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Mousto: Lighting & Power Company

ATIN: Donald P, Mall, Group
Vice President, Nuclear

P.0, Box 1700

Houston, Texas 77261

Gentlemen :

This 18 1n regard to your letter of January 8, 199Z (ST-HL-AE-3975),
providing the basis for a request for a temporary waiver of compliance from the
provisions of Technical “pecification (T5) 3.7.4, “"tssentfal Cooling Water,"
for South Texas Project (STP), Unit 1, by allowing you to increase the TS
allowed outage time by up to 24 hours in order to complete repairs to the
A train essential cooling water (ECW) system, As discussed with Mr, Mark
Wisenburg of your staff, 1t was determined that .ne repairs to the A train ECW
system were completed durtny the specifiec 15 allowed outage time, Therefore,

there was no need for the proposed temporary wafver of compliance,

Sincerely,
Origingl Signed By,
A B, BEACH

A, BY11 Beach, Director
Division of Reactor Projects

cc!

Houston Li?ht1n & Power Company
ATTN: Willdam J. Jump, Manager
Nuclear Licensing

P.0. Box 289
Wadswurth, Texas 7/483
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Houston Lighting & Power Company

bee to DMB (1E51)

bee distrib, by RIV:
R, D, Martin
DRP

CRS
DRSS~RPEPS
RIV File
RSTS Operator

Resident Inspector |
Section Chief (DRP/D)

MIS System

L1sa Shea, RM/ALF

R, Bachmann, 0GC |
Project Engineer (DRP/D)
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January 8, 1992
ST -HL-AE-397%
File No.: @20.02
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U, 8. Nicloar tWgulatory Commission
Attention: Locument Control Desk
Washington, DC  2055%

South Texas Project Electric Cenerating Station
Unit 1
Proposed Temporary Walver of

Compliance Lo Specificatlon J.2.4

HLAP requests & one tiwe Temporary Waiver of Cowplisnce to
Specification 3.7.4 for the STPEGS Unit 1| Essential Cooling Water System (ECW)
to allow A Train of ECW to remain out of service for up to %6 hours for the
repair of a crack n the 6" flange fireing on the inlet to the Standby Diesel
Generator intercooler piping upatream of the expausion bellows and & crack in
the expunsion bellows. The cracke are veing repaired by veplacing che
expansion bellows and the affected flange with hard pipe and & nev flange,
HL&P has evaliated the effect of ECW A Train being out of service for mere
than 72 hours and determined that continuing plant operation for the MCeBBELY
time s consistent with protecting the public health and safety. The approval
of this Temporary Waiver of Compllance will preclude an unnecessary transient
and agsoclated scresses on Un't | components and systems during shutuown and
restart evolutions.

HLAP declded to repair the crazks In a scheduled A Train outage
beginning January 7, 1992, HLAP has initisted tepairs of the cracks and
inivially expected the repairs to be completed within 65 hours. However,
dut.ng the repairs 1t was determis’ ' that sdditional piping was required to be
drained to prevent valve leakby f affecting the repair. This draining and
subsequent refilling adds addition. outage time. Trerefore, the repair
duration may require ECW A train tr w out of service for up te 96 hours,
vhich excaeds the allowed outage time of 72 hours in STPEGS Technical
Specification 3.7.4.

There is no significant safecy lmpact relative to extending the outage
time. The other two traina of ECW will be operable ard can sitigate the
design basis accident (D3A). Additlonally since only one train of ECW i»
necessary for safe shutdown of the plant and micigation of all accidents but
the very unlikely DBA, there is adequate redundancy with the availability of
the two other ECW trains,

Review of the STPFCS Probabilistic Safety Assessment (PSA) shows that a
one time increase in the allowed outage time from 72 hours to 96 heurs will
not significantly affect the calculated core damage frequ ncy (CDF) at STPEGS
The percent Increase in CDF has been conservatively est. aved at 0.1%, which
Is well within the margin of ervor for the CDF and is considered
{raignificant.
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HL&I's veview of tho requeated extension shows that there are no
significant hazards conelderations:

1) 1t does not lnvelve a signiflcent increase in the probability or
conmequences of an ac:ldont previously evaluatad. Availability of
the other two traina of ECVW Ls adequate for accident mitigation,
since unavallabllity of one traln is elready considered in STPEGS
acclident analyses.

It does not croate the poselbl.ity of a4 new or different kind of
accident from any aceident previously evaluated. No changes in mode
of operatlon of ECW are proposed, or in the configuration of the
syetem. No change to cthe system as evalusted in the STPEGS safety
analysis Lo proposed.

It does net involve & significant reduction in the margin of safety
As dlscussnd above, the review of the STPEGS PSA shows the incresased
outage time for this waiver of compliance (s an insignificant
contribution to risk at STPECS.

There is no potential for significant environmental consequences from
extending the ECW A train outsge time. There ls no accident analysis impact,
and the nature of the work does not invelve release of radiclogical or
non-radlological effluents or advorsely affoct gyste~s aseociated with controel
of effluents,

HL&P's Plant Operation Roview Committee has roviewsd the proposed
extension and found it to be acceptable.

Onos. b

If ycu have any questions, please contact Mr. A. V. Harrison at
(512) 972-7298, or me at (512) 972-7921,

V. H. Kinsey,
Vice President

Nuclear Generation
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