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The subject inquiry report is being forwarded for information andI,
possible action in that this matter may be a generic problem with
procedures at other BWR reactors.-

The NMP Technical Specification limits the number of inoperable
control rods to six, however, a review of a recently revised (August
1972) operating procedure permitted continued reactor operation
for one hour with an inoperable control rod drive hydraulic system.

The procedure, OP-5, stated, "It' the ability to drive all rods has
been lost, such as loss of the emplete hydraulic system for a period
of one hour, the reactor should 'oe scrammed."

It was our interpretation :sf tha. NMP procedure (and the licensee
concurred) that the reactor couH be operated using the above proce-
dure for at least one. hour without an operative control rod drive
system. Our positior, to the licensee was that the procedure as
written was contrary to the intent of the Technical Specifications.
The licensee agreed to effect a temporary procedure change to exclude
operation of the reactor when a complete loss of the hydraulic
system occurred or when a loss of more than six control rods (per
the Technical Specifications) occurred. c.

We are pursuing this matter at our other BWRs and at the time of this
memo, have identified weaknesses in other procedures, however, no

Problem identical to the one at NMP.
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o D. L. Caphton
Senior Reactor Inspector
Facility Operations Branch

Enclosure:
Subject Inquiry Report
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cc: RO Chief, Reactor Testing & Operations Branch, HQ
RO:HQ (5)

g entral Files
Regulatory Standards (3)
Directorate of Licensing (13)
PDR, report only

4 Local PDR, report only
i NSIC, report only

DIIE, report only
State of New York, report only.
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