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Gentlemen:
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AUXILIARY FEFDWATLR PUMP TESTING
POINT BEACH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNITS 1 AND 2

In a letter dated March 1, 1991, Wisconsin Electric Power Company,
Licensee for the Point Beach Nuclear Plant, requested an amendment
to Facility Operating Licenses DPR-24 and DPR-27 which would revise
the Point Beach Technical Specifications to require quarterly
testing of the auxiliary feedwater (AFW) pumps. This amendment
application is presently in the process of beiny reviewed by the
NRC-NRR staff.

EST 143

During a recent review of the AFl Technical Specifications,

Mr. Jack Gadzala, the Point Beach resident inspector, questioned
the interpretation of Specification 15.3.4.C.2. This specification
presents a modification to the limiting conditions for operation
(LCO) for the AFW pumps during single unit operation. The intent
of that specification is to permit one of the three operable AFW
pumps associated with that unit to be out of service for a
limited period of time. The specificat.ion potentially could be
int:-preted, however, to permit both the steam-driven AFW pump
and one of the two motor-driven AFW pumps to be out of service at
the same time.

Having more than one AFW pump out of service at one time is an
undesirable situation because of the arrangement of the shared AFW
system at Point Beach. Details of the AFW system are provided in
FSAR Section 10.2 and Figure 10.2-5, Each of the two motor driven
pumps supplies rne of the two steam generators in each unit. Thu.
pump P-38A suppiies the "A" steam generator in eacn unit and P-38B
supplies the "B" steam generator in each unit. The steam-driven
AFW pumps are unit-specific and supply both the "A"™ and "B" steam
generators in its associated single unit, If both the steam-driven
and one motor-driven AFW pump were out of service, only one of the
steam generators in the operating unit could be supplied with
auxiliary feedwater. 1If the postulated accident which necessitated
the initiation of auxiliary feedwater also incapacitated that steam
generator, one of the mechanisms for controlling reactor decay heat
removal would then be degraded.
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