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MDiORAh'Dt3 TOR: M Inspection Staff

TROM: A. B. Davis, Chief, Tuel Tacility and Materials
Safety Branch

SUBJECT: KISPONSIBILITY TOR SATETY AND COMPLIANCE
IN HANDLING AND SHIPPING KAD'.?ASTE

MD10RANDlH NO. [47

The attached correspondence clearly makes power reactor

licensees responsible for safety and cottpliance in handling and
shipping radwaste.

O _ _.

6{ M ''
A. B. Davis, Chief
Tucl Tacility and Materials

Safety Branch

Attachment:
Ltr dtd 2-28-79

w/ enclosure
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Docket No.: 50-346

.

*

Mr. Jares S. Grant
Vice President Energy Supply
Toledo Edison Company
Edison Plaza
300 Madison Avenue
Toledo. Ohio 43652

Dear Mr. Grant:

In your letter dated November 21, 1978, you raised four questions
concerning possession of radioactive waste material at your site
and during shipment to Chem-Nuclear's waste burial grounds.

The functions perfonned by robile radweste units at nuclear power
reactor sites fall within the scope of activities which may br
carried out as part of reactor operation under a facility operating
license issued pursuant to 10 CFR Part 50. The control of radio-
active waste generated at a reactor site is the responsibility of
the reactor facility licensecunder his license. By letter dated
September 14, 1978, to Chen-Nuciear Systems, Inc. , (Enclosure 1)
we have provided some inforration about the regulatory require-
ments on use of contractor robile radwaste systems. In any case,
regardless of the method of processing radweste, the reactor
facility licensee is responsible for assuring that all activities ,

on his site are carried out in a manner consistent with the facility
operating license, and the Commission's regulations and are conducted
in a manner which would provide adequate protection from the stand-
point of radiological health and safety.

In answer to specific questions raised by your letter:
'

1. & 2. The responsibility for control of reactor radwaste on the .*
reactor site is governed by the reactor operating license.
It is the reactor licensee's responsibility to assure
that these activities are carried out in accordance with
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Toledo Edison' Company -2-

the requiremen'.s of the reactor operating license and the
regulations of the NRC. The reactor licensee may have
the activities carried out by employees or contractors.
However, the responsibilities for radiological safety and

- the con,on defense and security imposed on the licenseeby
the reactor license rad by the Commission's regulations _

remain with the rea'ctor licensee.

3. By 10 CFR 550.11(c) corron or contract carriers are exempt
from licensing requirements. Private carriers require an
NRC or Agreement State license to possess the raterial in
carriage. In any case, the carrier possesses the licensed
radioactive raterial in transit.

4. The reactor licensee is responsible for assuring compliance
with all NRC regulations applicable to radioactive roterial
generated in the operation of the reactor. These include
all applicable requirements relating to the transfer of
radioactive materials contained in 10 CFR Parts 20, 30, 70,
71 and 73. The reactor licensee, depending on circumstances,
may also have obligations under transportation regulations,
such as 49 CFR Parts 170-189.

We hope this info-retien provided to you is helpful.
.

Sincerely.

/-
'

-
.

,

Victor Stello, Jr., Director
Division of Opi'rnting Reactors
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
Letter to Chem-Nuclear

Systems, Inc. from
NRC dated 9/14/78

cc w/ enc'osure: See next page ,
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Toledo Edison Company
.

cc: Mr. Donald H. Hauser. Esq.
The' Cleveland Electric

Illuminating Company*

P. O. Box 5000
Cleveland. Ohio 44101

Gerald Charnoff. Esq.
Shaw. Pittman, Potts

and Trowbridge
1800 M Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20036

Leslie Henry. Esq.
Fuller. Seney. Henry and Hodge
300 Madison Avenue
Toledo Ohio 43604

Mr. Robert B. Borsum
Babcock & Wilcox
Nuclear Power Generation Division
Suite 420, 7735 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda Maryland 20014

Ida Rupp Public Library
310 Madison Street
Port Clinton. Ohio 43452
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| Che& Huclear Systems, Inc.

|
ATTH: 1;r. J. Sttwart Corbett4 *

.

lisnager. Huclear Safety
,

,

-

P.O. Dex 1065 ,, , , , , _

Bcilevue, Washington 0d009
*

Gentlemen: 4 .

10, 1977, rac;uesting n
This refers to your application dated Hove:bar
licenso wnich would authorize you to use your ibbile Solicificttion
Units and Portable Demineralizer Units to perform radwa:;tu h;ndling

*

operations fer nuclear power facilities at facility sites throu; nous tb.:
*

United States. As explained in your applicatien, the radioactive westt:;

which would be trasted in your mobile units uould be those genorcted t,Despite certain tect.r.ological dif ferences, y:v.i:

mobile units are, tha functional equivalent of c facility raduaste sy;ts t.
nuclcar power reacters.'

In our opinion, the operations for hcndling radioactive waste our.er:t ..i
by a reactor which you wish to perform at reactor sites fall rdthin tr. scope of activitics which constituto reacter operation and for t:hich r.

,

facility operating license issued pursuant to 10 CFR Part 50 is rr.r.
.

..

1,

Under this license, tha reactor lictnsee assuces full rasponsibility i -
assuring that his activities, including activities relating to opor:.'.'. .

*

'

of radiocctive waste traat:. tent systens, are carried out in a cannerwhich will provide adequcto protection from the standpoint of radio'c
*

.

i..

hocith and safety to facility employees and ter.bers of tha public,
reactor licensee cannot disclaim respcasibility for the manner in UM

.

: . e. . .'
radioactivu utste is handled on site by pointing to the fact that c..

-

have been nade for the performance of certain waste handling service.
.,

anothur person. t.:

In lignt of tha above We do not consider it necessary br approprittissua a materials licensa to Cnem-Hucicar Sys tms, Inc. to perforO 1
! The appropriat.: t . .: . -:

handling operations at nuciaar pouar facilitier.
would be for you to discuss tnis matter with the reactor licensee c.:.

.

to use your systems for a determination whether an accudmant to his
licen:,a for authorization to use then is required, .

.
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.iuclear Systems, Inc.-,
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In accordsnee with 10 CFit I 2.163; ybu rey request a hearing uith
'g . . .

.' *

respect to this danial within thirty (3')) days frc:a the datu of this
'

.

* *.
, .

.' notico. .

Sincerely,'

9

.n .

'. OrtcInal Signed by'" ' "' * ~ '' ' '

filchard E. CunnhCham'

.

Richard E. Cunningham<

; ,

Acting Director '

Division of fiael Cycle cad'

thterial Safety
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