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NARC Response 10 Actidents Docowrring
Durng the Traneportation of
Redicective Materst Genersl
Sutemart of Policy

AGENCY: Nuciear Regula 1y
Commussion.

atnowe Genersl Statement of Policy

suswany: The Nuclear tory
Comuussion (NRC) has defined in o
genersl policy statement its role in
responding (0 scadents and incidents
related 10 the trenpportstion of auclear
matenals. The purpose of the policy
statement is to of ‘e cloarly the extent of
the NRC's participstion and involvement
ity pending to such a transportstion
scadent or incident.

EFVECTIVE GATE: March 29, 1084

POR FURTHER SNPORMA TION CONTACT

Dr. Justin T. Long. Office of Nuclear
Matenal Sefety and Safeguards. US.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Washington. D.C. 20888, telephorie (M)
4274138

SURPLEMSAARY BIPORRLA TYON:

Bk groveed

The Nuclear Regulatory Commiusion
(NRC). under the Atomuc Energy Aci of
1854 as amonded (42 U.S.C. Chapter 23)
and section 201 of the Energy
Reorganization Act of 1874 as amended
(42 US.C. 5841}, is suthorized 1o license
and regulate Lhe receipl posseassion. use.
and wansfer of “byprodhuct material”
“source material” and “special nuclear
material” (es defined in 42 US.C. 2014}
The NRC 2uthority to licsnse sir
shupment of plotonium w further
governed by Pub. L 9-79. Pertinent
NRC regulations are contained in 10
CFR Parts 30. 40. 70. 71, and 73.

The US. Department of
Transperation (DOT), under the
Dangerous Act(R 8 472 s
amendaed. 48 US.C 170). Title V1 and
802(h) of the FeGeral Aviation Azt of
1658 (46 US.C. 142141430 and 1472(k)).

-I1338

the Depsriment of Transportation Act
(46 US.C. 101, of #09.) and the
Hazardous Melerials Transportation
Act (48 US.C 1801-1812). bs requir * 10
regulate safety \n he rensportation. of
hazardous matenals. including
redioscuve matenials. Pertinem DOT
regulations are coolalned in &8 CFR Part
100 10 178

The roles in regulatory resposeibility
of NRC and DOT bave been delinested
in & Memorandum ot Understanding
(MOU) batween the two dated
funs 6. 1979 (44 FR 30000). MOU
does not define the specilfic
responeibilities of esch agency in
responding to ransporiation accidents
or incidents. However, i all socidents,
mcidents. and instences of actual or
suspended leakage invol packages
o! rediosctive material ted by the
NRC. the MOU assigns 10 NRC the
responsibility 1o act es iead am'f:t
investgaung be causs of the
ard prepanng & report of the
investigation.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) (s responsible for
E:vu\n [} :mm l;‘du

ergency Response Plan
Decembaer 23, 1980, FEMA published a
“Master Plan” for commanrciel nuclear
power plant accidents (48 FR 84410,
Development of the FRERP, which (s
schedulod for completion in 1084, an'sls
revision of the “Master Man.” including
its expansion to (ncorporsie provisions
for responding to all types of peacetime
rediological emergencies in
transportation sccidents. Availability of
planning guidance for developtng the
FRERP was noticed in the Federal
Register on April 28 1063 (48 FR 19229)
The FRERP will be based on the
planning guidance and on the result  *
s Full Field Exercise conducted (n th.
vicinity of the St Lucie nuciear power
plant in March 1984

The response (0 transporiation
nmﬂm less structured than t:o
radi emeTEency
accidents st licansed siiee :anu of
the uncartaintes surrounding (1) the
location where the accident occurs, (2)
the diversity of autbority of those who
wiil be responding. and (3) the Likely
limited radiation of the first.
on-scane respondars (who are usually
loca) officials). The states have the
primary mponnbﬂn&.h protecung the
heslth and safety of the citizens from
public hazards. Recognition of the
responsibilities for rediation hazards is
e et s
approprately des (]
chartered with the responaibility of
responding to rediological emargenciss



Federsl

The existing Memorandum of
Understanding between the DOT and
the NRC (mentioned above) assigrs
NRC the responaibiiity for the reguletion
and cerufication of shipping containers
for Aseile materials and for other
radioactive materials (other thas low
specific activity materals) in quantities
exceeding Type A limits as de in 10
CFR Pant 1. MOU aasigns DOT the
responsibiity lor reguation of most
othar &° » '3 of nuclear transportation
sctivities. DOT operates s Nutional
Response Conter which serves to relay
irformation roncermung transportation
incidents involving bazardouws matenals.
DOT regulations require & carrier, at the
earliest practicable moment to give
notics to the National Response Center
after an incident occurs dunng the
course of transportation in which.
among other thinge. fire. breskage.
spillage. or suspected radioactive
con‘aminetion ococurs involving
shipment of radicactive metenal Each
notufication of & transportation incident
of any kind s relayed by the National
Response Center 10 the Regional Olfice
of the Environmenta! Protection Agency
(EPA) for incidents on land or to the U.S.
Coast Guard Captain of the Port for
incidents in neviguble waters. When
teported incident (s known 1o involve
redicactive matenal. notfication is also
made 10 the Regionel Coordinatng
Office for Radiological Assistance of the
U S Department of Envrgy (DOE) and to
the Regional Office of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commisst .. NRC my slso
become aware of & transportation
incident through other channe!s. such as
the shipper. the catriez, or the police ot
highway patrol

DOE has stated that DOF's
involvemnent is the maintenance. st
about 2 sites. of ieams of technicaily
trained nuclear and transportation
specialists availadle 1o assist states.
upon request, by providing desired
sdvice and counsel in areas where
vlates may need asnisiance. Such teams
are highly professional and are equipped
to pruvide analytical and diagnostic
support. but not to become involved ia
cleanup activities. Such teams nperste
under the DOE Radiologica! Assistance
Program or the Federal Radiological
Monitoring and Assesament Plan (DOE
coordineted).

The Commission invites all interested
persons who desire 1o submut written
comments Or suggestions on this general
statement of pelicy to s2nd them to the
Secretary of the Commission. United
States Nuclear Regulstory Commission.
Washington. D C 20858, Anention
Docketing and Service Branch by July
o7 19n4
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Consideretion will be given W such
submissions L connection with posaible
future revision of the stated policy.
Coples of comments recaived may be
examined at the Commission's Public
Document Room. 1717 H Strest N'W,,
Washington, D.C

Statement of NRC Policy

In any sccident or inzidem
in connection with the trans tion of
radioactive material (o which & report is

required to be sent to the National

Resporse Canter by DOT regulstions

49 CFR 17115, NRC radiation safety

assesnment actions will consist of the

following.

«=Call the agency designated by the
afTected State to respond to
transporuation sccidents lovolving
redioactive materials «» soon as
E:ocnublo 1o ensure that agency has

en informed of the incident {The
State government is responsible for
sssuming control of the sccident
scer.y o protect the health and safety
of the pubiic.)

«ffer NRC technical assistance in the
form of information. sdvice, and
evaluations to the State al the ime
the initial notification is made to the
approprate State agency.

~Assure awareness of the incident by
the DOE and other affected sgencies.
including any agencies specifically
designated by the Federa! Emergency
Maragement Agency.

~Maintain ewareness of the situation
until normal conditions are restored at
the scene of the accident.

~Prov.de information on packaging
charactenstics (n response (o any
query regarding NRC.approved
packages.

—Respond to requests lor information
on NRC activities in connection with
‘he evant Requests for specific
information on an accident normally
will be referred to the uppropnate
State agency. or 10 the DOE if the
situation relates to DOE activities

«I{f the shipper s an NRC licenses,
ensure that the shipper provides
complete and accurate informaton
concerning the radicective matenal
and details of the shipment to
emergency response personnel.

«=[n accordance with the NRC-DOT
Memorandum of Understanding. act
a1 lead agency for investigating all
sccidents. incidents. and instances of
sctual or suspected leakage involving
packages of radioactive matenal
reguisted by the NRC. Any NRC
personnel st the scene of &
ransportation accident will notify the
on-soena coordingtor of his or her
presence and make clear thet uniews

NRC essistance (s requested by the
on-scene coordinator. NRC activiues
will be prumarily Umited to
information co
~Provide recommendations to
emergency respotse personnel oo
rediclogical iseues U NRC assistance
should be requested by the an-scene
woordinator or if & need s recognised
by NRC personnel
The policy here set forth relates solely
to radiological concerns. Responding to
eny attemp! 1o steal or sabotege &
shipment of nuclear material s &
responsibuity of the Federal Buresu of
investigation (FB!) as delineated in the
NRC/FB! Memorandum of
Understanding deted Apnil 27 1979 and
published December 20, 1978, &1 4 FR
75838,
Dated st Washingrton. D C. this 23rd day of
March 1984
For the Nuckwar Reguietory Commaanon
Samuel | Chilk,
Secretary of the Comm ssion
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