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I Northern States Power Company ;
;

ATTN: Mr. L, O. Mayer, Manager
i

:
! Nuclear support Services

,

414 Nicollet 1411 - 8th Floor ,

| liinneapolis, ttinnesota %401 |

|Gentlemen:

PE: HONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT
I PRAIRIE ISLAND NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT, LNITS NO.1 AND 2

In our review of reports submitted by licensees concerning ma$ functions '

:
i of diesel generators, we find that in some cases the information available

tn the control roam operator to indicate tie operational status of the
;
~ diesel generatot may be imprecise and could lead to misinterpretation.

This can be caused by the sharing of a single annunciator station by
alares that indicate conditions that render a diesel generator unable e

i to respond to en automatic emergency start signal and elems that only
indicate a warning of abnomal, but not disabling, conditions. Another
cause can be the use of wording on en annunciator window that does nott

specifically say that a diesel generator is inoperable (i.e.,) unableat the time to respond to an automatic emergen:y start signal when
, in fact it is inoperable for that purpose.'

i ,

i i

We, therefore, request that you review the alarm circuitry and diesel
generator control circuitry for the diesel generators at your facilities i

to determine how each condition that renders a diesel generator unable
| to resoond to an automatic emergency start signal is alarmed in the

! control room. These conditions include not only the trips that lock
,

out the diesel generator start and require manual reset, but alsoI

2 control switch or mode switch positions that block automatic start,
j loss of control voltage, insufficient starting air pressure or ;

j battery voltage, etc. This review simuld consider all asp 6 cts of
'

'

possible diesel generator operational conditions, for example test,

conditions and operation from local control stations. One area'

of particular concern is the unreset condition following a manual
sto,n at the local station which teminates a diesel generator test
prior to resetting the diesel generator controls for enabling;
subsequent automatic operation. |i
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Please respond within 45 days of your receipt of this letter by
providing the following infomations

(a) all conditions that render the diesel generator incapable of
responding to an automatic enrgency start signal as discussed
abovel

(b) the wording on the annunciator window in the control room that
is alarmed for cach of the conditions identified in (a);

(c) any other alaru signals that also cause the same annunciator to
alarm;

(d) any condition that renders the diesel generator incapable of
responding to an automatic energency start signal which is not
alamed in the control roon; and

(e) any oroposed r*odificatiotis resulting from this evaluation.

[dgki sigeed htf

pmA /94%'

Don Ko Davis, Acting Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #2
Division of Operating Roactors
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cci Gerald Charnof f, Esquire
T.hav. Pittman, Fotts and Tro4 ridge
1600 N Street, M. W. .

Vathington, D. C. 20036
1
'

Sandra S. Gardebring
Executive Director.

! ''innesota Pollution control Agency
i 1935 W. County Road 82
i Roseville, Minnesota 55113

The Enviromental Conservation Library
Sit nneapolis pus 11c Library
300 Nicollet Hall
utnneapolis,tiinnesota SM01

,

Arthur Pennuist. Esquire
Vice President - Law
Northern States Powar Conpany

; 414 W1 collet Hall
j Hinneapolis, Minnesota $5401
I

Itoward J. Yo;el, Esquire
'

t ecal Counsel
2750 Dean Parkway
Minneapolis, liinnet.ota 5M16

lir. Kenneth Dzugan
Environ = ental Planning Consultant,

r Office of City Planner
Grace Building,

421 Wans .ha 5+.reet
St. Paul, itinnesota !5102

Anthony 2. Doisman, Esquire
koissan, Kessler ano Cashden
102515th Street. N. W., 5th rioor
Washington, D. C. 20C05
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