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ENCLOSURE 1

RESPONSE TO UHAIRMAN STUDD'S QUESTIONS

Question 1: Has Pilgrim been certified as meeting Massachusetts' water

quality standards under Section 401 of the Clean Vatar Act?

Answer:

Yes. At the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Statien, the certification required by
Sectior 401 of the Federal Clean vater Act 15 provided by tle Nationa!
Poilutant Discharge Elimination Sys:em (NPDES) ,ermit jointly issued by the
fuvironmental Protection Agency (EPA) an? the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
pursuart to provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act (32 U.5.C. § § 1251

et _seq; as amerded), and the Massachusetts Clean Waters Act (21 M.G.L, § §
26-53, as emended). The current NPDES permit, Federal Permit No, MADDD3557 and
State Permit No. 359, was renewed on April 29, 1991, Part [, paragraph A.l.e

of the permit states the following regarcing radiocactive materials:

The discharge of radioactive materials thall be in accordance with the
Huclear Regulatory Commission operation requirements (10 CFR 20 and NRC

Technical Specifications set forth in facility operating license DPR-3§),

Pilgrim's Technical Specifications (TS) ére contai-zd in Appendix A to the
Operating License (DPR-35). Sections 3,8A, 4.8A and 7 and & of the Technical
Specificetions estabiish the limiting radicactive effluent concentration and
reguirements for the Radiologica) Environmental Monitoring Program (REMP),

Thus, Pilgriam is certified by the State and Federal authcrities through the






Question 2:  Mow oftr i are Piigrim's radionuclide discharges tionitored?

A s

The licensee samples and analyzes each discharge of liquid wastes from Pilgrim
45 part of the radiocactive effluent control requirerents of the plant's
Technical Specifications (7S) before releasing any Viouid wastes, During any
relesse, the licensee has « continuous, on<1ine monitor which will stop the
release 1f pre«set 1imits are exceeded. !n 1991, the 'icensee released an
average of two discharges each week, further, as part of the Radiological
Frvironmental Mot itoring Program (REMP), the discharge canal s continuously
me.ftored by a composite sampler, from which the licensee analyzes a sample for

radionu. lides each month,

ering its routine inzpection program, the NRC reviews the 'icensee's program

for sampling, aaalyzine, and controlling these discharges and amines random
samples of records t¢ determineg 1f ~eleases have met re Jlatory requirements,

Pait of this review includes independent evaluatior of the licensee's measure-
ments of radioactivity in liguid effluents using the HUC Fenion 1 Mobile

nadiologica) Measurement Laboratory,




Who conducts the monitoring, and what samples are taken?

Angwer:

The licensee conducts the sampling and analysis of thy radioacti-2 liguid
effluents from discharge points, as required by Pilgrim's Technica) Specifi.
cetions Section 3.8, The licensee provides reports of the samples and analyses
to the NRC, the Massachusetts Division of Water Pollution Control, and the
Massachusetts Department of Public Mealth., Persorae) from the Massachusetts
Depa~tment of Public Health's C“*fce of Radiological Control visit the Pilgrim

Statiun each week to review liquid discharges and discharge records,

The Ticensee has implemented a Radiologiva) Environmertal Monitoring Program
(REMP), as required by Pilgrim's Technical Specifications Sections 7 and 8, to
evaluate the effects of Pilgrim's operation on the environs and to verify the
effectiveness of the discharge limits on reducing the amount of radicactive
materials in liquid effluent. The licensee collects environmental samples and
forwards them to an independent contracror for detailed analysis of radiocact e
materials, The environmenta)l sample: include composite discharge samples from
discharge outfall locations and samples o) sediment and biota (fich, mussels,
lobsters, and Irish moss). The N°C reviews the adequacy of the licersee's

program on a periodic basis.
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Question 4 what is Pilgrim's record of compliance with water ouality
standards?

Answer:

The concentrations of radioactive effluents in the discharges from Pilgrim have
consistently been within the applicable regulatory limits, The samp'ing and
analysis program established in Pilgrim's Technical Specifications 1s
structured to demonstrate compliance with the corresponding controls set forth

by the NRC's limits governing 1 id‘oactive 'iquid effluents,
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