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Horthern States Power Company
ATTN: Mr, L, U, Mayer, Manager
Nuclear Supnort Services
414 Nicollet Mal) - £ighth Floor
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

Lontlemen:
L MOKNTICELLO UNIY NOD,

Je have noted a potential deficiency in the method being vsed to
confirm valve aperability during perfodic testing of Boiling Water
Peactor (7W¥) safetv-relief valves, This deffciency concerns the
use of the safety-relfef valve temperature indication as & positive
wethod of confirmation that a safety-reiief valve s open when
nanually actuated during surveillance testing,

we have found that an increased temperature indication may be
obtained at the safety-relfef valve exit with the safety-relfef
valve closed, This indicated temperature increase 1s the result
of steam vented through the valve actustion mechanism during the
survetllance test, In view of this finding, we have concluded
that a temperature increase at the valve exit, by {tself does not
provide a positive means of verification that the safety-relief
valve has opened,

e have roviewed your Technical Specifications and have determined
that they do not provide adecuate surveillance requirements to assure
safety-relfef valve operability, Therefore, we require that you
eliminate this potential deficiency in your surveillance testing
progra=, You shovld propose a change to your technical specifications
that provices a positive means of verification that the safety-relfef
valve opens when tested as part of the Automatic Depressurization System,
Ay example of an acceptable method would involve the manual actuation of
each individus) safety-relief valve at one or more specified pressures
and observing a specified minfnum compensating turbine hypass or throttle
valve closure or change in measured steam flow rate, ij
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Northern States Power Company o b JAN 5w

Please submit vour proposed Technical Spectfication changes within
60 davs of your receipt of this letter, Your submittal should include
the basis for your proposal and fn varticular should adoress the
sdecuscy of the methed proposed to positively assess the opening
of safety-relfef valves,

Sincerely,

Ovigton) signed by
Decuis . 2 emnenn

Ponnis L, Ziewmann, Chief

fnerating Reactors Lranch #2
Division of Dperating Reactors
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Gereld Charnoff, fsquire

Shaw, Pittian, ‘ﬂu and
Trowbridge

1800 M Strest, N, W,

wvashington, N, C, 20036

Arthur Renquist, Esquire

vice Prasfadent - Law
worthern States Power Conpany
414 Nicolletr Mal)
“inneapolis, Winnesuta H5400

Howerd J, Youel, [sauire
Leca) Coungel

7750 Dean Parkway
iqaneapolis, Minnesota SLANE

Nr, Steve J, Gadler
2120 Carter Avenue
St, Paul, Minnesota SUI0H

Yir, Kenneth Dzugan

tnvirgamental Plannina Zonsul tent
Nffice of City Planner

srace Putlcaing

421 Vahasha Street

S, Pau), Minnesota 551(¢

Sandra S. Gardebring, fsauire
Snecial Assistant Attorney General
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
1935 W, County koad B2

Poseville, Minnesota 55111

Anthony =+ Paisman, Csquire
Rotsman, Kessler and Cashdan

1025 15Lh Street, VW, W., Sth Floor
Washinaton, O, C. 200US

The Enviromnmentsl Conservation Library
Minneapolis Publifc Library

300 Nicollet Nall

Hianeannlfs, Minnesota 55401
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