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1 M NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

1.0 INTRODUCTION

By letter dated November 15, 1991, as supplemented March 11, 1982, the Power
Authority of the State of New York (the licensee) submitted a reguest ror
changes to the James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant, Technical
Specifications (7S). The requested changes would revise the schedule for
visual inspection of snubbers in T.5. 4.6.1 in response to the guidance
provided in the NRC's Generic Letter (GL) 90-09, "Alternative Requirements for
Snubber Visual Inspection Intervals and Corrective Action." The March 11,
1992, letter provided clarifying information that did not change the initial
proposed no significant hazards consideration determination.

2.0 EVALUATION

fechnical Specifications (7S) impose surveillance requirements for visual
inspection and functional testing of all safety-related snubbers. A visual
inspectiun is the observaiion of the condition of installed snubbers *o
idontif{ those that are damaged, degraded, or inoperable as caused by physical
means, leakage, corrosion, or environmental exposure. To verify that a
snubber can operate within specific performance limits, the licensee performs
functional testing that typically involves removing the snubber and testing it
on a specially-designed test stand. Functional testing provides a 95 percent
confidence level that 90 percent to 100 percent of the snubbers operate within
the specified acceptance limits. The performance of visual examinations is a
separate qrocoss that complements the functional testing program and provides
additional confidence in snubber operability,

The 15 specifies a schedule for snubber visual inspections that is based on
the number of inoperable snubbers found during the previous visual inspection,
The schedules for visual inspections and for the functional testing assume
that refueling intervals will not exceed 18 months. Because the current
schedule for snubber visual inspecticons 1s based only on the number of
inoperable snubbers found durin? the previous visual inspection, irrespective
of the size of the snubber population, licensees having a iarge number of
snubbers find that the visual inspection schedule is excessively restrictive.
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meats the elf 1b1litg criteria for categorical exclusion set forth in

10 CFRS1.22(c)(9). Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.22(b) no environmental impact
statement or environmental assessment need be prepared in connection with the
fssuance of the amendment .

5.0 CONCLUSION

The Commission has concluded, based on the considerations discussed above,
that: (ll there 1s reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the
public will not be endangereu by operation in the proposed manner, (2‘ such
activities will be conducted in compliance with the Commission's regulations,
and (3) the 1ssuance of the amendment will not be inimical to the common
defense and security or to the health and safety of the public.
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Mr. Raiph £, Beedle

Executive Vice President - Nuclear Generation
Jower Authority of the Stato of New York

123 Main Street

White Plains, New York 10601

Dear Mr, Beedle:

SUBJECT: ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENT FOR JAMES A. FITZPATRICK NUCLEAR POWER PLANT
(TAC NO. KBZ2183)

The Commission has issued the enclosed Amendment No. 190 to Facility Operating
License No, DPR-59 for the James A. FitzPatrick Nuclear Power Plant., The
amendment consists of changes to the Technical Specifications in response to
your application transmitted by letter dated November 15, 1991 as supplemented
by letter dated March 11, 1992.

The amendment revises the Technical Specification (7S) surveillance
requirenents regarding visual inspection of snubbers. These revisions are
consistent with the guidance provided in Generic Letter 90-09, "Alternative
Requirements for Snubber Visual Inspection Intervals and Corrective Actions."

A copy of the related Safety Evaluation is enclosed. A Notice of lssuance
will included in the Commission’s nex® regular biweekly Federal Recister
notice,

Cincerely,

Original Signed By

urian C, McCabe, Project Manager
Project Directorato 1-1

Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11
Office of Nuclea: Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:
1. Amendment No.l50 to DPR-59
2. Safety Evaluation

¢t w/enclosures:
See next page
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