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Docket M, S0-263

Korthern States Power Corpany
ATTN: Mr, L. 0. Mayer, Manayer
Nuclear Support Services
414 Nicollet M1} - 8th Floor
Hinneapclis, Minnesota 5%

Lent) smen:
#E: MONTICELLD KUCLEAR GENERATING PLANTY

Lotling Hater Reactor (OwR) operating history Yndicates that Type 304

and 316 austenitic stainless steel PIping 1n the reactor coolant system
(¥CS) pressure boundary are susceptibie to stress corrosion cracking,
This 15 particularly true for “service sensitive® lines; 1.4,, those

thet are sudject to high stress or that contatn relatively stagnant
interrittent, or Yow flow fluids, Although =tress corrosion cracking

fs unlikely to ceause a rapidly propagating pipe fatlure, the presence

of such cracks constitutes a dearadation of the RCS boundary, and thus

s undesirable from a safety standpoint, Therefore, it 1s the MRC staff's
position that steps should be taken to ninimize stress corrosion cracking
in BYT% pipine systems to eliminate this condition and to fmprove svera))
plant relfability. The detatls of the staff's posftion are contained in
the enclosea NUREG-0313, *Technica) Repurt on the Materia) Selection and

P"N‘elﬂ;\g Guidelines for BWR Coolant Pressure Boundary Piping®, dated
JU". 1977,

Ve reouest that you review all of the RCS pressure boundary pipino

and fitiing materfal, Including welu metal, at your facility to getermine
1f 1t meots the materia) selection and processing guidelines set forth

in the enclosed report. You should fdentify to us any materfals that

do not meet these ovidel ines and proprose appropriate changes to your
Technical Specifications to incorporate the augmentec inservice inspection
resirements specified 1n Section 111 of the enclosed report, In the

case of "service sensitive® )ines you should also provide your plans and
schedule for the replacement, to the ex tent practicable, of nom-conforming
materials with those that conform to the staff's guidel ines.

'n additfon, 1f you find that you have any pressure boundary piping

that does not conform to the staff's guidelines, we request that you

propose chenges to the RCS teakane 1imfts and surveillance requirements
contained in your Technical Specifications, to bring them into

conformance with the enc)osed wodel Technical Spacifications, (,O
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U should fl(’p‘ietq’ 2] of the above actions within §
have any questions, please contact us,

Sincerely,
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