made that page announcement and

- then it dawned on me that maybe people did not know where

- their assembly areas were because we did have a lot of
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Page 13
contractors in. They should inow, but 1 decided we'd make

it real clear, real plain. Tell everybody that‘s not

involved in the event to report to the admin building

- parking lot., And that's what we did.

Q S0 you made that announcement from the TSC or
Security made the announcement?

A No, Security made that announcement, but it was

- after conferring with me,

Q S0 you provided them the guidance to make the
announcement ?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that was to report to the admin building
parking lot?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you make the first announcement about report to
your assembly area or you -~

A Security made both of those announcements.

Q Okay and then they changed it to report to the
admin building parking lot?

A Just so there would be no confusion about where
people should go, it'd be real clear, real plain.

MR. LAZARUS: Okay. Anyone else have any

- questions?

MR. DIETZ: Give me, from an operational viewpoint,

being the officer up in the Tech Support Center, what were
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your duties and what were you doing?

|
|

THE WITNESS: The initial -« my initial duties,

other than being there for any questions to be answered, was

- really <~ 1 was bringing everybody up to speed on what was

| going on. Engineering and other support people that came in

' had questions about where we were exactly. There were |

* questions about what was core exit temperature, what can we |

| look at. I eaid we've get RHR cutlet -« inlet temperature, ‘

- we've core exit TC, this is where you find it on the area

computer, because of our detailed use of it that we have in
the control room, I'm a lot more familiar than most of the
Engineering staff are on how to get different parameters out
of it.

The initial statusing of our board when we give

- sequence of events and activities was conducted at my l

direction. Russ Simmons put that information on the boara

at my direction. And like 1 say, everybody's initial

‘what's going on" as they were preparing, activating their |

station was done, 1 was the person who was briefing people.
This is not a formal briefing, thies is an informal

hey, what can we do to help, should we be looking at this --

Engineering came up and -- some of the electrical

engineering folks and said hey, there may be a way that we

' can backfeed to the 4160 bus, should we look at it. I said

yeah, let’s look at it but let's don’'t do anything yet,
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no, but that's a very general statement.

MR, DIETZ: 8o there being a lot of things out on

- monitoring doesn’'t cauee confusion (n terms of being able to

look at it and find informatio,

THE WITNESS: It doesn’t _ause confusion if you're

| expacting that situation. 1If you were expecting all

thermocouples to be hooked up and you pulled up and you only
had two of them, yes, that would cause confusion. But that
wag -« only two of them being hooked up was a known and
expected situation,

MR. DIETZ: What was the highest temperature you
saw on thermocovples?

THE WITNESS: The highest temperature that 1 saw on

in-core thermocouples was -- and we have scae copies of the

 trends -- was about 118 degrees. Now on the RHR we saw, it

wag very definite. Before you started the pump you had a
flat line, the pump started and it jumped up to the
neighborhood of 135-136 degrees and rapidly came back down
to 105 -~~ 102 to 105 on the RHR inlet.

MR. LYON: Are any of those temperature data
available off of the plant computer as a permanent record as
opposad to someone writing them down afterwards?

THE WITNESS: The only ones we have as a permanent
record is we have the ability -- we have a little thermal

printer, we have the ability to take copies of things. We
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what the operators saw and what you saw on the TC's.
THE WITNESS: Right,
MR, DIETZ: Can you explain that?
THE WITNESS: 1 believe so. You would really need

' to talk to someone like John Eliack, to talk about that and

apparently there was a discrepancy.

MR. DIETZ: They recall seeing 136, 138 degrees on
the TC.

THE WITNESS: That was not what came out on the
ERF. That is information they saw on Proteus. Now I do not
know thie particular loop, how the calibration goes. But
typically you'll have an input into the ERF and an input
into Proteus. Okay? These loops are calibrated and I think
each loop is calibrated somewhat independently. 1I'm not
saying that there's a difference in -- a slight difference i
the calibration of the loop, but that would be something we
would have to check.

The other thing you have to remember is that in-
core thermocouples have a very wide range and we were down
at the bottom end of their range. 8o I'm not sure how
accurate they are at the extreme ends of their range. 1

cannot answer those questions. There would probably be a

- John Eliack -~

MR. LYON: Would you spell thst?
THE WITNESS: E-l-i-a-c~h Or Greg Hooper.
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neighborhood of 1000 GPM. 1 actually believe we saw 1200

| but I know it was 1000.

MR. LYON: That is an experimental dJata point, if

| you will?

THE WITNESS: Thet is a known data point, yes, sir,
as is through the CCP. We've done that before too.

MR. LYON: I understand.

THE WITNESF: Those I know.

MR, LYON: All right, now this is with the reactor
coolant system essentially at atmospheric pressure.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

MR. LYON: What was your knowledge of the state of
the pressure boundary in the reactor coolant system as of
roughly, I don’t know, half an hour, hour after you got in
the Tech Support Center?

THE WITNESS: Okay, as I said, I knew that the work
was ongoing in containment to button up mid-loop. It was my
understanding that the pressuiizer manway was to be left off
to provide a vent path. Okay? We were informed via a page
announcement that the manways were installed. That was -- I
believe his last name is Cagle and I forget his first name

but he’s one of the people that was coordinating some work

| inside containment. Due to I guess you could say inaccurate

communication or unclear communications between the ED at

the time, John Hopkins, and the HP Manager, Ron LeGrand, Ron
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Page 34
disagree w.th that decision and I really didn‘t go into any
detailed discussion with George about it because I did not
believe it was an unwise decisiun at the tive and it was a
decision that if subsequent events happaned we could change
or take other actions that would -- as 1 say going ahead and
assuming we lost coolant, gravity drain as much water as we
could and filling up the RCS to what point we could. 8o I
did not see any reason to question George’s decision on it.

MR. LYON: With regard to control, what was the

statue of the air compressors that provide air to valves,

' these kinds of things?

THE WITNESS: There was no problem with the air

compressors,
MR. LYON: Those were operating normally?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. We had a backfeed in

- progress. The backfeed powered up the non-1-E buses,

INAO4, 05 and 01. Our air compressors are powered off of
those buses.

MR. LYON: All right.

THE WITNESS: They never lost power.

MR. LYON: Now I may not have been listening quite
closely enough. You were indicating that if you needed to,
you felt you could easily remove the manway?

THE WITNESS: Yes sir.

MR. LYON: How would you know you had time enough to
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