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Millstone Nuelewr Power Sta!ium Unit No. 3
Malfuncnomng Loose Parts Monitoring System

This Special Report is being subniivted purssant 0 Millstone Unit 3 Techmeal
Specification 33.38a, Loose Parts Detection  System. Plant  Technical
Specification 3.3.3.8.a requires that a Special Report be submitted to the NRC 10 days
following one or more: channels of the Loose Parts Detection Svstem being declared
inopetable for mote than 30 davs while in Mode 1 (Power Operation) or Mode 2
(Startup).

On February 4, 1992, ar 1027 houts, with the plant in Mode 2 (Startup), at 3% power,
2230 psia and <58 degrees Fahrenheit, the Logse Parts Monitoring (LPM) System was
declared inoperable. Al twelve channels were not functioning normaliy

Loose Marts impacts in the Reactor Coolamt System (RCS) are detected by
accelerumeter atwched to major RCS components.  An impact generates an electrical
signal from one or more accelerometers, which triggers the LPM 1o record informiation
from all twelve channels on a computer disk. and actuates an alarm on the raain control
board.

The LI'M system channel Low Alarm setpoints were changed io oMain a more accurate
reflection of the actual aperating plant parameters. After the setpoints were changed the
syste'» was calibrated per retest procedures.  Upon completion of the recalioration
procedures the system was switched 1o normal operations at which time all twelve
channe! Low Alarms were actuated.

The root cause of this event is unknown at the vresent tirye and 15 stll under
investigation. Based upon the troubleshooting procedures the old setpoints were reset.
The LPM System channel responses are stll in guestion.  Investigative steps have
focused around the contraller card and the svstem field inputs. The system is currently
inoperablc pending investigatior results. The system veador has been contacied for
assistance in resolving these issues. An update report will be submitted by May 29, 1992
to provide resolution information.
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The Licensee comact for this Special Report is Burtel N. Forrest, who may be contacted

at {(203) 447-1791 extension “442

Very truly yours,
NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

)ﬂ{)‘m )f e

‘ Stephen £, Scace
Director, Millstone Station
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et T.T. Martin. Region 1 Administrator
W. J. Raymond, Senior Resident Inspector, Millstone Units Nos. 1, 2, and 3
V. L. Rooney, NRC Project Manager, Millstone Unit No. 3
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