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Docket No. 50-259
Docket Hv. 50-260
Docket No. 50-296

Me. Oliver D. Kingsley, Jr.
President, Generating Group
Tennessee Valley Authority
6N 38A Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801

Dear Mr. Kingsley:

On January 14 and 15,1992, NRC senior managers met to review the performance
of nuclear power plants licensed to operate by the NRC. These nieetings are
conducted semiannually to focus NRC resources on those plants ano related
issues vf greatest safety significance. At this nieeting, Browns Ferry was
discussed.

At the Consnission Meeting in April 1991, Browns Ferry Unit 2 receiveo
Con wission approval to restart upon completion of all outstanding restart
couunitments. On May 23,1991, the Region 11 Regional Addiinistrator, in con-
sultation with myself and the Director of NRR, deterinined that TVA had niet
all outstanding restart couinitments and granted permission to restart Unit 2.
This action resulted in Browns Ferry Unit 2's shif ting froc, a category of
plants requiring Convaission approval to restart to a category of plants requir-
ing close uonitoring. Plants in this latter category have been identified as
having weaknesses that warrant increased NRC attention frons both Headquart tes
and the Regional Office until the licensee demonstrates a period of iniproved
performance.

Browns Ferry Units 1 and 3 will be maintained in the category of plants that
requires NRC authorization to operate and receives close dionitoring by the NRC.
Plants placed in this category are having or have had significant weaknesses
that warrant uiaintaining the plant in a shutdown condition until the licensee
can demonstrate to the NRC that adequate progeatus have been both established

j and impleaented to ensure substantial improveuent.

| A suunary of discussions held relating to Browns Ferry is provided below:

TVA's betterment and corrective action prograais continue to
contribute to improved performance. Subsequent to criticality
of the Unit 2 reactor on May 24, 1991, the Browns Ferry staff
completed the power ascension programs in a deliberate and thorough
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manner with a minia.um of problenis. The NRC staf f monitored the
startup, power ascension, and operations and will continue to observe

boperations to enable an assessment of sustained operational performance ,|
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prior to NRC senior u.anagement's snaking a cecision on change of category
for Unit 2. Browns Ferry Units 1 and 3 reinain in their present status,
which requires NRC authorization to restart.

An NRC Coutuission uiceting, open to the public, has been scheduled for
February 5,1992, to review the results of the latest nieeting of NRC u.anagers, l
Mr. Stewart D. Ebneter, the Region II Adininistrator, has discussed the basis I
for our conclusions with regard to the Browns Ferry f acility with inenbers of
your staff.

If you have any questions regarding this saatter, do not hesitate to call nie.

Sincerely, I

p. 4 < g,,

l- ?I

Jones M. Taylor
Executive Directcr

for Operations

cc: See next page
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prior to senior inanagenent's snaking a decision on change of category
status for Unit 2. Browns Ferry Units 1 and 3 reinain in their i

'present status which requires NRC authorizatio to restart.
|

An NRC Contaission neeting, open to the public, has been scheduled for
February 5, 1992, to review the results of the latest s.eeting of NRC ..anagers.
Mr. Stewart D. Ebneter, the Region II Adininistratur, has discusseo the basis
for our conclusions with regard to the Brcwns Ferry f acility with you or
roea.bers of your staff.

If you have any questions regarding this (natter, do not hesitate to call one.

Sincerely,

dauies M. Taylor
Executive Director

for Operations
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M. Runyon, Chairinan Mark J. Burzynski, Manager
Tennessee Valley Authority Nuclear Licensing and
ET 12A Regulatory Affairs
400 West Suanit Hill Drive Tennessee Valley Authority
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 5B Lookout Place

Chattancoga, Tennessee 37402-2801
J. B. Waters, Director
T:nnessee Valley Authurity R. R. Baron, Site Licensing Manager
ET 12 A Browns ferry Nuclear Plant
400 West Suunit Hill Drive Tennessee Valley Authority
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 Post Office Box 2000

Decatur, Alabania 35609
W. H. Ken: icy, Director
Tennessee Valley Authority J. A. Scalice, Plant Manager
ET 12A Browns ferry Nuclear P1 ant
400 West Suunit Hill Drive Tennessee Valley Authority
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 Pest Office Box 2000

Decatur, Alaban,a 35609
W. F. Willis
Senior Executive Of ficer TVA Representative

El 128 Rockville Office
400 West Sumnit Hill Drive 11921 Rockville Pike
Knuxville, Tennessee 37902 Suite 402

Ruckville, Maryland 2C652
D. Nunn, Vice President
Nuclear Projects General Counsel
Tennessee Valley Authority Tennessee Valley Authority
3B Lookout Place ET 11H
.1101 Market Street 400 West Sumnit Hill Drive
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801 Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Dr. M. O. Medford Claude Earl Fox, M.D.
Vice President, Nuclear Assurance, State Health Of ficer

Licensing and Fucis State Department of Public Health
Teracenee Valley Authority State Office Building
3B Lackout Place Montgoa.ery, Alabania 36130
1101 Market Street
Chattonooga, Tennessee 37402-2801 NRC Senior Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Cousaission
Chainaan, Limestone County Route 12, Box 637

Coast.ission Athens, Alabaina 35611
Post Office Box 188
AtSens, Alebaa a 35611

0. J. Zeringue, Site Vice President
Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant
lennessee Valley Authority
Post Office Box 2000
Decatur, Alabania 35609


