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The Honorable Gillespie V. Montgomery
United States House of Representatives
Washington, O, C. 20515

Dear Congressman Montgomery:

In response to your letter of May 14, 1984, let me assure you that the NRC
staff is doing everything appropriate to resolve the outstanding issues on
%rand Gulf, Unit 1 in a timely manner. Currently, there are two major

censing Tssues-to resolve; (1) Technical Specifications and (2) Transamerica
Delaval, Inc. (TDI) diesel generators. We will proceed with the consideration
of a full-power license when the review of these issues is completed.

In regard to the Technical Specifications, the licensee pcrformed an extensive
review of their Technical Specifications starting on March 2, 1984, and has
identified over 407 problem areas which will require on the order of 150
changes to the Technical Specifications. During this effort, the staff has

met firequently with the licensee to resolve the problem areas and determine the
acceptability of proposed changes. At this time, we anticipate completion of
this effort by mia-July 1984,

In regard to the TDI diesel generators, we have recently issued an Order dated
May 22, 1984 (Enclosure) which reguires the disassembly and inspection of the
Division 1 diesel engine. The previous disassembly and inspections, noted

in your letter, were evaluated by the staff as incomplete and insufficient to
establish the reliability of the TDI engines. Included in the Order are
interim Technical Specifications addressing the gas turbines. The Order allows
Grand Gulf, Unit 1, to continue at low power while performing the engine
inspection. The Order was issued because we consider it necessary to obtain
this important information to establish the reliability of the TDI diesel
generators at Grand Gulf. The licensee has stated that the TDI diesel engine
incpection which started on May 24, 1984, will take from 6 to 8 weeks,

With respect to the portable gas turbines, we have given some credit in the
Order for their presence to enhance the onsite power supply system. By
themselves, they cannot fully take the place of a TDI diesel generator since
they are not qualified as safety grade equipment and their startup time is
fairly long, 22 minutes versus 10 seconds for the TDI. The interim Technical
Specifications included in the Order require the gas turbines to be in opera-
tion under severe weather conditions to compensate for this prolonged startup
period, We find this situation acceptable for continued operation at low
power (5%).
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The Honorable Gillespie V. Montgomery -2-

The licensee recently notified us of a design deficiency in the Standby
Service Water System that causes 1t to be unable to meet the regulatory
requirements for long-term cooling following an accident, The licensee
voluntarily placed the plant in a cold shutdown condition pending resolution
of this deficiency. It is too early to predict whether the resolution of
this deficiency will delay authorization for full-power operation.

We have worked closely with the licensee on the resoluticn of these matters
and will continue to place high priority on our staff review efforts in order
to minimize further delays.

Sincerely,

(Signed) William J. Dirck$

William J. Dircks, Executive Director
for Operations

Enclosure:
5/22/84 Order
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