VERMONT YANKEENUOCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

PO BOX 187
GOVERNOR HUNT ROAD
VERNON, VERMONT 05354

April 1, 1992

U.8. Nuclear Regulatory Comm..sicn
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20885

REFERENCE: Operating License DPR-28
Docket Ne. 50-271
Reportable Occurrence No. LER @2-007

Dear Sire:

he defined by 10 CFR 50.73, we are reporting the attached Reportable
Occurrence ae 1LER $2~07,

Very truly yours,

VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR R CORPORATION
——

Donald A, Reid

Plant Manager

cce Regicnal Administrator
USNRC
Region I
475 Allendale Road
King o Prussia, PA 19406
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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approx. fifteen single-space typevritten lines) (:is)

On 3/8/92 at approximately 2255 hours, vith the reacter in cold shutdown and the plant an
an outage, a Group I11 Primary Containment Isolation System (PCIS)(EIIG=JM) and subsequent
Standby Gas Treatment System (SBGT)(EIIS<VA) initiation occurred. The PCIS initiation vas

~actuated vhen the Refuel Floor Radiatien Monitor, which had been bypassed according to
procedure during steam dryer movement, was taken out of bypass with a trip signal still

present.

At approximately 2305, the refuel Floor Monitor was reset, the bypass removed, and the
svstems vere returned to normal,

The root cause of this event is a personnel error. The operator failed to reaitze that the
Refuel Monitor was in a tripped condition before taking the monitor out of bypass.

The 1992 Operator training cycle will emphasize the need to check the trip status of
monitors prior to resetting. Additionally, the reactor assembly and disassembly procedures
will be revised to add specific steps to reset the monivor after dryer movement,
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On 3/8/92 at approximately 2255 hours, vith the reactor in cold shutdown and the plant in
an outage, a Group II1 Primary Containment Isolation System (PCIS)(EIIS«<JM) and subsequent
Standby Gas Treatment System (SBGT)(E1IS=VA) initiation occurred.

Prior te this, the steam dryer vas moved from the reactor vessel to the dryer/separator pit.
To facilitate this nove, the Refuel Floor Radiation Monitor wvas placed in bypass to prevent
an inadvertent Group 111 PCIS isolation due to the temporary ircrease in radiation levels
caused by the dryer movement. The temporary increase in radiation levels subsequently produced
a sealed-in trip signal on the Refuel Floor Monitor. Once the steam dryer vas in place, the
monitor vas taken out of bypass before the trip signal was reset and a Group JIY isolation
occutred.

At approximately 2305, the lsolation was reset and systems vere returned to normal.
CAUSE _OF EVENT

The immediate ciuse of this event was the recet of the Refuel Ficor Monitor with a trip
signal present.

The root cause of this event 18 a personnel error, This vas a cognitive error in that the
ogcratot failed to realize that the Refuel Monitor wvas in a tripped condition before taking
the monitor out of bypass.

A& contributiug cause of this event 1s an inadequate procedure. The reaztor disassembly
procedure includes steps to notify the operators prior to and after steam dryer movement but
did not proceduralize the steps necessary to properly reset the monitor.

A possible further contributing cause is a human factors consideration due t5 the location
ot the meters and bypass switches.

© ANALYSIS OF EVENT

| The events that occurred as a result of the isolation did not have any safety implication
; to plant equipment or the public.
;

e roup golation an S operated as designed and successtully isolaved the
| The PCIS G 111 isolati d SBGTS d d d and fully isolated th

| Primary and Secondary Containment Ventilation. A PCI§ CGroup 111 Isolation and SBGTS initiation
i. are the expected results of a trip of the Retuel Floor monitor.

Similar events were reported in LER 89-05 and 89-06. As a result of LER 89-05, the
procedures which govern the discssembly and assembly of the reactor vessel were revised to
include steps to notify the operators to bypass the Refuel Floor Monitor trip when moving the
steam dryer. However, the procedures will be further revised to address the specific actions

. necessary to reset the monitor following a trip induced by movement of the steam dryer. LER
| B9-06 addressed human factors as a possible contributing cause to the LER, due to the location
| of the meters and bypass switches, however a subsequent study determined that it could be
~ addressed vith additional training.
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The 1Tnedtat| cotrective action was to reset the iscolation and return all systems to
normal.

The reactor aos-nblﬁtprotodurc has been revised to specify the specific steps
necessary to r1eset the Refuel Floor Monitor folloving dryer movement.

1. The reactor disassembly procedure will be revised to specify steps necessary to reset
the Refuel Floor Monitor folloving dryer movement.This will be completed prior to
the shutdown for the 1993 outage.

6, The Operator Requal Program vill emphasize the need to check the trip status of
monitors prior to resetting. This will be completed by the end of August 1992 during
the 2nd cycle of operator training.

5. The human factors study that vas completed as & result of LER 89.06 will be
reevaluated to determine if the locations of the meters and bypass switches vere a
significant contributing cause of the event.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Similar Events vere reported to the commission as LER 89-05 and LER 89-06 (See analysis of

event section).




