SEAPORRBER SN NRC FILE CENTER CO

Mr. J. Lee Robertson, Chairman

BWR Technical Specifications Committee
Grand Gulf Nuclear Power Station

P. 0, Box 756

Support Services Building

Port Gibson, Mississippi 39180

Dear Mr. Roberston:

At the meeting with the Owners Groups on January ”1, 1992, the BWR Owners
identified a concern regarding an apparent inconcistency in the staff’'s
position on primary system leak detection requirements.

The staff’s position on Teak detection in Generic Letter 88-01, -~ BWR plants
operating with any 1GSCC Category D, E, F, or G welds, requires ieast one
of the leakage measurement ‘astruments associated with each sum, e operable,
and the outage time for inoperable instruments be limited to 24 hours. The
staff subsequently concluded that RCS leukac. measurements should be taken at
least once per shift, rather than every 4 hours, but shouid not exceed 12
hours. Leakage can also be quantitatively measured by =inually pumping the
sump or measuring the differences in sump level. These manual leak rate
measurements are an acceptable alternative, provided that the licensee
demonstrates appropriate accuracy and inspectability, but continued use of
such alternatives should be limited to 30 days. The intent of these
requirements 1s to ensure that the “ctal capability to quantitatively measure
leakage is not lost for more than 24 hours, or the plant should immediately
initiate an orderly shutdown.

Accordingly, we have developed the enclosed revised action statements in an
effort to reconcile the surveillance frequency and completion Limes for
inoperable Teak detection instruments. We raquest your promot review of the
proposed changes, and your deci on on whether you wish to appeal this issue
at the next Executive meeting.

Sincerely,
Orivinal S'ened By
Christopher 1. Grimes, Chief
Technical Specifications Branch
Division of Operational Events Assessinent

Enclosure:
As stated
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January 2B, 1992

Mr. J. Lee Robertson, Chairman

BWR Technical Specifications Committee
Grand Gulf Nuclear Power Station

P. 0. Box 756

Support Services Building

Port Gibson, Mississippt 39150

Dear Mr. Roberston:

At the meeting with the Owners Groups on January 21, 1992, the "WR Owners
identified a concern regarding an apparent inconsistency in "¢ staff’s
position on primary syscem leak detection requirements.

The staff’s position on leak detection in Generic Letter B8-01, for BWR plants
operating with any I1GSCC Category O, t, F, or G welds, requires at least one
of the leakage measurement instruments associated with each sump be operable,
and the outage time for inoperable instruments be limited to 24 hours. The
staff subsequently concluded that RCS leakage measurements should be taken at
least once per shift, rather than every 4 hours, but should not exceed 12
hours. Leakage can also be quantitative'y measured by manually pumping the
sump or measuring the differences in sump level. These manual leak rate
measurements are an acceptable alternative, provided that the licensee
demonstrates appropriate accuracy and inspectsbility, but continued use of
such alternatives should be limited to 30 days. The intent of these
requirements is to ensure that the total capability to quantitatively measure
leakage is not lost for more than 24 hours, or the plant should immediately
fnitiate an orderly (i utdown,

Accordingly, we have developed the enclosed revised action statements in an
effort to reconcile the surveillance frequency and completion ti-es for
inoperable leak detection instruments. We request your prompt review of the
proposed changes, and vour decision on whether you wish to appeal this issue
at the next Executive meetling.

Sincerely,

Driginal S vned By

Christopher I, Grimes, Chief
Technical Specifications Branch
Division of Operational Events Assessment

Enclosure:
As stated

cc: W. HA11, NUMARC 01§§ é’k ‘Central Files
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