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The RPS buses are designed to provide power to RPS loads during reactor operation
vyt the buses are designed to “fail safe” under loss of power. In addition the design
of the RPS buses at Vermont Yankee is such that only one RPS bus can be connected
10 its alternate source of power at one time. Thus the concerns of Generic Issue 48
do not apply to the RPS buses at Vermont Yankee,

Generic 1ssye 49

Generic Issue 49, “Interlocks and LCOs fo: Class 1E Tie Breakers,” was written to
assure that licensees have procedures which provide administrative controls and time
limitations on the use of tie breakers which connect redundant emergency power
systems tege‘her. These restrictions are necessary (0 assure the plants are operating
within their design basis.

The breakers at Vermont Yankee that were determined to be applicable to this generic
issue are Breakers 3V and 4V In the 4 kV system, Breakers 879 and 978 in the 480
Volt system and the breakers between buses DC-1 and DC-2 in the 125V dc system,

In the 4 |V system at Vermont Yankee there are two manual breakers, 3V and 4V,
which are normally used only to connect either of the two redundant safety class
electrical buses to the Vernon Mydroelectric Station in the uniikely event of a loss of
off-site power and failure of one or both diesel generators. Interlocks prevent the
connection of Vernon Hydroelectric Station to both 4 kV buses simultaneously. A
review of the 4 kV circuitry has determined that interlocks would not prevent the
operators from closing breakers 3V and 4V during a beyond design basis event. The
control circuitry permits closure of the breakers if closure occurs in the proper
sequence with one 4 kV bus dead. Plant procedures do not provide for use of this
connection. We believe that the concerns of Generic Issue 49 are addressed because
plant procedures do not provide for simultaneous closure of these breakers at all, thus
providing administrative control and a time limit on their use; and interlocks prevent
the breakers from being closed unless an emergency bus is dead, thus providing
assurance that the breakers cannot be inadvertently closed,

In the 480V system, tie breakars 8T9 and 9TP can connect the two redundant safety
buses, Bus 8 and Bus 9. These breakers are normally left open; however they can be
closed during rafueling outages for equipment maintenance, testing and inspection,
The surveillance required for monitoring status of breakers 879 and 978 is provided
by plant procedure AP 0155, “Current Valve and Breaker Lineup and Identification.”
Time limitations exist which govern the closure of these breakers during reactor power
operation. The time limitations applicable to these breakers are the Technical
Specificatior time limits associated with operation with inoperable buses as described
inTS310B.1and T.S.3.6H.1.
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In the 125V DC system, Bus DC-1 and DC-2 can be connected together by closing two
breaxers. Under nor:al operation the breakers are left open. The breakers are
currently used onlv when it is necessary to feed one of the dc buses from the spare
battery chargor, Charger CAB, which is connected between the two breakers. Only
one breaker is closed to connect the charger. Operating procedures currently prevent
closing both breakers at the sume time; thus, the two systems remain independent at
all times. Vermont Yankee is currently revising its operating procedures to permit
closure of both breakers during cold shutdown. This change will provide a connection
from the baiiery of the opposite redundant division during battery discharge testing.
The surveillance required for monitoring status of the dc tie breakers is provided by
plant procedure AP 0155, “Current Valve and Breaker Lineup and laentification.”
Time limitations exist which govern the closure of these breakers during reactor power
operation. The time limitations applicable to these breakers are the Technical
Specification tiine limits associaied with operation with inoperable buses as described
in T.8.3.10.B.2 and 7.8.3.5.H.

\Ve trust that the information supplied above is satisfactory in answering the concerns
raised i subject generic letter. Should you have any questions .r require additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Very truly you.s,

Vermont Yankn Nuclear Power Corporation

Rl
ames P, Polletlor
Vice President - Engineering

ce:  USNRC . zgion | Administrator
USNRC Rasident Inspector - VYNPS
USNRC Project Manager - VYNPS

STATE OF VERMONT }
)88
WINDHAM COUNTY )

Then personally apps. - J befere me, James P, Delletier, who, belng duly sworn, did state that he
Engineering, of Varmont Yankee Nuclear Power Corporation, that he is duly authorized to execute
document in the name and on the behalf of vermant Yankee Nuclear Power Corporation, and that
true to the hest of his knowledgs 2:d beliet

Gina M. Fontaine, Notary Publis
My Commission expires February 10, 198§




