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Northern States Power Company
ATTN: Mr, L, O, Mayer, Manager
Nuclear Support Services
44 Nicollet Mall « &th Floor
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

Gentlemen;

PE1 MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT
PEAIRTE JSLAND WUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT, INITS NO, ) AND 2

In our review of reports submitted by licensees concerning malfunctions
of diesel oenerators, we find that {n some cases the information avaflable
w0 the control room operator to indicate the operational status of the
dlese) generator may be imprecise and could lead to misinterpretation,
This can be caused by the sharing of a single annunciator station by
slarms that indicate conditions that render & diese] generator unable
to respond to an automatic emergency stari signal and alarms thet only
{ndicate & warnine of abnormal, but not disabling, conditions, Another
cause can be the use of wording on an annunciator window that does not
specifically say that a diesel generator 1s fnoperable (f.e., unable

at the tiwe to respond to an sutomatic emergency start signal) when

fn fact 1t 1s inoperable for that purpose.

we, tharefore, request that you review the alarm circuitry ani diese)
conerator control circultry for the diese)l generators at your facilities
to aeternine how each condition that renders a diesal generator unable
Lo resnond to an automatic emergency start sianal 1s alarmed in the
control room, These conditions include mot only the trips that lock
oot the diese)l cenerator start and require manua) reset, but 2also
cortrol switch or mode switch positions that block sutomatic start,
loss of contro) voltage, insufficient starting air pressure or
battery voltaoe, etc, This review should constider al) aspects of
possible diese]l generator operational conditions, for example tast
conditions and operation from loca) contrel statfons, One ares

ot narticular concern 18 the unreset condition following a manual

ston at the local statfon which teminates a diese) generator test
prior to resetting the diesel generator controls for enabling

sub seguent automatic operation,
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Northern States Power Company

Plesse respond within 45 days of your receipt of this letter by
providinoe the following taformation
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Rorthern States Power Company
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