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Re: 10CFR30.73

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC. 20585

Reference: Facility Operating License No. NPF 19
Docket No. 50-423
Licensee Event Report 92-007
Gentlemen
This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 92-007 required t» be submitted within thirn
(30" days pursuant to 10CFRS0.73(a)(2)(1), any operation or condition prohibited by the
pl=-*'s Technical Specifications
Very truly yours,
WORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

FOR: Stephen E. Scace
Director, Millstone Station

BY Carl H (,!c-n(rm
Milistonie Unit 3 Director

SES'PAF .dir
Attachment: LER 92-007
ce: T, T. Martin, Region 1 Administrator

W. J. Raymond, S“mor Resident Inspector, Milistone Unit Nos. 1.
V. L. Rooney, NRC Project Manager, Millstone Unit No. 3
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On March € 1982 with the plant at 1005 power (Mode 1). a non-licensed operator (PEO) failed to
perform & compicte firewatch wur of the Weat Motar Conirol Center (MCCH zone of the Auxilian
Builging prior 10 the commencement of the “Functional Check of the Carbon Dioxide (CO2) Fire
Protection System™ Mperauons Depariment surveillance The West MoC zone consists of aveas locaied
on 1wo elevaudans, the 24 fi. 6 in and 45 f 6.an. elevations of the Auxilary bullting. A parually visible
communicable fire patn €rists between the (wo elevations. The PEC performed & hrewatch tour of the
25 fi. 6 in. elevation but did nt emer the 45 T 6 0. elevation priot o the commensement of
surveillance testing  The incomplete frewath wour was discovored or Maich 7, 1952 during ine
fungtionai check of the CO2 fire protecuon sysiem foi the East MCC area. The East and West MCC's
are similar in thew physical ronfigarations. The PEO that had performed the pre-surveillance firewatch
tour of the West MCC on March 8, 1961 was also a parucipant i the funcuionial check of the Eust
MCC. The sublect PEO recopnized that he had performed o incomplete firewatc!: in the West MCC
area after the Test Director for the Easy MCC funcuonal test surveillance directed @ firewatch tour for
both the 24 ft £.an. and 45 it 6 in. elecations of the East MCC elevanons prior 1o commencing
surveiliance igstng

Lause ol Event

The root cause of this event was muscomirunk suons between shift and 1est peisonnel. The surveillance
Tewt Direcior and the PEQ did not sticer ssfully communicaie. It was the Test Directors intent 10 perform
a firewatch tour of the 47 fi. 6 in. eievation prior 10 tesung While mstructions pertaining 10 the
required firewatch tour were not complex in nature, this evolution is normally perfarmed by dedicated
firewatch personnel. Plant personnel were assigned the responsibility of perfornung the firewaich tour
anee the swrveillance tes group hast direw: comrol over acvess. Plant Technical Specificarions reguire
that 8 firewatch tour be pertarmed within one hour atter commanzng ¢ CO2 funciional surveillance test
for the affected area. By wilzing plant personne! the ume period netween regquired firewateh taurs 18
minimized. 4 COrMbULNG Leute was manention v tdetaid  Upon compleung the firewnich tour of the

24 fu ¢ . elevation the PEO signed sn hourly firewatch vatrol verification sheet located on the 24 ft

6 1. elevation by fzlled 1o read the instructions section of the document. The instructans section of
the decument specified that both elevatians of the Wes: MCC area required an hourly firewatcn patrol be
periormed.

Analysis ol Event

Thiy ever s reporiable pursaant to 10CFRI0.73 (a)(2)(i), at an event prohibited by the plant Technical
Specificatioas.  Tevitnical Specification 3.7.12.3 requires then an hourly firewatch patrol be established
within one hour when L0 » declared not operable with the adjacunt fire barner operabie.

A computer key card transactions history confirms that on March §, 1962 the 4§ fi. 6 in elevauon of
the Auxilary suilding was not entered from 15352 hours to 1507 hours. This represents a time period of
spproxunately 2 hours 15 minmtes tlat an hourly firewatch patrol was not periormed {or the subject ares
Fire detection for the affecied area was fully cperable with adjacent fire barriers intact during the event.
Addiionally, oualified lire brigade members were established at the sssociated fire detection and
suppression panels throughow the evemt.  Extinguishing ¢ "ent 10 the affected areas was wsolated during
the event for the surveillance texting but remained available tor a zoanual discharge. The 24 11 6 in.
eievation of the West MUC was patrolled on 4 separate ocvasians dunng the ume frame of the event
with a partally viwhle cammunicauons path avatlabie to the 4% fi. 6 in. elevation. Therefore, this evem
posed no significant safety conseguence.







