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Docket No. 50-?63 JM 5 1977

Northern states Power Company
ATTH: lir. L. O. Hayer, fianager

Nuclear Support Services
414 Nicollet Hall - Eighth floor
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

.

Centlenen: .

"L: HONTICCLLO UNIT N0. I

We have noted a potential deficiency in the nethod being used to
confirn valva operability during periooic testing of Boiling Water
Deactor (?WR) safetv-relief valves. This deficiency concerns the
use of the safety-relief valve temperature indication as a positive
'nethod of confirration that a safety-relief valve is opon when
nanually actuated during surveillance testing.

We have found that an increased tecperature indication inay be
obtained at the safety-relief valve exit with the safety-relief
valve closed. This indicated temperature increase is the result
of steam vented thenuqb the valve actuation nechanism during the
surveillance test. In view of this finiiing, we have concluded
that a temperature increase at the valve estt, by itself does not
provide a positive neans of verification that the safety-relief
valve has opened.

'le have reviewed your Technical specifications and have detemined
.that they do not provide adequate survelliance reo.uirements to assure
safety-relief volve operability. Therefore, we reautre that you
eliininate this potential deficiency in your surveillance testing
progren. You shoeld propose a change to your technical specifications
that provices a positive neans of verification that the safety-relief
valve opens when tested as part of the Autmatic Depressuritation Systen.
en example of an acceptable nothod would involve the nanual actuation ofI

each individual safety-relief valve at one or more specified pressures
and observing a specified nininura compensatino turbine hypass or throttle
valve closure or change in ressured steam flow rate. gi
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Northern States Power Conrany -2- j$ g

Please sutait your proposed Technical Specification changes within
60 days of your receipt of this letter. Your sutaittal should include
the basis for your proposal and til particular should adoress the
adequacy of the nethod proposed to positively assess the opening
of safety-relief valves.

Sincerely,

omgaal sismed by
Denat:1. a.

Dennis L. Ziemann, Chief
Operating Reactors Cranch $2
Division of Operating Reactors
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cc: r,crald Charnof f. Esquire '-

Shaw, P1 ttI4an. Potts and
Trow rfdge

1800 H Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C, 200 %

Arthur Renquist, Esquire
vice President - Law
horthern States Power Conpany
414 Nicollet Hall.

Minneapolis, Minnesota % 401

!iowerd J. Yogel, tsquiro
Lacal Crent.el
2750 Dean Parkway
Hinneapolis, Minnesota %d 16

P.r. Steve J. 6;dler

2120 Carter Avenue
',t Paul, Minnesota %Ita

Mr. Kenneth Dzugan
Environental Planntnq ronsultant
of fice of City Planner
nrace Puticing
421 Vahashd Striet
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102

Sandra 5. Gardebring, Esquire
Special Assistant Attorney C,eneral
l'innesota Pollution Control Agency
l'435 W. County Lioad D?
Posev111r Minnesota 5 '> 113

An tho n) :. Poisrah, Esquire
Dnisnen, Kessler and Cashdan
1025 15 th Street , H. W. , 5th Floor
Washinaton, D. C, P00b5

The Enviroment 1 Conservation Library
Minneapolis Pubite Library
300 Nicollet 11all
Minne3no11s, Minnesota 55401
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