GENERAL OFFICE
PO BOx A COLUMBLS NEBRASKA G007 D408

Nebraska Public Power District B b -

[ b oD mh BT g

NLS9100742
Decenbor 9, 1991

V.8, Fuelear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Contrel Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: Fracture Mechanics Analysis of Indications In Feedwater Nozzle to
Vessel Welds NGA, N4C, and N4D
Covper Nuclear Statlon
NRC Dacket No, 50.298, License No, DPR-46

Gentlemen:

During the performance of In-service Inspections on the Cooper Nuclear Station
feedwater nozzles, indications were found in the feedvater nozzle to vessel welds
NGA, N4C, and R4D which regqulred further evaluation under fzction X1 of the ASME
Code. Attachment 1 contains a fracture mechanics analysis report that was
performed per the ASME code considering the lmpact of these indications on vessel
integrity. The report indicates that the nozele welds are sultable for continued
operation for 40 years or 120 startup and shutdown cycles,

Please note that part of the information contained in Attachment 1 is of the type
that General Eleectrie maintains in confidence and withholds from public
disclosure, It has b o handled and classified as proprietary to General
Electric as indicated {n the Affidavit in Attachment 2. We hereby request that
this information be withheld from public disclosure in accordance with the
proyisions of 10CFR2,790,
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General Electric Corapeny
AFFIDAVIT

I, Robart C. Mitchell, being duly sworn, depose and state as follows:

I am Manager, Nuclear Products Licensing, General Electric Company, and have been del-
egated the function of reviewing the information described in paragraph 2 which is sought to
be withheld and have been authorized to apply ‘or its withholding.

The information sought to be withheld is the report *Analysis of UT Indications in Feedwater
Nozzle-to-Vessel Welds N4A, N4C, and N4D*, GF-NE.508-014:1191 Rev 1, December 6,
1991,

In designating material as proprietary, General Electric utilizes the definition of proprietary
information and trade secrets set for.h in the American Law Institute's Restatement of
Torts, Section 757. This definition provides:

"A trade secret may consist of any frrmula, pattern, device or compilation of infor-
mation which is used a onc's business and which gives him an ooportunity to
obtain an advantage oves competitors who do not know or use it.... A substantial
element of secrecy must «xist, so that, except by the use of impro‘nr means, there
would be difficulty in acquiring information... Some factors to '»e considered in
deterinining whether given information is one's trade secret are: (1) the extent to
which the information is known outsiue of his business; (2) the extent to which it is
known by employecs and others invoived in his business; (3) the extent of mea-
sures taken by him to guard the secrecy of the information; (4) the value of the in-
formation to him and to his competitors; (5) the amount of effort or money ex-
panded by him in developing the information; (6) the ease or difficulty with the
which the information could be properly acquired or duplicated by others."

Some examples of categories of informatior which fit into the definition o proprietary infor-
mation are:

a.  Information that disclosed a process, method or apparatus whare pre.ntion of its use
by General Electric's computitors without license {from General Electric ~onstitutes a
competitive economic advantage over other companies;

b. Information consisting of supporting data and anal including test data, relative to a
process, method or apparatus, the application of which provide a competitive economic
advantage, e.g., by optimization or improved marketability;

¢. Information which if used by a competitor, would reduce his diture of resources or
improve his competitive position in the design, manufactuie, shipment, installation, as-
surance of auality or licensing of a similar product;

d. Information which reveals cost ur price information, preduction capacities, budget levels
or commercial strategies of General Electric, its customers or suppliers;



e. Information which reveals aspec's of past, present or future General Electric cus-
tomer-funded development plans and programs of pote.tial commercial value to Gen-
eral Electric:

f  Information which discloses patentable subject matter for which 't may be desirable to
obtain patent protection,

g Information which General Electric must treat as proprietary according to agreements
with other parties,

In addition to proprietary treatment given to material meeting the standards enumerated
above, General Electric customarily maintains in confidence preliminary and draft material
which has not been subject to complete pr- - ietary, technical and editorial review. This prac-
tice is based on the fact that draft Jocuments ofien do not appropriately refiect all aspects of
a problem, may coctain tentative conclusions and may contain errors that can be corrected
during normal review and approval procedures. Also, until the final document is complete it
may not be possible to make any definitive determination as to its pr rietary nature. Gen-
eral Elects i i« not generally willing to release such a document in such a preliminary form.
Such docum. = are, however, on occasion furnished to the NRC staff on a confidential basis
because it is (General Electric’s belief that it is in the Fublic interest for the staff to be
promptly furnished with significant or potentially significant information. Furniinaing the
document on a confidential basis pending completion of General Electric’s internal review
permits early acquaintance of the staff with the information while protecting General Elec-
tric's potential proprietary position and permitting General Electric to insure the public doc-
uments are technically accurate and correct.

Initial approval of proprietary treatment of a document is typically made by the Subsection

of the originating co ent, who is most likely to be acquainted with the value
and sensitivity of the information in relation to industry knowledge. Access to such docu-
ments within the Co.nmany is limited on a "need to know" basis and such documents are

clearly identified as proprietary.

The procedure for approval of external release of such a document typically requires review
by the Subsection Manager, Project manager, Principal Scientist or other equivalent author-
ity, b{ the Subsection Manager of the cognizant Marketing function (or delegate) and by the
Legal Operation for technical content, competitive effect and determination of the accuracy
of the proprietarv designation in accordance with the standards enumerated above. Disclo-
st-es oatside General Electric are generally limited to regulatory bodies, customers and po-
tential customers and their agonts, suppliers and licensees then only with appropriate protec-
tion by applicable regulatory provisions or proprietary agreements.

The document mentioned in paragraph 2 above has been evalu *ed in accordance with the
above criteria and procedures and has been iound to contain information which is propri-
etary and which is customarily held in confidence by General Electric.

The information to the best of my knowledge and belief has consistently been held in confi-
dence by the General Electric Company, no public disclosure has been made, and it is not
available in public sources. All disclosures to third parties have been made pursuant to regu-
latary provisions or proprietary agreements which provide for maintenance of the informa-
tion in confideace,
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