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You may vrecall that I addressed the Licensing Board at the
recent Vogtle pre-trial hearing held in Augusta. At that time, I
spoke as Chairman of the Burke County Commission and invited the
Licensing Board to conduct all of its future hearings at the Burke
County Office Park Auditorium located in Waynesboro, Georgia. The
purpose of this letter is to provide you with further information
regarding our invitation to the Board.

Dear Mr. Margulies:

The Burke County Office Park Auditorium is located in Waynesboro,
the county seat of Burke County. Waynesboro is approximately 28
miles from Augusia and 18 miles from Bushfield, the Augusta airport.
Average driving time between Bushfield and the City of Waynesboro is
approximately 20 minutes.

The City of Waynesboro has a population of 5,760. We have
several good restaurants and a new motel, opened in May, 1984. All
are located conveniently to the Auditorium

We are very proud of our Auditorium. It is a multi-purpose
facility, completed in 1978, with seating for an excess of 500
people. We would be willing and eager to equip and arrange the
facility as necessary for the hearing, and we can provide excellent
facilities for the Licensing Board, attorney's for all the parties,
witnesses, and spectators. We will eliminate the acoustical pro-
blems that confronted you in Augusta by providing an all-encompass-
ing sound system that will enable the Board and spectators to hear
all of the testimony and comments from parties and participants.

As I hope I made clear curing my presentation at the pre-trial
hearing, the people of Burke County are vitally interested in the
Licensing Board proceedings. For that reason, we are willing to
make the Auditorium available to the Licensing Board for as long as
necessary on a rent-free bacis.




The primary reason for holding the hearing In Waynesboro,
however, is not the facility but rather the interest of the people
of Burke County. We heard the arguments at the *egaring that the
proceedings should be held in Atlanta because It wculd be more
convenient for the interveners and because "Government Agencies"
are located in Atlanta. These arguments simply co nct make sense.
Plant Vogtle is located in Burke County. The pecple of Burke County
will be affected, on a daily and very direct basis, by the operations
of the plant. We are interested in every aspect of Tthis Licensing
procedure, including the "technical" issues whicl the interveners
feel should be held in Atlanta. It is the people cf Burke County,
and not the interveners or some unnamed "government agencies" in
Atlanta involved in these hearings.

We understand that the hearings may have To be prolonged and
are willing to accommodate the Board's hearing sthedule. Our only
request is that the Board notify me and George DelLcach, Mayor of
Waynesboro, as far in advance as possible as to the anticipated
hearing starting date and provide us with advance r.otification on
all dates that the Bo2ard will need the Auditoriu-. Ve can then
make sure that the Auditorium is scheduled so as tc rinimize dis-
ruptions and conflicts.

I am enclosing some descriptive literature rrcviding you with
some more information on the Burke County Office Park, the City of
Waynesboro, and Burke County, Georgia. I hope trat this literature
will answer any questions that you may have concerring our facilities.
However, if you have any unanswered questions, or If we can provide
you with any further information please do not hesitate to contact
me.

I will look forward to your response and tc welcoming the
Board to Burke County for the Licensing Hearings.

Yours very trul

Ray eLaigle. ralrnan
Burke County 3oczrc of Commissioners
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Deppish Kirkland, III, Esq.
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Douglas C. Teper

James E. Joiner, Esq.

Laurie Fowler, Esq.
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